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A story of survival: tamarind tree planted by woman
freedom fighter finds a place at Kolkata film festival
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Kolkata International Film
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with a documentary made
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‘Connected existence’

“Environmental Studies is
now a mandatory subject in
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as Vidyasagar Colony, in
south Kolkata after Parti-
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lutionary, was convicted in
the Titagarh conspiracy
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herjee had lived before her
death in 1990. It was saved
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the campaign, the boun-
dary wall of the property
was restructured to leave
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bala, which conveys its
message through a tod-
dler’s reactions to various
lives on the tree.

This year, the Kolkata In-
ternational Film Festival

beyond her control - as she
watched birds, animals and
reptiles losing their habitat
due to proposed develop-
ment,” Samata Biswas, the
producer of the film, said.

A story of survival: tamarind tree planted by woman freedom fighter finds a
place at Kolkata film festival
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¢ A neighbourhood tamarind tree has found its way to the Kolkata

International Film Festival (KIFF) next month, with a

documentary made on it selected for a world premiere in the

National Competition on Documentary category.
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e The massive tree, which provides green cover to its surroundings, carries historical
significance as it is said to have been planted about 70 years ago by freedom fighter Parul
Mukherjee when she settled in a refugee colony, now known as Vidyasagar Colony, in
south Kolkata after Partition.
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o Ms. Mukherjee, a revolutionary, was convicted in the Titagarh conspiracy case in 1935 at
the age of 20 and spent four years in prison.
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e The tree was under threat when builders recently took over the old building where Ms.
Mukherjee had lived before her death in 1990.
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It was saved after a cultural movement was launched in July last year by the film’s director,
Debalina Majumder, who is also a neighbour.
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Following the campaign, the boundary wall of the property was restructured to leave the
tree standing on land belonging to the Kolkata Municipal Corporation.
ST & S1e Fuft &1 War SR & rifed far T difes U sraeTar R e ot yffy
R TSI TG Wb |
“The tree has given shelter to animals and birds for decades. | have been shooting those
birds and animals for more than 12 years. This film documents the vulnerability of urban
fauna in the face of urban redevelopment projects. Recently in Delhi, we saw mass
mobilisation around street dogs. Hope we will find similar mobilisation against cutting trees
and making urban fauna lose their homes,” Ms. Majumder said about her 30-minute
documentary, titled Friends of Jilipibala, which conveys its message through a toddler’s
reactions to various lives on the tree.
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This year, the Kolkata International Film Festival will be held from November 6 to 13, and
Friends of Jilipibala is among 10 films selected for the National Competition on
Documentary category.
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‘Connected existence’

“Environmental Studies is now a mandatory subject in every field of education. Children
continue to be most vulnerable to environmental degradation and have the least ability to
take action regarding this.
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We wanted to make a film that shows our connected existence and a child’s response to
deforestation beyond her control — as she watched birds, animals and reptiles losing
their habitat due to proposed development,” Samata Biswas, the producer of the film, said.
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Titagarh Conspiracy Case (1935)

Titagarh is an industrial suburb located near Barrackpore, in North 24 Parganas district,

West Bengal (then Bengal Presidency under British India).
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Nature of the Case

o The Titagarh Conspiracy Case (1935) was a criminal case filed by the British authorities
against a group of Bengali revolutionaries accused of plotting to wage war against the British
Government.

o It was one of the last major conspiracy cases in Bengal before World War 11, following a long
series of such trials.

The Objective

e The alleged objective was to:
o Organize secret revolutionary cells in Bengal.
o Manufacture and store arms and explosives for attacks on British officials and police
posts.
Spread revolutionary literature and inspire mass rebellion.
Rebuild networks after previous crackdowns (like the Chittagong Armoury Raid of 1930
and the Shankharitola Conspiracy Case of 1933).

B. British Allegations

e According to British intelligence, revolutionaries in Titagarh and Calcutta were:

o Inpossession of arms, gunpowder, bomb-making materials.

o Conducting secret meetings and training sessions.

o Maintaining links with exiled revolutionaries in Burma (Myanmar) and Southeast Asia.
e The police traced the movement through spies and informants within the underground groups.

Arrests and Trial

e A number of young men — mainly students and workers from Calcutta, Titagarh, and Howrah
— were arrested under the Indian Penal Code, Sections 121A and 122 (conspiracy to wage
war and collection of arms).

e Among those detained were individuals believed to have links with the Jugantar group.

e The trial was conducted in 1935 under the supervision of the Special Tribunal in Calcutta.
o The British Government invoked provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act (used in
several political conspiracy trials to allow special procedures and speedy convictions).

C. Outcome

e Several accused were convicted and sentenced to varying terms of rigorous imprisonment
(typically between 5 to 10 years).

o Some were acquitted due to lack of evidence or insufficient direct links to arms recovery.

o The case was widely criticized in nationalist circles as a “fabricated conspiracy” to suppress
political dissent.
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S) Broader Revolutionary Context

A. Chain of Bengal Conspiracy Cases (1908—-1935)

Year Conspiracy Case Location / Group Key Figures / Outcome
Alipore Conspiracy Calcutta (Anushilan Aurobindo Ghosh, Barindra Ghosh;

1908 o .
Case Samiti) landmark early trial

1910 Howrah—Shibpur Case Howrah Many acquitted; weak evidence

1912 Delhl—.Lahore Punjab-Delhi Atterppt to assassinate Viceroy
Conspiracy Case Hardinge

1930 Ezlil;tagong Armoury Chittagong Surya Sen, Pritilata Waddedar
Shankharitola

1933 Conspiracy Case Calcutta Jugantar group

1935 Titagarh Conspiracy Titagarh, Bengal Attempt to rebuild underground
Case networks

1936 lc\:/lggiélapore Conspiracy Midnapore district  Local revolutionary group crackdown
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Literacy helped Kerala lead in
development indices: Murmu

Knowledge propels society forward and fosters self-reliance, says President; she unveils bust of

former President K.R. Narayanan and pays homage to social reformer Sree Narayana Guru

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he power of litera-
T cy and knowledge
has enabled Kerala
to rank among the leading
States on several human
development indicators,
President Droupadi Mur-
mu said on Thursday.
Addressing the valedic-
tory function of the plati-
num jubilee celebrations of
St. Thomas College at Pala
in Kerala, the President
emphasised that know-
ledge drives innovation,
propels society forward,
and fosters self-reliance.

‘Story of courage’
Ms. Murmu unveiled a bust
of former President K.R.

Literacy helped Kerala lead in development indices: Murmu

|

President Droupadi Murmu after unveiling the bust of former
President K.R. Narayanan at the Kerala Raj Bhavan on Thursday. pTi

Narayanan at the Raj Bha-
van in Thiruvananthapu-
ram the same day.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the President de-
scribed K.R. Narayanan’s
life as a story of courage,
perseverance, and self-be-

lief. “His academic excel-
lence was a symbol of what
determination and oppor-
tunity can accomplish
when guided by purpose,”
she said.

Meanwhile, while inaug-
urating the death anniver-

sary centenary of Sree Na-
rayana Guru at Sivagiri
Madhom in Varkala, the
President said the revered
social reformer inspired
generations with his ideals
of equality, unity, and love
for humanity.

“Sree Narayana Guru
was one of the leading fi-
gures of the pan-Indian
reawakening  witnessed
during the 19th century. He
devoted his life to liberat-
ing people from the dark-
ness of ignorance and su-
perstition,” she said. Sree
Narayana Guru was one of
India’s greatest spiritual
leaders and social reform-
ers whose philosophy and
actions reshaped the na-
tion’s social and spiritual
landscape, she said.

HI&RAT 3 $a B faw™ Gawise! 9 proft 994 o Heg ot : g

e The power of literacy and knowledge has enabled Kerala to rank among the leading States

on several human development indicators, President Droupadi Murmu said on

Thursday.

rgufa sudt g 3 Tear

TSP A Rl et H R i g
e Addressing the valedictory function of the platinum jubilee celebrations of St. Thomas

College at Pala in Kerala, the President emphasised that knowledge drives innovation,

propels society forward, and fosters self-reliance.
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Ms. Murmu unveiled a bust of former President K.R. Narayanan at the Raj Bhavan in

Thiruvananthapuram the same day.

g4t g A I fe faramiages fRya srve & gd Igufa &9, ARmuE $1 gfasr o

3{TaR T foha |

Speaking on the occasion, the President described K.R. Narayanan’s life as a story of

courage, perseverance, and self-belief.
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“His academic excellence was a symbol of what determination and opportunity can

accomplish when guided by purpose,” she said.
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Meanwhile, while inaugurating the death anniversary centenary of Sree Narayana Guru at
Sivagiri Madhom in Varkala, the President said the revered social reformer inspired
generations with his ideals of equality, unity, and love for humanity.

ERCiG 3 gden & REfRt g 3 ot AR™r TF @ quatafy et awRE &
IgHTe dRd gU H8T [ Yo ATHIIS YRS - UGN, THdl 3R ATHadT & ufa 99 &
3T et @ difedt &t URa faa

“Sree Narayana Guru was one of the leading figures of the pan-Indian reawakening
witnessed during the 19th century.

“off TRTIUT 7% 198 Tl & IRA W T FAURT TASRYT & T Afadal § 9 U6 3|
He devoted his life to liberating people from the darkness of ignorance and superstition,”
she said.

32 FET b IR 31UT ofa ST 3R fayra & SierpR I AN &1 Had FHRA & forg
FHftfq far|

Sree Narayana Guru was one of India’s greatest spiritual leaders and social reformers
whose philosophy and actions reshaped the nation’s social and spiritual landscape, she
said.
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How do monsoons affect Tamil Nadu?

How are heavy rains affecting cities, farmland, and infrastructure? What are the health and environmental risks of prolonged heavy rainfall? What role is the

Mullaperiyar Dam playing in rising flood risk? Can Tamil Nadu manage simultaneous inflows from Kerala and local monsoon rains?

EXPLAINER
Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
he northeast monsoon has
kicked in early this year, at
least four days sooner for the
second year running, over
Tamil Nadu. Last year, this phase of the
monsoon ended with the State recording
33% more rain than the long-period
average, and forecasters expect this year
to go the same way.

Historically, policymakers and State
authorities have consistently interpreted
excess rain as a positive. Climate change is
complicating this calculus because while
rainfall volumes increase, they are often
concentrated in short and localised
bursts, delivering over-large quantities of
water in places that often can’t absorb
them in full. As a result, it might be time
to reconsider the idea that “excess is

Why is excess rainfall a concern?

In urban areas, surfaces paved with
concrete and asphalt keep them from
absorbing heavy rainfall, leading to rapid
runoff that overwhelms drainage systems,
leading to flash floods, low-lying areas
being inundated, property damage, and
disrupted transportation.

As seen during Cyclone Michaung and
Tamil Nadu in 2023, urban power
authorities are also prone to cutting
power supply in such circumstances,
citing loose cables. The sheer volume of
water can also lead to sewage overflows,
where untreated wastewater is discharged
into streets and waterbodies, unleashing
significant health and environmental
hazards.

The agricultural sector’s vulnerability
to excessive rainfall is well-known:
waterlogged soil suffocates plant roots,
washes away seeds and young crops,
sheds the nutrient-rich topsoil over time,
and ultimately loses its long-term fertility.

Raging flow: Surplus water being released hom the Mullapenyar Dam. SPECIAL ARRANGEME!

Too much moisture can also ease the
spread of fungal diseases and pests that
devastate crops and undercut yield,
leading to significant financial losses for
farmers. Intense bursts can also wash
fertilizers, pesticides, and other
agricultural debris into waterbodies,
including reservoirs, degrading water
quality. Finally, stagnant water becomes a
breeding ground for mosquitoes,
increasing the risk of vector-borne
diseases such as malaria and dengue fever
and zoonotic diseases like leptospirosis,
Japanese encephalitis, and scrub typhus.

What are the wider impacts?
Prolonged periods of rainfall also raise the
water table, the level below which the
ground is saturated with water. And a
persistently high water table can
compromise the stability of building
foundations, roads, and other
infrastructure; it can also exert pressure
on basement walls, leading to cracks,
leaks, and the growth of mold. Saturated
soil also loses its load-bearing capacity
and causes foundations to shift or settle,
potentially leading to significant
structural damage over time.

The cumulative impact of these issues
translates to significant economic and
social costs. Damage to buildings, public
infrastructure, and agricultural land
warrants substantial investments in repair
and rebuilding solutions. Disruptions to
businesses and transport networks
hamper economic activity. Floodmg and
landslips can also displace cc

rainfall simultaneously. This is currently
the case with the early onset of the
northeast monsoon.

At the heart of the issue is the
Mullaperiyar Dam, which, while it is
located in Kerala’s Idukki district, is
operated by the Tamil Nadu government
to divert water to irrigate farmlands.
There is, as a result, a ‘direct’ link
between the rainfall in Kerala’s catchment
areas and the water levels in Tamil Nadu’s
river systems.

When the catchment areas of the
Mullaperiyar Dam receive heavy rainfall,
the reservoir fills up rapidly. To ensure
the dam’s safety and to manage the rising
water levels, Tamil Nadu’s authorities are
compelled to open the dam’s shutters.
The released water flows in two directions
and risks creating a double whammy. One
portion flows down the Periyar river
within Kerala, potentially flooding the
low-lying areas of Idukki district and
creating an inter-State issue while the
primary flow is diverted to Tamil Nadu’s
Vaigai Dam. And this influx may arrive
precisely when Tamil Nadu’s own rivers
and reservoirs are already swollen from
the ongoing northeast monsoon.

injure people, and even kill them if lhey
are particularly vulnerable. The
psychological toll on affected
populations, including stress and anxiety,
is another significant and often
overlooked consequence.

Why is Tamil Nadu particularly
vulnerable?

Tamil Nadu, in particular, needs to
consider the Kerala factor as well. The
two States receive rain from two different
monsoon patterns: Kerala’s primary rainy
season is the southwest monsoon from
June to September, whereas Tamil Nadu
receives most of its rain during the
northeast monsoon from October to
December. An important problem arises
when these monsoon periods overlap or
when both States experience intense

How do monsoons affect Tamil Nadu?

A afaTg &) $ TuIfad $d 82

Northeast Monsoon and Rainfall in Tamil Nadu

aftre ATg # iR A=A ok auf

e The northeast monsoon has kicked in early this year, at
least four days sooner for the second year running, over

Tamil Nadu.

What is happ
now?

This simultaneous influx thus turns
Kerala’s “excess” water from a potential
resource into an immediate flood risk for
Tamil Nadu. Instead of just managing the
rainwater falling within its own borders,
Tamil Nadu must also handle a massive,
concentrated inflow from its neighbour.
The State is currently keeping all 13
shutters of the Mullaperiyar Dam open,
releasing thousands of cusecs of water to
make room for the incessant influx. As a
result, both farmland and residential
areas in Theni are already submerged
even as the district is being battered by its
OWN monsoon rains.

For these reasons, it may be time for
Tamil Nadu and other States like it,
including Kerala, to reconsider the
“excess is good” notion vis-a-vis rainfall.

g on the ground

THE GIST

v

The northeast monsoon has
arrived at least four days
earlier for the second
consecutive year, bringing
heavy rainfall that is expected
to exceed the long-period
average.

v

Excess rain is overwhelming
urban areas, waterlogging
farmland, and straining
infrastructure, while the
Mullaperiyar Dam inflow adds
a “double whammy” to Tamil
Nadu rivers and reservoirs.

v

Waterlogged soil, overflowing
rivers, and stagnant water
create crop damage, health
hazards, and threats to
buildings, roads, and public
safety, emphasising the need
to rethink the ‘excess is good”
notion.

waﬁgﬁvwmws‘rw% TR g a¥ & oY &7 § o7 IR a7 v,

affra g gl

e Last year, thls phase of the monsoon ended with the State recording 33% more rain than
the long-period average, and forecasters expect this year to go the same way.

3T Bt o A 33% Siftrep
quf aof @1 off, 3R gaigAreR 39 a8 +ff T €1 81 &t Sl FR R B

e Historically, policymakers and State authorities have consistently interpreted excess rain as

foed adf, 3g =Ror A

a positive.
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o Climate change is complicating this calculus because while rainfall volumes increase, they
are often concentrated in short and localised bursts, delivering over-large quantities of
water in places that often can’t absorb them in full.
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As a result, it might be time to reconsider the idea that “excess is good”.

URUTRGRY, I8 faaR - &1 99T 31 741 § fob 31 i 3rs1 27|

Why is Excess Rainfall a Concern?

3rafire auf fidr &1 HR = g2

In urban areas, surfaces paved with concrete and asphalt keep them from absorbing heavy
rainfall, leading to rapid runoff that overwhelms drainage systems, causing flash floods,
low-lying areas being inundated, property damage, and disrupted transportation.

Ed & B, Hwle 3R ARBTeE W §7 Tde YRI aui of Sa=ifd et & Tt €, s o
TASATE BIaT 8 S ATl Jonferal &1 sfiaReged o ol 8, 3R ST URUMIRGEY TRl TS,
g &=t o are, Jufty &1 I, SR grarTd # gau gidT g |

As seen during Cyclone Michaung in Tamil Nadu in 2023, urban power authorities are
also prone to cutting power supply, citing loose cables.

ST fob T R & SR 2023 § aftrer g & o T, w8kt fagga wiftreor of urar
3Tgfef FH1e & o Uge gia €, Erelt Rl &1 garan 2 gul

The sheer volume of water can also lead to sewage overflows, where untreated
wastewater is discharged into streets and waterbodies, unleashing significant health and
environmental hazards.

gt &t famret A oft A SiaRuRl $1 HRUT S Thd! &, el SRS SURIP Fd Is@! 3R
o freral & ST o 7, o neaguf Wy 3R yafarufta @@ S g 7|

The agricultural sector’s vulnerability to excessive rainfall is well-known: waterlogged soil
suffocates plant roots, washes away seeds and young crops, sheds the nutrient-rich
topsoil over time, and ultimately loses its long-term fertility.

e auf & Ul PV & P Faeg=faar st dRg I 9 oIl §: wrererfira gt wa
WISl @1 ged 3t 8, A 3R a1 mod 9871 &l 8, T & I Nve dadl F QR SHust gt
I8 STt 7, 3R Sfca: SrdprelT Sdvar @t 3t 71

Too much moisture can also ease the spread of fungal diseases and pests that devastate
crops and undercut yield, leading to significant financial losses for farmers.

3fafdre Tt oft et AN SfR Biet & TR B SR §1 Thel! @ ol HHd Bl JHAM Ugard
¢ 3R IUS &1 geTd &, fored fopami & fore meaayguf snfdfe e siar 8|

Intense bursts can also wash fertilizers, pesticides, and other agricultural debris into
waterbodies, including reservoirs, degrading water quality.

fa vt IdP, BeA=IP, 3R 3 HN AAd &I et FHeral, forad sram=m ff e €, &
g1 h«i! 7, oI ot Tura famreddi ]

Finally, stagnant water becomes a breeding ground for mosquitoes, increasing the risk of
vector-borne diseases such as malaria and dengue fever and zoonotic diseases like
leptospirosis, Japanese encephalitis, and scrub typhus.

3 B, FRR Ut H=33) & U+ Rid &7 911 8, oI WshTHe I 1 Siied dedl § o
TRH|

Wider Impacts of Excess Rainfall

3rafire quf & ATUS YHTT

Prolonged periods of rainfall also raise the water table, the level below which the ground is
saturated with water.

T gHg I qul & e &R o §¢ 91T 8, 98 TR e e gt uret @ waw g B

A persistently high water table can compromise the stability of building foundations,
roads, and other infrastructure; it can also exert pressure on basement walls, leading to
cracks, leaks, and the growth of mold.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page9


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

AR S T TR I UG A1d, TP, 3R 3 AGHea1 &1 FRIar yu1fad g1 Gavelt §; T8
TR DI SHaRI IR 919 1A THdl 5, e R, A, 3R BHdt 37 9 g

Saturated soil also loses its load-bearing capacity and causes foundations to shift or
settle, potentially leading to significant structural damage over time.

T i) ST YR T8 T B 3 2 oIk N 3 [IEe a1 363 F BT IR IR 2,
S T & 1Y He@qul TR &fa &7 HRUT a7 Tahell 3|
The cumulative impact of these issues translates to significant economic and social costs.

= guwe] &1 et yura Aeayuf anfife ok wrifore @nTa o 9ed ST & |

Damage to buildings, public infrastructure, and agricultural land warrants substantial
mvestments in repair and rebuilding solutions.

[, Qrdwif=e SraeT, aﬁ?@h{&fﬁgﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁqweﬁ?wﬁfﬂfﬂ
T B Ui Fraw 9 SaRasd g 2|
Dlsruptlons to businesses and transport networks hamper economic activity.

Tfafaft 1 a1fid srar g

Flooding and landslips can also displace communities, injure people, and even kill them
if they are particularly vulnerable.

91g 3R YA THGHl 3! [ARIUd FR ¥hd 5, ANl &1 dle ugdrd 8, 3R afe d faviy =y
§ HHOR 81 I 3¢ AR 1 wPa B

The psychological toll on affected populations, including stress and anxiety, is another
significant and often overlooked consequence.

THTRI SR R A= wuTd, S a-ra SR fRiar nfie €, T iR Tgayuf sik
AR 3T IR g

Why Tamil Nadu is Particularly Vulnerable
e rg faviv ©u 3 Hae-i=ia &= 8

Tamil Nadu, in particular, needs to consider the Kerala factor as well.

Ry ¥U § afia g B! I PRE W H fTaR A & Saxgwarg |

The two States receive rain from two different monsoon patterns: Kerala’s primary rainy
season is the southwest monsoon from June to September, whereas Tamil Nadu receives
most of its rain during the northeast monsoon from October to December.

ST ST & SFAT-31eT HIFREA et & auf Uit &Rd o Hel BT gT a9t 9w gferor-ufdm
YA § 7 A RydeR, Siafe afia 71g & afﬂma&fqaﬁvw%‘cﬁmmﬁ
fedaR & fiadi g

An important problem arises when these monsoon periods overlap or when both States
experience intense rainfall simultaneously.

T A0l AW I8 STF &Il & 56 3 HIFREA 3raftl 3avay el ¢ I1 S Gl Isd Th
1 g quf 34T Hd & |

This is currently the case with the early onset of the northeast monsoon.

JaaE 8 g5 U qaiR Mg & oeg 3RE 81 & I 5

At the heart of the issue is the Mullaperiyar Dam, which, while located in Kerala’s Idukki
district, is operated by the Tamil Nadu government to divert water to irrigate farmlands.
3T & &1 [9g HeamiivaR aiY 2, S S & Sgao! o 3 fud B, Afe 38 aftra g
WER gRT P YfH o1 Riwrg & forg ot Msa & fore Tenfera far sar g1

There is a ‘direct’ link between the rainfall in Kerala’s catchment areas and the water
levels in Tamil Nadu’s river systems.

%amr%mmw &= o auf SR aftra A1g Y 7} yonferat # vt wWR & &9 tH e A&y
I

When the catchment areas of the Mullaperiyar Dam receive heavy rainfall, the reservoir
fills up rapidly.

O HeATARAR Y & STaugul &3 § Ut auf gt 8, o STerm=r deit § R St 8|

To ensure the dam'’s safety and to manage the rising water levels, Tamil Nadu’s
authorities are compelled to open the dam’s shutters.

it B GRET AT B 3R Fgd et TR B! afHd B & o, aftra g & siftrerd sty
& RTeX Wi & o 7R B
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The released water flow§ in two directions and risks creating a double whammy.
BIeT 1 U &1 fe=ma # 951 © 3R Us Sad Wak $T Siiad U] Hral g

One portion flows down the Periyar river within Kerala, potentially flooding low-lying areas
of Idukki district and creating an inter-State issue, while the primary flow is diverted to
Tamil Nadu’s Vaigai Dam.

T 35 e § IRAR ) # s5a1 3, THIdd TU I sgae Rra & o &= o a1¢ siaar e
aﬁw;amumﬂumﬁam% afs T UaTg aftrd Arg & Qs qie o 3R AieT
SIS

This influx may arrive precisely when Tamil Nadu’s own rivers and reservoirs are already
swollen from the ongoing northeast monsoon.

Ig YdTE 9 Ugd Uohdl ¢ I aftd -A1g &1 3u=il Afeai iR Ter=m Ugd & 9 I8 YaieR
AT ¥ R TR

Current Situation on the Ground

Hierer fRufa

This simultaneous influx turns Kerala’s “excess” water from a potential resource into an
immediate flood risk for Tamil Nadu.

g TP 1Y TAT8 I & "3AUS" Ut & STiad J1eH I affrd Arg & e dop1dt a1
wifew & 9ad <A g

Tamil Nadu must also handle a massive, concentrated inflow from its neighbour.

I Tg B 30 TSR F HRY, [TST Ware ol +ft Jurerr grml

The State is currently keeping all 13 shutters of the Mullaperiyar Dam open, releasing
thousands of cusecs of water to make room for the incessant inflow.

S0 a9 H HeamaRaR qiY & 9t 13 e Wot 7@ g 8, AR YaT8 & o ovg s &
7T eIl TR U DS @ B

As a result, both farmland and residential areas in Theni are already submerged even as
the district is bemg battered by its own monsoon rains.

uRumTEEy, A 7 S SR Yfiy iR Smariig &= Usd ¥ €1 ga g €, Sefe forar gt
TR At @ yuiidd 9 TR

For these reasons, it may be time for Tamil Nadu and other States like it, including Kerala, to
reconsider the “excess is good” notion vis-a-vis rainfall.

S HRUT U, T8 T 1 Uhdl 5 ([ aia Arg 3R 37 T ol v, a1 & dae T "3iferep
ama@'r%"ﬁ%rr\fu?gqﬁaw
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GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 24 October 2025

1. | U.S. sanctions Russian oil; Indian refineries poised to cut imports

3MARPT A ¥ a9 W ufdedy ae; YR RersaRar 3mard | $eidt & fog duRr

2. | Aland voter fraud: SIT identifies six suspects who prepared duplicate Form 7
applications

3Teg diex YIETYSY: TRl A B% Wil oY ugar ot forgia gittrde wid 7
3Tde AU fry

3. | Pan-India SIR to cover more than 10 States in first phase

Tquf YR H THSMS AR U TR H 10 T 31U 4l & Ha3 S

4. | IAS officer’s resignation stirs a political row in Telangana

JMEULY PRI & HIP A G- | IeIfdP faarg DT

5. | Union govt. asks CJIl to recommend a successor

F5 WHR A GBI AT A SWISR} $t BTN $33 *) Far

6. |India, Bhutan review security cooperation, border management

YRA 3R YT 7 JR&T JgaT 3R Jur wyaeq 31 geitem #

7. | The UN matters, as a symbol of possibility

Y Y HEAYUl 3, TP WUTIT & Uehts & & A

8. | Immunity of international organisations is no free pass

STRTEIT W51 B UfaRef HIE T ure =181 &
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U.S. sanctions Russian oil; Indian
refineries poised to cut imports

Rosneft and Lukoil hit with sanctions for ‘funding Kremlin’s war machine’, pushing global oil prices up 3%; Trump says India

will cut down imports to ‘almost nothing’ by the year-end; Indian firms are ‘recalibrating’ to align with new govt. guidelines

WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI

.S. President Do-

nald Trump hit

Russia’s two biggest
oil companies with sanc-
tions in his latest policy
shift on Moscow’s war in
Ukraine, prompting global
oil prices to rise by 3% on
Thursday.

Mr. Trump also reiterat-
ed his claim that India has
agreed to “stop” buying oil
from Russia and would
bring its oil purchases
down to “almost nothing”
by the end of the year, and
said he would persuade
China to do the same. India
and China are the two big-
gest buyers of Russian oil.

Indian refiners — includ-
ing Reliance, the top In-
dian buyer of Russian
crude — are poised to
sharply curtail imports of
Russian oil to comply with
the new U.S. sanctions, in-
dustry sources said on
Thursday.

Oil dependency

While Russia's share has dipped in 2025, it stlll accounts for
owar 0% of India’s crude ofl imports, The chart shows how
Russia’s share in India's oil imports has changed over time

35.47%
31.88%

13.12% *Till August
2022 2023 024 2035
Q India, as you know, has told e thev are going to -
stop [buying Russian oil]... Its a process. You cancjuse | = o ©

DONALD TRUMP, U.S. President

stop... By the end of the year. they’ll be dmam o almost nothing iE y

The U.S. sanctions tar-
get oil giants Rosneft and
Lukoil, which between
them account for more
than 5% of global oil
output.

‘Funding war’

The U.S. Treasury has gi-
ven companies until No-
vember 21 to wind down
their transactions with the

Russian oil producers.

“Given [Russian] Presi-
dent [Vladimir] Putin’s re-
fusal to end this senseless
war, Treasury is sanction-
ing Russia’s two largest oil
companies that fund the
Kremlin’s war machine,”
U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said in a
statement.

“We encourage our al-

lies to join us in and adhere
to these sanctions.”

Oil and gas revenue,
currently down 21% year-
on-year, accounts for a
quarter of Russia’s budget
and is the most important
source of funding for its
war in Ukraine, now in its
fourth year.

Mr. Trump expressed
confidence regarding In-

dia’s response to the sanc-
tions. “India, as you know,
has told me they are going
to stop [buying Russian
oil]... It's a process. You
can’t just stop... By the end
of the year, they’ll be down
to almost nothing, almost
40% of the oil. India,
they’ve been great. Spoke
to Prime Minister [Naren-
dra] Modi yesterday. They
have been absolutely
great,” the U.S. President
told the reporters at the

White House on
Wednesday.
Reliance Industries,

which operates the world’s
biggest refining complex at
Jamnagar in Gujarat, has a
long-term deal to buy near-
ly 500,000 barrels per day
of crude from Rosneft and
also buys Russian oil from
intermediaries.

It now plans to reduce
or cease imports of Rus-
sian oil, including halting
purchases under its deal
with Rosneft, people fami-
liar with the matter said.

U.S. sanctions Russian oil; Indian refineries poised to cut imports

3Mf®T A T a9 W ufady me; yRd Regafa smama # wadd & fo

R

e U.S. President Donald Trump hit Russia’s two biggest oil companies with sanctions in his

latest policy shift on Moscow’s war in Ukraine, prompting global oil prices to rise by 3% on

Thursday.

ESKEE

e Mr. Trump also reiterated his claim that India has agreed to “stop” buying oil from Russia and

SHTeS ¢U - ARG &

Y5 W U Ty Hlfd 9gard § 9 &1 &l gad

| R ufedy Tme, R a9 BHal | 3% @1 S 55

would bring its oil purchases down to “almost nothing” by the end of the year, and said he
would persuade China to do the same. India and China are the two biggest buyers of
Russian oil.

ot 2 78 grar 1t SIER fh UIRE A T § A7 W b W YgAf oJad B g 3R T
P 3(d B AT A TS DI T Y TP AT, 3R I Hel b a8 9 1 +ff T
& forg ot B | UiRd SR 1 T4t det & < I 9 TR B

Indian refiners — including Reliance, the top Indian buyer of Russian crude — are poised to
sharply curtail imports of Russian oil to comply with the new U.S. sanctions, industry sources
said on Thursday.

YR Rergaiar — Sed Raras a8, o &9 o= dd &t 96y d8) YR TRIER 8
— 7% A ufadel &1 UreH B & o it dat & 3T # HRY Sl B B AgR A E,
I G A TFAR &I S|
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The U.S. sanctions target oil giants Rosneft and Lukoil, which between them account for
more than 5% of global oil output.

AR ufseil &1 A8 Ad e AT 3R gopisd €, ot e e de Sdred &1
5% & f¥e e T@ad Bl

‘Funding war’

Y5 & fore fa wwop

The U.S. Treasury has given companies until November 21 to wind down their transactions
with the Russian oil producers.

AR ot A HUfTl Y 21 TR db BT THY e & aif 3 TN A SuTel S Y S0
- FHT R T |
“Given [Russian] President Vladimir Putin’s refusal to end this senseless war, Treasury is
sanctioning Russia’s two largest oil companies that fund the Kremlin’s war machine,” U.S.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a statement.

[l AyUld fGHR gfed §RT 39 FRYUS g5 &1 91 A ¥ SAHR R Bl ¢&d gu
éﬁwﬁﬂa&@a@%wﬁﬁwuﬁa&w@%ﬁﬁmaﬁwmﬂqaﬁﬁﬁ
OVl Fxcll §,” SMAN®! ¢t Afa Whie ade 3 Th 99 § Fgl
“We encourage our allies to join us in and adhere to these sanctions.”
éET{ 30 AT 1 GAR AT S 1 3R 37 Ufcisiell o7 ureH $3A o fog Uienfed ava

"

Oil and gas revenue, currently down 21% year-on-year, accounts for a quarter of Russia’s
budget and is the most important source of funding for its war in Ukraine, now in its fourth
year.

éaaﬁﬁ%rafﬁ&rrq S ada # qi-gr-ad 21% Te TS 8, T P ToIC DI TH-YTS B8
ﬁ?@ﬂﬁmg@%mﬁﬁﬁwmmwmé Ay ai A g

Mr. Trump expressed confidence regarding India’s response to the sanctions. “India, as you
know, has told me they are going to stop [buying Russian olil]... It's a process. You can'’t just
stop... By the end of the year, they’ll be down to almost nothing, almost 40% of the oil. India,
they’ve been great. Spoke to Prime Minister [Narendra] Modi yesterday. They have been
absolutely great,” the U.S. President told the reporters at the White House on Wednesday.
ot U 3 URa Y ufafee & vl Ay e fan| “uRd, S b 3a S &, 3 939 $81 8
5 3 [l 3 WG 9 B 1B §... T8 U Ui 31 310 e Y AP Wb, A F i
TP, o TTHT S T8 IR ST ST, TTHT 40% ddt | HRd, I AHER IR & | oa B gt
[F¥%] A6 § 910 31 3 foepd TMER W) 8, mfvat Igufa 3 gHar & g1ge grea
BECANRS K

Reliance Industries, which operates the world’s biggest refining complex at Jamnagar in
Gujarat, has a long-term deal to buy nearly 500,000 barrels per day of crude from Rosneft
and also buys Russian oil from intermediaries.

AT S, Sl TORTE & TR T g1 &) 9oy do1 RGBT SHitied &1 Jara-
FT &, BTG I UAfS T 5 TR O Hadl adl Wl BT Ardabliad Taedl g 3R
78 et § ot w3 o Wl B

It now plans to reduce or cease imports of Russian oil, including halting purchases under its
deal with Rosneft, people familiar with the matter said.

3 g T dd b 3T P HH P T HIT B Dt ST 91 381 5, Forgd e & iy
U & ded WRIg &I A i iHd €, 39 AW 3§ uRfed art 3 Sdmn|
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Aland voter fraud: SIT identifies six suspects
who prepared duplicate Form 7 applications

The Hindu Bureau were made.
BENGALURU However, the SIT is still

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the vo-
ter fraud in Aland in Karna-
taka has now unearthed a
money trail where a call
centre-like firm in Kalabu-
ragi was allegedly paid 380
to make each of the 5,994
forged Form 7
applications.

It has identified six sus-
pects, of whom five have
been questioned and their
statements recorded.

The SIT had raided their
residences and recovered
key digital devices using
which the forged Form 7s

tight-lipped about who
paid the firm for this oper-
ation, even as it has raided
premises linked to former
BJP MLA Subhash Guttedar
in connection with the
case.

Mr. Guttedar won the
2018 polls with a slender
margin of 697 votes against
the Congress’s B.R. Patil,
and in 2023, the incum-
bent Mr. Guttedar lost to
Mr. Patil by 10,347 votes.
While Mr. Guttedar has de-
nied any involvement in
voter fraud, the SIT has not
specified his role or given
reasons why premises

Past results

The table shows previous election results in the

Aland constituency in Karnataka

BJP

Ta
—

AT.8

2018 Assembly election INC 474 697

2019 General election BJP 57.7 28287
(Assembly segment result) | INC 36.5 '

. INC 51.2

2023 Assembly election BIP 453 10,348

2024 General election BJP 52.8 12,936
(Assembly segment result) INC 44.1 '

Source: Election Commission of India
linked to him and his sons  tion had revealed that

were raided recently.

Mr. Patil had raised the
alarm over forged Form 7s
in February 2023, follow-
ing which ground verifica-

5,994 of 6,018 Form 7s in
Aland were forged and
these forged applications
were rejected. The Return-
ing Officer had filed a com-

plaint based on which an
FIR was registered, and the
case is now being probed
by aSIT.

The SIT was formed af-
ter The Hindu on Septem-
ber 7, 2025, reported that
the probe had gone cold
with the Election Commis-
sion not cooperating.
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi had also flagged the is-
sue at a press conference in
Delhi.

It achieved a break-
through in the first week of
October identifying the
“call centre-like” firm in
Kalaburagi where these
forged Form 7s were made.

Aland voter fraud: SIT identifies six suspects who prepared duplicate Form 7

applications

3Tl dlex YRATUSI: TH3ATse! A T8 Jfere 1 uga &1 forgia gfwrde wid 7
3Maed dUR fou

e The Special Investigation Team (SIT) probing the voter fraud in Aland in Karnataka has
now unearthed a money trail where a call centre-like firm in Kalaburagi was allegedly paid
%80 to make each of the 5,994 forged Form 7 applications.

Ffes » aTee & waardr URATUS o1 o R ! IRy S AW (THImEdY) 7 3fd TH wet
9 1 g fbar ], o Al 3t ue Fia e S wH & UdS 5,994 STel Bid 7
TG § & [ BT FY F 280 BT YT T T 7|

¢ It has identified six suspects, of whom five have been questioned and their statements

recorded.

TS 7 B Wiewel @ ugar @1 8, T @ v @ qudre @t TE @ 8k 3% U o U

T &

e The SIT had raided their residences and recovered key digital devices using which the
forged Form 7s were made.

THIMEE! A I WI R B AR 3R Ageaqui f$ired Iusvor kg fay fomesT SuaiT wret

BIH 7 TR & H fobar mar |

o However, the SIT is still tight-lipped about who paid the firm for this operation, even as it has
raided premises linked to former BJP MLA Subhash Guttedar in connection with the

case.

gTdifdh, THMSAY 3+t db 39 SHTRTH & forg wH &

YA &R dTel SHfek] o IR |

O el

A1) 8, STafs 3T HHS T 98 Yd YTSTT faemae GHIY eR & IR 1R 30 4R |

e Mr. Guttedar won the 2018 polls with a slender margin of 697 votes against the Congress’s
B.R. Patil, and in 2023, the incumbent Mr. Guttedar lost to Mr. Patil by 10,347 votes.

%ﬁu%ar\r?rzms %mﬁmaﬁm qIfed 1 Had 697 drel B IR T G o, 3R
2023 ¥ aqqM faurge S eaR 10,347 diel § o uificd 4 gR U

o While Mr. Guttedar has denied any involvement in voter fraud, the SIT has not specified his
role or given reasons why premises linked to him and his sons were raided recently.

EREIKICEE

J AagTar YTyt § fha +ff e @ 3R fbar ], 9t vHamgd A 3t
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W1 T g1 B § T1 T8 ol 9 ¢ [ BT g1 H 37b 3R I o A Fg IR W B H{f
TR U

Mr. Patil had raised the alarm over forged Form 7s in February 2023, following which
ground verification had revealed that 5,994 of 6,018 Form 7s in Aland were forged and
these forged applications were rejected.

ot grfed 3 wRast 2023 | ATl BIH 7 DI A ddraq! & oY, fores a1g s+t e 9 udr

Tl fos aiTeig ® 6,018 W A 5,994 WTH 7 STelt & 3R 3 STl 3MTdeH! ! WINST B a1 T T
The Returning Officer had filed a complaint based on which an FIR was registered, and the
case is now being probed by an SIT.

freffr aiftrerdt 3 te Rrerad oo B8 o e 3MUR IR THIATSIR oo B 118, 3R 3rd
3T A B ST THATEST GRT B o1 3aT 8

The SIT was formed after The Hindu on September 7, 2025, reported that the probe had
gone cold with the Election Commission not cooperating.

THIMES! &1 764 a9 fobar a1 i fe g = 7 Rydaw 2025 &1 Rl foan o oia 0 vl g3

Fife fRrata= smrahT TganT 981 = 38T Ul

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi had also flagged the issue at a
press conf_erence in Delhi.

fauer & a1 iga M 7 o 9 gE 31 il | o v wishe I SR T

It achieved a breakthrough in the first week of October identifying the “call centre-like firm

in Kalaburagi” where these forged Form 7s were made.
TR & Ugd g & TISHRC! &I U gal Ahadl 7l o/ 39 “PHagiil &l pid dex
R wH” Bt ugaE 31, Set A STl WiH 7 dOR fHu T 9

Pan-India SIR to cover more
than 10 States in first phase

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) is all set to announce
the schedule for a country-
wide roll-out of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls at a press
conference in the next few
days. The first phase of the
process will be implement-
ed in more than 10 States
and one Union Territory,
including election-bound
Assam, Tamil Nadu, Pudu-
cherry, Kerala, and West
Bengal.

The EC took stock of the
preparedness of all States
and Union Territories for
the pan-India SIR, at the

two-day conference of
Chief Electoral Officers
(CEQ) that concluded here
on Thursday.

Schedule soon

The full commission will
now discuss the matter
and take a call on the sche-
dule, which would be an-
nounced soon, sources
told The Hindlu.

The process is expected
to be rolled out in two
phases, beginning with As-
sam, Tamil Nadu, Pudu-
cherry, Kerala, and West
Bengal, where Assembly
elections are due in 2026.
Those States where local
body polls are scheduled
to be held and are likely to

experience harsh weather
conditions during the win-
ter will be tackled in later
phases.

The sources said the
commission heard the
points raised by the CEQOs
of all States at the confe-
rence and while it respond-
ed to general queries and
held a presentation on the
SIR, no concrete decisions
were announced at the
meeting. It was stated that
a decision would be com-
municated to all CEOs after
the meeting of the Election
Commission members.

The two-day conference
was presided over by Chief
Election = Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar.

India SIR to cover more than 10 States in first phase
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The Election Commission (EC) is all set to announce the schedule for a countrywide roll-out
of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls at a press conference in the next
few days.
fratea smaT (S8 sret oo il B T U9 &iha B AagrdT giedl & fa=iv g1 gadtemor
(THIATSIMR) & SRreATdt HRIHH P G0N HRA & T G aRE daR g
The first phase of the process will be implemented in more than 10 States and one Union
Territory, including election-bound Assam, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, and West
Bengal.
Y Ufth a1 1 Ugdn TR0T 10 | Sfe Tsat 3R U Sy =mRia vt § A fasan Sme, o
AT B IR B I 39, aftrarg, g, dea iR ufdy dwme e |1
The EC took stock of the preparedness of all States and Union Territories for the pan-India
SIR, at the two-day conference of Chief Electoral Officers (CEQO) that concluded here on
Thursday.
391 7 AR &I I g3 g FHateq iRyt Riigen) & @ oty wwies & wguf
YR THIATFR & forg waft wreat ok o Iira we=m &1 danial ot wfien o
Schedule soon

e gl
The full commission will now discuss the matter and take a call on the schedule, which
would be announced soon, sources told The Hindu.

ot SITART 379 3 fawg W 9= B 3R Hriwd R Hofa am, o Seg 8§ iy faran s,
I A T fig &1 samn

The process is expected to be rolled out in two phases, beginning with Assam, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Kerala, and West Bengal, where Assembly elections are due in 2026.

9 TfoRan &1 g1 TN § AN fhT oM ot Iudie 7, et Ypend W, afremrg, ggas,
H¥a 3N ufdy dma I grT, Set faurayT g9 2026 T 1F ard ©

Those States where local body polls are scheduled to be held and are likely to experience

harsh weather conditions during the winter will be tackled in later phases.

3 3oy STgl W e gra g1 9 § SR St afdal & R ok A ufiifRufeal @

AT R ahd ©, I 916 o =07 | e fasar smem|

The sources said the commission heard the points raised by the CEOs of all States at the

conference and while it responded to general queries and held a presentation on the SIR,

no concrete decisions were announced at the meeting.

T 3 S 3 ST = TRia # gt 3ot & dideit gR1 SaTE T fagah &l g 3R

%egmmwwmﬁra"ramwmﬁ$dm feu, dfeT do& A Bis 31 fvfa 9ifta
RN

It was stated that a decision would be communicated to all CEOs after the meeting of the
Election Commission members.

Ig Sl T fos frater ST & el & 9o & a1g ot Wit &1 fvfa I samma sw=mn
ST |

The two-day conference was presided over by Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar.
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IAS officer’s resignation stirs
a political row in Telangana

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

All India Services officer
Syed Murtaza Ali Rizvi’s
sudden decision to take vo-
luntary retirement from
service has raised a contro-
versy in Telangana.

Political parties criti-
cised the state of affairs in
the State government, al-
leging that officials were al-
legedly facing pulls and
pressures from the powers
that be.

The senior bureaucrat
tendered his papers citing
personal reasons, but pres-
sure from the powers that
be is not being ruled out.
However, senior officials
close to the officer said that

Rizvi is said to
have developed
differences with the
Excise Minister on
certain issues

opting for the Voluntary
Retirement Scheme (VRS)
may have to do with perso-
nal reasons, more than ad-
ministrative reasons.
Holding the portfolio of
Secretary of Commercial
Taxes and Excise in the Re-
venue Department, Mr.
Rizvi is said to have deve-
loped differences with Ex-
cise Minister Jupally Krish-
na Rao on certain issues.
Differences between the
two cropped up in respect

of award of a contract for
printing holograms to be
affixed on liquor bottles,
except beer, and the man-
ner in which Mr. Rizvi was
allegedly sitting on files
sent by the Minister for his
clearance.

Meanwhile, the Minister
addressed a letter to the
Chief Secretary alleging
‘insubordination’ on the
part of Mr. Rizvi and de-
manding action against
him on  disciplinary
grounds.

Mr. Jupally reportedly
expressed displeasure that
the Excise Secretary was
reporting to the Chief Mi-
nister’s Office in disregard
for the Minister holding
the portfolio.

IAS officer’s resignation stirs a political row in Telangana

TEUTY I & AP A da=T | e fare ¥

All India Services officer Syed Murtaza Ali Rizvi’s sudden decision to take voluntary
retirement from service has raised a controversy in Telangana.

ST YR a1 & et Sue gour sreft Redt & s Wi Yargfy an &
fAofa 3 AT ® faarg wer R A B

Political parties criticised the state of affairs in the State government, alleging that officials
were allegedly facmg pulls and pressures from the powers that be.

[ = I TP D HIHBIS Bl STelia-l i, Ig SRIY T gU b DR
Tl & gaTd SR WU &1 A1 IR 36 ¢ |
The senior bureaucrat tendered his papers citing personal reasons, but pressure from the
powers that be is not being ruled out.

PIRUN H1 AT od §U U HITSG ST b T, Afcs Jamurial &
1 Pt GHTGHT DI TPIRT 1) ST TET 3|

However, senior officials close to the officer said that opting for the Voluntary Retirement

Scheme (VRS) may have to do with personal reasons, more than administrative reasons.

BT, SIER & Bt aRY SRIEIRE ¥ Fal f wfvd Jarghy
THIA: YRR HIRON & o1 § safriTd RN F $ifiw Jeifid |
Holding the portfolio of Secretary of Commercial Taxes and Excise in the Revenue
Department, Mr. Rizvi is said to have developed differences with Excise Minister Jupally
Krishna Rao on certain issues.

o fAURT & aiforfsus #% SR smaery afid & wu 8 orika 0 Redt & $8 5 R
TEHIT T TS W T T AANG B 7T §Y o | 7 |
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Union govt.
asks CJI to
recommend
a successor

NEW DELHI

The Centre has, in a letter
to Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai, sought his re-
commendation for naming
his successor. The CJI is
currently on a four-day vi-
sit to Bhutan. His office
said he would come back
and send his recommenda-
tion to the government.

As per seniority norms,
Justice Surya Kant is the
next in line to become the
53rd CJI. Chief Justice Ga-
vai is scheduled to retire on
November 24. Under the
Memorandum of Proce-
dure for appointment of
the CJI and Supreme Court
Judges, the Law Ministry
seeks the recommendation
of the outgoing CJI on the
next appointment. The let-
ter from the government
kickstarts the appointment
process for the next CJI.

The process usually be-
gins a month before the in-
cumbent is to demit office.

Justice Kant was born on
February 10, 1962, in Hisar
in Haryana.

After completing his
graduation from his home-
town, Justice Kant earned
his Bachelor’s degree in
Law in 1984 from Mahar-
ishi Dayanand University,
Rohtak. He started his legal
practice at the Hisar dis-
trict court and shifted to
Chandigarh in 1985 to prac-
tise in the Punjab and Ha-
ryana High Court.

Justice Kant has repre-
sented a number of univer-
sities, boards, corpora-
tions, banks and also the
High Court itself.

Justice Kant became the
youngest Advocate-Gener-
al of Haryana on July 7,
2000, and was designated
a senior advocate in March
2001. He was elevated as a
judge of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court on Ja-
nuary 9, 2004 and was ap-
pointed the Chief Justice of
the High Court of Hima-
chal Pradesh in October,
2018. He is due to retire on
February 9, 2027.
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e Differences between the two cropped up in respect of award of a contract
for printing holograms to be affixed on liquor bottles, except beer, and the
manner in which Mr. Rizvi was allegedly sitting on files sent by the Minister for

his clearance.
GHl & o AaNe dRR P BISHR IR B diadl U= Y W1 aTd A $i
BUTE & IAY & TdeT 3R 3T 910 B! A IW b ot ot Hiyg Fu @ w:ft
ERT Ul 713 WIgal B Hepdl & g A 98 gU 3
Meanwhile, the Minister addressed a letter to the Chief Secretary alleging
‘insubordination’ on the part of Mr. Rizvi and demanding action against him on
disciplinary grounds.
9 §i9, HAA1 A g1 Aid 3t U U foraan ot Retdt R <3 Swia=T
ggsubordination) BT 3RIY TR 3R SIRMATHS TR TR HIeATg 1 AN

I

Mr. Jupally reportedly expressed displeasure that the Excise Secretary
was reporting to the Chief Minister’s Office in disregard for the Minister
holding the portfolio.

ot SFUTelt A BT IR R SRIANY Tard o [ et Aferd, Tidwiferar EuTes
q1a wAt DI AT Id gU GBTHA PraTag & i w7 78 4

Union govt. asks CJl to recommend a successor

&5 WPR A GBI A A SWIRSR $ w1 $33 ot
G|

e The Centre has, in a letter to Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, sought his

recommendation for naming his successor.

F% WPR 1 URT & T7 Ararehizn &3, 798 & ford 13 & 37 STRITUSRY

& I 31 Rywrfeer A 2

The CJl is currently on a four-day visit to Bhutan. His office said he would

come back and send his recommendation to the government.
TR 59 900 9R feaitr Ye ¢ W §| 3% Hrier A Fwl fos 98
& §1G THR D UHT RABIRT 2ol

e As per seniority norms, Justice Surya Kant is the next in line to become

the 53rd CJI.

IRNEAT b AFGS! & ER, AaHfd Gddia 3Te 533 YT YT 5

picskeid

e  Chief Justice Gavai is scheduled to retire on November 24.

ST AT Tag &1 AarfAghy 24 FaaR &1 Fuila 71

Under the Memorandum of Procedure for appointment of the CJI and

Supreme Court Judges, the Law Ministry seeks the recommendation of the

outgoing CJI on the next appointment.

TReT T iR atw =array & <A 3t fAafed & fou 97 ufsear

YT (Memorandum of Procedure) & dgd, I HATAT 3T FYfad R @

a1 granefi=r 3t Rywrier aimar g

e  The letter from the government kickstarts the appointment process for the

next CJI.

PR HT g U 3Tat a1 =qrarehi=r &5t Frgferr ufshar & 3reema wrar g

The process usually begins a month before the incumbent is to demit

office.

g UfshUl SR TR U BISA ¥ TP AIE gd L& g ¢

Justice Surya Kant was born on February 10, 1962, in Hisar, Haryana.

GBid BT T 10 WRaARY, 1962 ! AN & fgar & gam a1l

After completing his graduation from his hometown, Justice Kant eamed

his Bachelor’s degree in Law in 1984 from Maharishi Dayanand University,

Rohtak.
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e He started his legal practice at the Hisar district court and shifted to Chandigarh in 1985
to practise in the Punjab and Haryana High Court.

IBH U P Hfded & Yoard fFar forem =urarera 3 &1 oiR 1985 ¥ TShTg WA
TR USITd 3R gieamon S= =ararery o $ary & |

e Justice Kant has represented a number of universities, boards, corporations, banks and
also the High Court itself.

arayfd wia A w3 fayfaerey, ST, A, da ok wad 3= =arare &1 o ufaffa

fPar gl

¢ Justice Kant became the youngest Advocate-General of Haryana on July 7, 2000, and
was designated a senior advocate in March 2001.

Arafef Fid 7 FaTs, 2000 B FRATON & T FaT AT Uaaar 9= 3R A1d 2001 § 3% aivg

3iftraedr & ¥ A 1fHd fobar |

¢ He was elevated as a judge of the Punjab and Haryana High Court on January 9, 2004,
and was appointed the Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh High Court in October

2018.

I 9 SFa3T, 2004 &) USITE 3R SRATT I AT & ARTNRI & 0 H Ueiwd fodr T
3R SFEER 2018 T 3% RHTIS WS I <ARITeRd & H&I Arefi=r o =0 § Fga fasan

BRI

o He is due to retire on February 9, 2027.

India, Bhutan review
security cooperation,
border management

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India and Bhutan reviewed
border management and
security in a meeting held
at Thimphu from October
16-17, a statement by the
Union Home Ministry said
on Thursday.

The Ministry said the
two countries had re-
viewed bilateral security
cooperation and border
management issues, in-
cluding mobile signal spil-
lover, future road map for
integrated check posts,
maintenance of boundary
pillars, and cross-border
movement.

Discussions covered ca-
pacity building for Bhu-
tan’s police. The delega-
tions expressed
satisfaction at the cordial
and constructive discus-
sions and reiterated their
resolve to work together
for a safe, secure and
prosperous border, the Mi-

nistry said. This was the
14th India-Bhutan Border
Management and Security
meeting. The last meeting
was held in 2019.

The Indian delegation
was led by Rajendra Ku-
mar, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Border Manage-
ment, Home Ministry,
while the Bhutanese side
was headed by Sonam
Wangyel, Secretary, Minis-
try of Home Affairs.

India shares a 699-km
border with Bhutan, run-
ning along the States of Sik-
kim, West Bengal, Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh.
“Reaffirming their strong
friendship, India and Bhu-
tan committed to deepen-
ing cooperation across tra-
ditional and emerging
areas... Their enduring
partnership, rooted in
shared geography, culture,
and people-to-people ties,
continues to serve as a mo-
del for regional coopera-
tion,” the Ministry said.

Jarf-gf 9 weast, 2027 &1 Ruikd g1

India, Bhutan review security cooperation,
border management

YRT iR YT 7 YR&T JgaT 3R JT udeq
DY IS B

. India and Bhutan reviewed border management
and security in a meeting held at Thimphu from October
16-17, a statement by the Union Home Ministry said on
Thursday.

YR 3R Y™ A Fp | 16-17 aFgaR B R 6% &
T weieE MR TR&T Bt eften 31, o i A e

AT - TFAR S| 9 § gl

. The Ministry said the two countries had reviewed
bilateral security cooperation and border management
issues, including mobile signal spillover, future road map
for integrated check posts, maintenance of boundary
pillars, and cross-border movement.

TATT = HBT b a1 G=1T A oY-aRwT YRET TR 3% A
yaeA Haeht gel & weien &, oo darsa Ra [,
THIpd A U & T uidsg o v, Jr &l a1
@@, 3R W1 uR fafaftrr i o

. Discussions covered capacity building for
Bhutan’s police.

Tt § YeT yfers & forg grran famifor v o+t =R foban
RN

. The delegations expressed satisfaction at the
cordial and constructive discussions and reiterated their
resolve to work together for a safe, secure and prosperous
border, the Ministry said.

T A del fob ulafRfimsal 3 [t 3R ToATHS gaisi 3
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This was the 14th India-Bhutan Border Management and Security meeting. The last
meeting was held in 2019. )

g HURA-YeT- ST Yt MR YRET 6% BT 1491 |hRur 1| IS 9o 2019 H g3 At
The Indian delegation was led by Rajendra Kumar, Secretary, Department of Border
Management, Home Ministry, while the Bhutanese side was headed by Sonam Wangyel,
Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs.

YR UAHIHS $T Aqd Ieis $AR, Ifa, Jar uaem faun, g @ared = &, sefe
YT U8l T Add A aidd, 9fea, qgmﬁf%m

India shares a 699-km border with Bhutan, running along the States of Sikkim, West
Bengal, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.

YR &1 YT & 1Y 699 fortft wam Tfrwr aren 7, S Rifeww, ufdm swma, s/aw siv
IFUTTIA YSRT ¥ GIx ToRdl |

“reaffirming their strong friendship, India and Bhutan committed to deepening cooperation
across traditional and emerging areas... Their enduring partnership, rooted in shared

geography, culture, and people-to-people ties, continues to serve as a model for regional
cooperation,” the Ministry said.

“3(G=t Aot R 1 gfY R U, YR 3R Y™ - TRUR® 3% ¢ &= & JgaiT &t 1en
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The UN matters, as a symbol of possibility

ighty years ago, in the aftermath of the
most devastating war in human history,
the nations of the world came together
to forge a new compact — one that
would seek to prevent future conflict, promote
human dignity and uphold the rule of law across
borders. The United Nations (UN) was born not of
triumph, but of tragedy; not as a monument to
power, but as a mechanism for peace.

As someone who served the UN for nearly
three decades, from 1978 to 2007, I witnessed
first-hand its evolution from a Cold War
battleground to a post-Cold War laboratory of
global cooperation. I saw the UN falter in Rwanda
and Srebrenica, and rise to the occasion in East
Timor and Namibia. I saw it struggle with
bureaucracy and politics, yet persist in its mission
to feed the hungry, shelter the displaced, and give
voice to the voiceless. The UN is not perfect — nor
was it ever meant to be — but it remains
indispensable.

At 80, the UN stands at a crossroads. The
world it was designed to serve has changed
beyond recognition. The bipolar order of 1945
gave way to American unipolarity, which in turn
has yielded to a fragmented, multipolar
landscape. New powers have emerged, old
alliances have frayed, and transnational
challenges —from climate change to cyber warfare
— defy the boundaries of traditional diplomacy.
The UN must adapt or risk irrelevance.

A shifting global landscape

The most striking transformation in recent years
has been the erosion of the post-war consensus.
The institutions built to uphold liberal
internationalism are under strain, not only from
authoritarian regimes but also from within
democracies themselves. Multilateralism is
increasingly viewed with suspicion, and
nationalism —once a force for liberation — is now
often wielded as a cudgel against cooperation.

In this context, the UN’s foundational
principles — sovereign equality, peaceful
resolution of disputes, and collective security —
are more vital than ever. But they are also more
contested. The Security Council, for instance,
remains frozen in time, reflecting the power
dynamics of 1945 rather than the realities of 2025.
Calls for reform have grown louder, especially
from countries such as India, Germany, Japan,
Brazil, and South Africa, which rightly seek a seat
at the table commensurate with their global
standing.

India’s own case is compelling. As the world’s
most populous nation and largest democracy, a
major contributor to UN peacekeeping, and a
rising economic power, India embodies the spirit
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The United
Nations, at 80,
is a work in
progress, with a
vital role in
global affairs

of the UN Charter. Despite all this, it remains
outside the permanent membership of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) — a glaring
anomaly that undermines the Council’s
legitimacy and effectiveness.

Despite its shortcomings, the UN continues to
play a vital role in global affairs. Its humanitarian
agencies — UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), World
Food Programme (WFP), UNICEF — deliver
life-saving aid in conflict zones and
disaster-stricken regions. Its peacekeepers,
though stretched thin, provide a modicum of
stability in fragile states. Its convening power
allows nations to negotiate, deliberate, and
sometimes even agree.

The UN’s normative influence is perhaps its
most underappreciated asset. Through its
declarations, treaties, and resolutions, it has
helped shape global norms on human rights,
gender equality and sustainable development.
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
adopted in 2015, represent a bold vision for
inclusive growth and planetary stewardship —
one that transcends borders and ideologies.

Yet, the UN’s ability to act is often constrained
by the very member-states that it serves. When
powerful nations flout international law or use
their vetoes to shield allies (or worse,
themselves), the UN is left hamstrung. When
funding is politicised or withheld, its agencies
struggle to deliver. The UN is not an abstract
entity. It is a mirror of the world, reflecting its
differences and inequities, and the will (or lack
thereof) of its members.

The challenge of strategic autonomy
India’s foreign policy has long emphasised
sovereignty and strategic autonomy, resisting
alignment with any single power bloc. This
approach has gained renewed relevance in a
world marked by great-power competition and
regional instability. Alongside other rising and
middle powers, India seeks to protect regional
interests without being drawn into rivalries
among the United States, China or Russia.

This posture reflects a broader critique of
global governance structures, particularly the
UNSC. India has consistently called for reform
that reflects contemporary realities — one that is
not merely powerful but principled, inclusive and
representative. The current system, shaped by
post-war hierarchies, remains inequitable and
unresponsive to diverse perspectives.

A reimagined global order must embrace
plurality — not just of power, but of experience
and voice. India’s vision is not of dominance, but
of dignity: a world where sovereignty is
respected, cooperation is valued and institutions

The UN matters, as a symbol of possibility

Y XY HG@YU! 3, TP UG & Uelts & =0 &

United Nations at 80

|G Iy $i 8odi auinic

o Eighty years ago, in the aftermath of the most devastating war in human history, the nations
of the world came together to forge a new compact — one that would seek to prevent future
conflict, promote human dignity and uphold the rule of law across borders.

S AT Ugd, A4 e & Fe faAmreTst

fere Teha gu
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e The United Nations (UN) was born not of triumph, but of tragedy; not as a monument to
power, but as a mechanism for peace.

HYSH Y (UN) BT 5 faera I 781, dfeeh ATHEY 8 §3MT; T8 ekl b1 TR g, Sfesh Tifer

cakce i

are shaped by the many, not the few.

So what must be done? First, the UNSC must
be reformed to reflect contemporary realities.
This is not merely a matter of equity. It is a matter
of efficacy. A UNSC that excludes key
stakeholders cannot hope to command
legitimacy or deliver results. Second, the UN must
invest in agility. In a world of fast-moving crises,
responsiveness is key. Streamlining
decision-making, empowering field operations,
and embracing digital tools are essential steps.
Third, the UN must reclaim its moral voice. In an
age of disinformation and polarisation, the UN’s
ability to speak truth to power — to uphold
universal values and defend the vulnerable - is
more important than ever. This requires courage,
clarity and consistency.

Finally, member-states must recommit to the
UN’s mission. The organisation cannot function
without political will and financial support. It
needs champions, not just critics; partners, not
just participants. Budgetary shortfalls, thanks to
defaults by the U.S. and others of their dues, have
forced the Secretariat to implement painful staff
reductions, freeze hiring, and scale back core
programmes. The irony is stark: the institution
most needed to address global crises is being
weakened by the very powers that helped create
it.

A mandate for the future as renewal, reform
The UN at 80 is neither a relic nor a panacea. It is
a work in progress — a reflection of our collective
aspirations and contradictions. Its failures are
real, but so are its achievements. To dismiss the
UN is to abandon the idea that humanity can
govern itself through dialogue rather than
domination.

As someone who spent much of his adult life in
its service, I remain convinced that the UN
matters. It matters to the refugee seeking shelter,
to the peacekeeper standing guard, to the
diplomat negotiating a fragile truce. It matters to
all of us who believe that cooperation is not
weakness, and that justice is not a luxury.

The United Nations remains an indispensable
symbol — not of perfection, but of possibility. As
Dag Hammarskjold said, it was meant “not to
take mankind to heaven, but to save humanity
from hell”. The UN is both stage and actor: a
stage for its member-states, and an actor when
they empower it to defend our common
humanity. Ironically, the actor is often blamed for
the failures of the stage. As it marks its 80th
anniversary, its challenge is to become more
representative, responsive, and resilient in a
world that needs principled global cooperation
more than ever.

g5 & 918, g & Y T A1 WY F71 &
— S Hfasg & Tod &1 A, AT TRAT 6! FG1aT1 o 3R B &b A B
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Serving the UN from 1978 to 2007, | witnessed its evolution from a Cold War battleground
to a post-Cold War laboratory of global cooperation.

1978 ¥ 2007 A% UN B & o 8T, T1 39 U& XM g5 BT Fad I T5adh: dilie Tgant
! TRE-PITS IR YIRS Bid ol

| saw the UN falter in Rwanda and Srebrenica, and rise in East Timor and Namibia.

A7 T {5 UN TaisT iR ARt & 3Rithd TeT, iR $%¢ feriR ok =fifaan & wowa ga

| saw it struggle with bureaucracy and politics, yet persist in its mission to feed the hungry,
shelter the displaced, and give voice to the voiceless.

T4 3 3 a5 sgRIsh SR e 9 Sgret &, iR off oot fime & fRR 35 & — @it 3t
YIS 31, R AT Y 3imeg @41, 3R fARTYRY &Y Sirarst s

The UN is not perfect, nor was it ever meant to be, but it remains indispensable.

UN gof 81 8, 3R & T 81 & fore =17 o1, dfesT ae aiffamd 2

The UN at a Crossroads

WY Y TP HIS W

At 80, the UN stands at a crossroads. The world it was designed to serve has changed
beyond recognition.

80 a¥ o IH H, UN T HIs W TaT ¢ | 5 gfar &t Va1 & forw 38 sHman a1 o1, 98 e
q IR 95 g ¢

The bipolar order of 1945 gave way to American unipolarity, which has yielded to a
fragmented, multipolar landscape.

1945 %1 fg U MRS THYdaar & ggd I, S 3§ Wisd, uftewg &
Uﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁ%?gl T

New powers have emerged, old alliances have frayed, and transnational challenges —
from climate change to cyber warfare — defy traditional diplomacy.

TS Nfoal IR &, R ArgieTial FHeR SIS AT — wreraTg ufads
@ﬁaﬁﬂﬁg?wag:ﬁ Wwﬁaﬁ%‘cﬁﬁr%

The UN must adapt or risk irrelevance.

UN & SR Terd ST N 30T I8 3UTifTe g Tebell 3|

A Shifting Global Landscape
afy& uitewa d sqae

The most striking transformation has been the erosion of post-war consensus.

URad 8 TR Tgufd 31 & |
Institutions built to uphold liberal internationalism are under strain, not only from
authoritarian regimes but also from within democracies.
YR SNl frave SIARRIPIaTg & §91C 3@ & {70 §H1¢ 7T 3, 3 91a H €, 7 badl arrmg
M §fch ApaAl & HiaR |

Multilateralism is increasingly viewed with suspicion, and nationalism — once a force for
liberation — is now often used against cooperation.

SgULTadr 31 319 W P WY < SNl &, AR IPATG — Sl HH qfea o1 Aredqs o1 — 3@
SRR FEaNT & FeTw a1 far S g |

In this context, the UN’s foundational principles — sovereign equality, peaceful
resolution of disputes, and collective security — are more vital than ever, but also more
contested.

g T B, UN & qaye Risia — adwifire gurar, zrifaguf faare gumem, ok amgfes
TR — 3/ Tga | 3ifere Hewaqul, A aiftrep faarfea g1

The Security Council remains frozen in time, reflecting the power dynamics of 1945 rather
than the realities of 2025.

TR Uik T & ST §S 8, S 1945 Y xifak IRaT &1 gifdt 8, 7 fb 2025 Fi
CIRSICE| Rl

Calls for reform have grown louder from countries like India, Germany, Japan, Brazil, and
South Africa, seeking a UNSC seat commensurate with their global standing.
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=TT O HIRE, STHAR, ST, Seitd, 3R g3 SpieT & GUR & 0 §¢ 75 §, S Sio+t
fre RN 310 UNSC e T1Ea B

India’s Case in UN
GG MY | YR BT HTHEAT

India is the world’s most populous nation and largest democracy, a major UN
peacekeeping contributor, and a rising economic power, embodying the spirit of the UN
Charter.

HRd BT I AP STTHBT AT S 3R I F8T Ao 5, UN Tifel RITYT BT
LLiGH , 3R TH IUR 3nffe =fd, St UN TR Ft Uia=TT &1 ciar g1

Despite this, India remains outside permanent membership of the UNSC — a glaring
anomaly that undermines the Council’s legitimacy and effectiveness.

3P FTavig, HRA UNSC Pt RITH Hewdl & 18R § — U Wy fafkerdn, St uitee ot duer
3R UGN T &1 HHSR Hal g

UN’s Role and Challenges

UN &1 YfireT 3R gAfaar

Desplte shortcomings, the UN continues to play a vital role in global affairs.

| & STae[e, UN afie ATeel 8 Aeeaqul yfre Aumar 2|
Humanitarian agencies like UNHCR, WFP, UNICEF deliver life-saving aid in conflict zones
and disaster-stricken re

UNHCR, WFP, UNICEF %@nﬂﬁaqﬁmmaﬁ 3R 3Tuer yuIfad & § ShiaRer®
TR UG H & |

UN peacekeepers, though stretched thin, provide stability in fragile states.

UN 3 STl &I, graiits S0 Sme=Tt 3 T1e, Ty 1edl B FRRET TeH 33 2

The UN’s normative influence is its most underappreciated asset, shaping global norms
on human rights, gender equality, and sustainable development.

UN T HTH® WIS 3P JaY 3fed Yediferd U g, S ATAAYU®TR, Qe THHCT, 3R
Had faer R afy® ards Fuiid a2l

The SDGs, adopted in 2015, represent a bold vision for inclusive growth and planetary
stewardship, transcending borders and ideologies.

2015 ¥ U 7T SDGs JHERN fABRT 3R 7§ W& & o Uer wreflie =P U avd
St et SR faaRurIst ¥ W 31

The UN’s ability to act is often constrained by the **member-states** themselves. Powerful
nations may flout international law or use vetoes, while funding may be politicized or
withheld, limiting UN’s effectiveness.

UN &1 PRATS BT & SRR G Il gRT A Bl ¢ | R Y SRS BT
T ITIT B Fhd © T ATt BT TANT IR Gohd &, STaid BIST BT IS ABR0T A1 P UN
@ gyTaRftadr & WiHd a8

The UN is not an abstract entity, but a mirror of the world, reflecting its differences,
inequities, and the will (or lack thereof) of its members.

UN 1S Qegifae S 781 8, sfep g8 gfar &1 g 8, o 39! fisrand, Sra|mars, 3R
el ) 33T (AT ISP HHY) H! (A1 3|

The Challenge of Strategic Autonomy

Juifae Tarawar &1 g

India’s foreign policy has long emphasised sovereignty and strategic autonomy, resisting
alignment with any ngle power bloc.

HRd @1 fadwr o Ty Q AT SR Yurifae Trdr ROk 3 @l e, 9k
ﬁﬁwﬁw%ww%@mﬁaﬂﬁ%
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This approach has gained renewed relevance in a world marked by great-power
competltlon and reglonal instability.

ggﬁr%a% DU I g1 H T3 U1 g1 el ¢ off HeTRIfa ufoeasf oik & rfRu=ar
!

Alongside other rising and middle powers, India seeks to protect regional interests without
being drawn into rivalries among the United States, China, or Russia.

T SR AR Tom TR b T1Y, HRd ST et Y R& &R FIedl 8, R e, 9
19 & s Ufagfear § Ba|

This posture reflects a broader critique of global governance structures, particularly the
UNSC.

g 3 AP MHA JAISH B! ATTD Tl Dl A 8, fIUY =7 I UNSC Fi|

India has consistently called for reform that reflects contemporary realities — one that is
not merely powerful but principled, inclusive, and representative.

YR TR R &) Hi7 el T6T & S Sefr areataeparan @ el & — ot aet
I el afedp FgiauRe®, gHaRh 3R ufaf i gl

The current system, shaped by post-war hierarchies, remains inequitable and
unresponsive to diverse perspectives.

JAA YOI, S YRR ISl GRT 3THR &1 1T 5, SRTAH 3R falte eI & ufa
SR s €3 71

A reimagined global order must embrace plurality — not just of power, but of experience
and voice.

yﬁ@:mmmﬁw&mﬁm—mmﬁaﬁaﬂwsﬁ?m
|

India’s vision is not of dominance, but of dignity: a world where sovereignty is respected,
cooperation is valued, and institutions are shaped by the many, not the few.

R T ERHIUT T BT T Sich TR b7 2 U Ve gIyan ofel rd e &1 G ),
T ) e T Y, SR WIS 31 agl gRT, PO GRT AE PR A |

What Must Be Done
1 {1 s | rfee

First, the UNSC must be reformed to reflect contemporary realities.

TS U5, UNSC &1 STYFIP arRafaabarsii o =1 o fod GuTia foar S argul
This is not merely a matter of equity. It is a matter of efficac
HEWWHHTWW%‘T%I UB’UWR‘:ITWIITHET%I

A UNSC that excludes key stakeholders cannot hope to command legitimacy or deliver
results.

T% UNSC S JReT RAOUR®! &1 §1eR X4ad1 €, 98 A4ar 1 TRumy &t IAfiE el o Il
Second, the UN must invest in aglllty

GIRT, UN & ereiterad § =1 &1 a1fe Tl

In a world of fast-moving crlses resgonsweness is key.

Ueb gfar & Srgf aoft | gaadt W@ Tgayuf 3|

Streamlining decision-making, empowering field operations, and embracing digital tools
are essential steps.

fAofa a1 9t uftra Y e a1, &g Sl B TR g9, $R fSRred g AT
TS HEH ¢ |

Third, the UN must reclaim its moral voice.

FrERT, UN &1 3ot A Simare g: U Rt a1

In an age of disinformation and polarisation, the UN’s ability to speak truth to power — to
uphold universal values and defend the vulnerable — is more important than ever.

TTAd ISR 3R & g H, UN & Tarenfeal | I St 3t errar — ardifie
gﬁﬁﬁaﬂmwﬁ TG B RG] DI & B DI & — T8 & 3% Agaquf
|

This requires courage, clarity, and consistency.

3% foIT ATEH, Tyl 3R fRRAT 3! 3TaxgHhdr 8|
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Finally, member-states must recommit to the UN’s mission.

3fd H, IR I UN & FiIRE & ufa ot ufdaregat clant gRfyd a1

The organisation cannot function without political will and financial support.

g GiTo IeTIfae geoTRriad iR 3nfie wd= & o1 orf 98t o2 Ivan|

It needs champions, not just critics; partners, not just participants.

=2 Pad TS 7o) dieth THAD, Had Hw Tl Siep PR TR

Budgetary shortfalls, due to defaults by the U.S. and others, have forced the Secretariat to
implement painful staff reductions, freeze hiring, and scale back core programmes.

. SRART 3R 3T GRT <7 IR 7 27 & BRU, GGy ) HHATY Bt udf
R AP, ma@mﬁmmm

The irony is stark: the institution most needed to address global crises is being weakened
by the very powers that helped create it.

o Wy g off G=1 AfYP Hepal ol Taifdd o & folu o 3awas g, 3¢ gt Wfeqar
PR H a1 ¢ e 39 givrd fpar|

A Mandate for the Future: Renewal and Reform

yfasg & fore s Adi-ieror sk gur

The UN at 80 is neither a relic nor a panacea.

80 T4 @t IU | UNqa‘fﬁs‘mgﬁwﬁﬁs‘ﬁM|

It is a work in progress — a reflection of our collective aspirations and contradictions.
Ig U Wifd W BT § — S GART ATfe® Simapignaii 3R favtemymat &1 ufafda g1

Its failures are real, but so are its achievements.

D! MBI JRAMGD 5, A ST Iuaterr Hi g

To dismiss the UN is to abandon the idea that humanity can govern itself through dialogue
rather than domination.

UN &1 TS 31 39 AR &1 AR & TG0 ¢ o AIadn "arg & A1eqd J S0+ 319 &
MR R et 8, TY & AT § 7|

The UN remains an indispensable symbol — not of perfection, but of possibility.

UN T& ifrard wdtes o1 gt § — qufar &1 7181, Sfcs HyTa=T &1

As Dag Hammarskjold said, it was meant “not to take mankind to heaven, but to save
humanity from hell”.

3 FHIIHSICS - BT, SYPT I “HIFadl ! Wi H o ST 18], Sfeeh Reb I FaH1 87|
The UN is both stage and actor: a stage for its member-states, and an actor when they
empower it to defend common humanity.

UN G &: 99 3R ifH=r: Wﬂmﬂ%ﬁww 3R 91§ d U \IHTT GGl $I 38T &
INISNESECEIGEAGE R R G

Ironically, the actor is often blamed for the failures of the stage.

fage 78 § i AT ) SR wa P sRIEaarait o1 St sexmr S 8|

As it marks its 80th anniversary, its challenge is to become more representative,
responsive, and resilient in a world that needs principled global cooperation more than
ever.

3Tt 80T arffest W, 9T I T8 § & T sifdes ufaf=ifd, ufafsrarsita sz a=fiem &=,
39 g A fordt vga ¥ o1 Rigiaur® af¥e TgaivT & siaxashdr 3|
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Immunity of international organisations is no free pass -

nternational cooperation between countries
l often leads to the creation of international

organisations (I0s) to administer the treaties
that states sign and ratify. These 10s, or
Intergovernmental Organisations, may operate at
the multilateral level, such as the United Nations
(UN), or at the regional level, such as the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation.

While the existence of these 10s is a fact of life,
a question of contemporary relevance that has
not attracted much attention is whether 10s are
subject to the jurisdiction of the domestic courts
of the host state where they are based, or
whether they enjoy immunity from such
jurisdiction. This question is particularly relevant
for India as it is home to a number of 10s.

The immunities that different I0s enjoy differ.
An 10’s immunity is to be determined through a
careful reading of the treaty establishing the 10,
the headquarters agreement (an agreement
between the 10 and the host state), and the
domestic legislation, if any, that created the I10.
The theoretical basis for an 10’s immunity from
the jurisdiction of the host state’s domestic courts
is based on the ‘functional necessity’ thesis.

Accordingly, immunity to I0s is crucial to
ensure that they can perform their functions
smoothly. While this is generally true, the
functional necessity thesis, as international
lawyers such as Jan Klabbers point out, is not
without its problems. For instance, what happens
when an 10 abuses its powers by acting in an
arbitrary or discriminatory fashion? Can the 10
still hide under the cloak of immunity in the
name of functionality?

Judicial practice of other countries

In numerous countries, a typical case that their
national courts have handled is whether they
have jurisdiction to hear employment disputes
between a staff member and the 10. In all such
disputes, 10s have claimed immunity from the
court’s jurisdiction. If an 10 wishes to claim

>
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immunity from domestic courts for employment
disputes, it should provide an alternative
mechanism to its staff to settle disputes that they
may have with the organisation. The
International Court of Justice, as early as 1954, in
the Effect of Awards Case, upheld the creation of
the United Nations Administrative Tribunal, a
body created by the UN, for the purpose of
providing an orderly judicial mechanism to settle
staff disputes.

Traditionally, courts in several jurisdictions
have dismissed claims brought by staff members
against an 10 on the principle of functional
immunity. However, more recently, as
international lawyer August Reinisch
demonstrates, national courts have begun to
assess the ‘human rights impact’ of their
immunity decisions. The critical question is
whether the court’s denial of jurisdiction to hear
a claim brought against an IO by a staff member
will render the petitioner without remedies. If
yes, it would constitute a denial of justice.

Alternative remedy

Arguably, if an 10 provides for an alternative
dispute settlement mechanism for its staff
members, the domestic court should deny
jurisdiction, upholding the I0’s immunity.
However, a mere theoretical possibility of an
alternative dispute settlement is not enough. As
the Italian Supreme Court held in Drago vs
International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, the
alternative remedy should be an independent
and impartial judicial remedy to settle staff
disputes.

Likewise, a Belgian court in Siedler vs Western
European Union abjured the 10’s immunity
because the alternative remedy did not promise a
fair trial. In Banque africaine de développement vs
Degboe, a French court rejected the immunity
argument of the because no alternative remedy
existed. The bank had created an alternative
remedy after the petitioner’s dismissal, which the

petitioner could not access. In short, what courts
worldwide are increasingly assessing is not just
the availability of the 10s” alternative dispute
settlement but also its adequacy, judged by the
principles of natural justice. To better understand
this point, let us assume that the domestic
legislation creating the 10 or the headquarters
agreement between the 10 and the host state
provides for arbitration as an alternative method
to resolve employment-related disputes. Will this
be sufficient for the 10 to claim immunity from
the domestic court’s jurisdiction? The answer is
no. The theoretical availability of arbitration is a
starting point.

Vital questions

The key question is about what steps the I0 has
taken to effectively implement this alternative
remedy. For example, has the 10 established a
precise mechanism for conducting arbitration to
address employment disputes within its rules,
regulations and by-laws? Has it appointed a panel
of independent arbitrators? Has the 10 been
affiliated with any arbitral institution and adopted
its rules? Moreover, has it expressly waived its
immunity regarding the supervisory jurisdiction
of domestic courts in the arbitration of
employment disputes? If not, arbitration will not
be an effective remedy.

In other words, has the IO taken steps to
ensure that this alternative remedy provides
reasonable and effective access to a dispute
settlement mechanism that is fair for the
adjudication of employment disputes? If the
answer is no, the IO cannot reasonably claim
immunity in employment disputes before
domestic courts.

In sum, the immunity of I0s should be
respected. Nonetheless, immunity should not
become a licence for an 10 to abuse public power,
leading to grave injustice.

The views expressed are personal

Immunity of international organisations is no free pass

STRRTYT TS} BT UfARET HIs qu U TE1 8

¢ International cooperation between countries often leads to the creation of international
organlsatlons (I0s) to administer the treatles that states sign and ratify.

R IE]

TEUNT 3R Y 3f

T §RT BEATERT SR Y T T <fRr &1 HareH o

e These |0s, or Intergovernmental Organisations, may operate at the multilateral level,
such as the United Nations (UN), or at the regional level, such as the South Asian
Association for Reglonal Cooperation.

T |0s, TT SaR-TURBRY

TR |, oY gféror TRmrs &= ggahT Iy

o While the existence of these IOs is a fact of life, a question of contemporary relevance is
whether IOs are subject to the jurisdiction of the domestic courts of the host state, or
whether they enjoy immunity from such jurisdiction.

Sefd 39 10s BT

REEIIECD

m%(IOs)$ﬁﬂfUTﬁ&ﬁ?ﬁGﬂﬁT%Gﬁ
TS, TgUEi TR W BT IR Ihd &, oY 6 T (UN), 1 &1

Ui FaTd U8 & fob T 10s ASEH 4

aﬁaﬁqamé?m%aga%% 7 3% T PR &F I 3:gfAdt v g

» This question is particularly relevant for India as it is home to a number of IOs.
g Jard IRy U § HRd & forg weayuf § F4ifes g8l &8 10s & TATed g |

e The immunities that different 10s enjoy differ.

faft= 10s gRT U gRgfeie

S-S Blelt g

¢ An|O’s immunity is determined through the treaty establishing the 10, the headquarters
agreement (between the |10 and host state), and the domestic legislation, if any, that
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ted the 10.
Cgzﬁelo ﬁgs'qﬁtﬁwm,g@mmsﬁmao 3R BofaH o9 & o) SR et off R,
S & T1ed ¥ Fuiid g1 8 A 10 & s |l

The theoretical basis for an IO’s immunity from the jurisdiction of the host state’s domestic
courts is based on the ‘functional necessity’ thesis.

fFeft 10 Bt ASTE T B TR 3feTerd] P HRABR &7 A SR o1 Agifded MR ‘Prafcdd
raRgear Rigid W snuRd g

Accordingly, immunity to IOs is crucial to ensure they can perform their functions smoothly.
ISR, 10s B A ST Hgaquf § dlfs 33U SR YarRs =7 A IR I |

While this is generally true, the functional necessity thesis, as international lawyers such as
Jan Klabbers point out, is not without its problems.

SIefo U8 WHI: el 5, PRI ATaRadhdl Rigid, o [ SIaRIgT aoid o Jaad o
AR &, TN § qad T8l g

For instance, what happens when an IO abuses its powers by acting in an arbitrary or
discriminatory fashion?

IETER0T & T, 6 D13 10 3T ATYPRY BT GSUANT BT § 3R AT A1 NgUaquf FRidh
Y BT BT § ol AT BIeh &2

Can the 10 still hide under the cloak of immunity in the name of functionality?

&1 10 3t off prafarerdar & W W R $t AR d 5 I g2

Judicial Practice of Other Countries

3 SN BT RS 3T

In numerous countries, a typical case handled by national courts is whether they have
jurisdiction to hear employment disputes between a staff member and the 10.

s oxi §, AP SrEradl gRT U T FHEM J1Hal | I8 @1 oiid] ¢ fo a1 3o U
PR &7 & f 3 Tl Sefardt 3ik 10 & S & AR faare) & g7 I |

In all such disputes, 10s have claimed immunity from the court’s jurisdiction.

TG it faaret , 10s 7 sreTed & Sftrer & 1 3RgfAdt o1 arar fbar §1

If an 10 wishes to claim immunity from domestic courts for employment disputes, it should
provide an alternative mechanism to its staff to settle disputes with the organisation.
g H18 10 ISR farel & fore R sraradl 3§ SRS &1 gral A1 a8l &, O 39 30
HHARG Bl Yo & 1Y faare gagm & forw dwfere &3 e H-1 Tt

The International Court of Justice, as early as 1954, in the Effect of Awards Case, upheld
the creation of the United Nations Administrative Tribunal, a body created by the UN, to
provide an orderly judicial mechanism to settle staff disputes.

SARTETA <RI (ICJ) 7, S¥ fds 1954 F Effect of Awards Case H, Tga 1Y WIS
ATATfERor & i 3T W8 383/, S UN §RT SH/-T 711 T el ¢, Hﬁ?;%ﬁﬁﬂ'lﬁ
D! A & U U sqafRyd =amilie dx UaH foar o 9|

Traditionally, courts in several jurisdictions have dismissed claims brought by staff members
against an 10 on the principle of functional immunity.

URURS &0 ¥, Hs AT &3 BI 3fETad] 1 drItd® 39—l & Rigid )R 10 & g
FHATRG! §RT AT 1T a6t &1 TR IR &1 7

More recently, as international lawyer August Reinisch demonstrates, national courts have
begun to assess the human rights impact of their immunity decisions.

BT &1 B, 9N 3 SIS gasla sifvree Sifersr 2 fawaman B, Ity srererdt o oo srgfaidt
fAofat & aFaTfRieR yuTe &1 geie &= @t 8|

The critical question is whether the court’s denial of jurisdiction to hear a claim brought
against an 1O by a staff member will render the petitioner without remedies.
He@qul Jard 78 § & a1 srered gRT fht 10 & Raars e} gRT @Y MU g & g1 &
HFUPR A FAPR I 9 AIPIDhal bl U Igd I fean Sem|

If yes, it would constitute a denial of justice.

g g1, Y I8 =T BT EHR SHT|
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Alternative Remedy

dofcr® ITER

Arguably, if an 1O provides for an alternative dispute settlement mechanism for its staff
members, the domestic court should denyjurlsdlctlon upholding the IO’s immunity.

TG U G, T FIE 10 HTR HHAREY & 317 TR [AaTe FIaRUT o7 TaH 1 2, o

m&maﬁaﬁ\weﬁa@sﬂwmm, 3R 10 o g Y T G A1

However, a mere theoretical possibility of an alternative dispute settlement is not enough.

gTlifeh, PHad Vgifad VU T g1 5|

As the Italian Supreme Court held in Drago vs International Plant Genetic Resources

Institute, the alternative remedy should be an independent and impartial judicial remedy

to settle staff disputes.

oI E?IWI@[ Tdre <ArTay Drago vs International Plant Genetic Resources

Institute ¥ $g1, dbeUd IUAR TS Wad AR frwgr =arfe Iurd g1 A1y o Seanrt

faarel =1 goren 9

Likewise, a Belgian court in Siedler vs Western European Union abjured the IO’s

immunity because the alternative remedy did not promise a fair trial.

é?ﬁ g, Uh é%mé Sfqled 9 Siedler vs Western European Union 710 3t sqﬁﬁ Call

QRS R a1 iifcs Jpferd IUAR <RI YRI&T0T 1 dTal g1 Bl AT

In Banque africaine de développement vs Degboe, a French court rejected the immunity

argument because no alternative remedy existed.

Banque africaine de développement vs Degboe ff, Uh PaRiEs| Sqleld Bl s'ﬂlﬁff TH o

QNS I a1 Rl DTS APfeud STAR Higg To! ATl

The bank had created an alternative remedy after the petitioner’s dismissal, which the

petitioner could not access.

?ﬁm%mﬁ%mwﬁ%mw%mww o anfrepreral de uga T8t
I

In short, courts worldwide are increasingly assessing not just the availability of 10s’

alternative dispute settlement but also its adequacy, judged by the principles of natural

justice.

TaT | fAyR BT IS 319 Had |0s P it fadre ARl & SUdsd & el, sfeh
Wuu@wwﬁwwwﬂ%ﬁ@wﬁm%ﬁ@ﬁmww%l

To better understand this, assume that the domestic legislation creating the 10 or the
headquarters agreement between the IO and host state provides for arbitration as an
alternative method to resolve employment-related disputes.

Y YeR YA & U O o 3 10 &1 991 a1 TR P 110 3R ASGH I & o
AR GUSHT ISHTR-Aath fIarel &1 50 HRA & [T Al &1 U dhieud asihT
UG SR B

Will this be sufficient for the 10 to claim immunity from the domestic court’s jurisdiction?
The answer is no.

%amu"s' 10 P! TR 3feTad & ARIBR 87V 3 F1 /a1 FA & fre g geme I At
I

The theoretical availability of arbitration is a starting point.

AR B Agifad Iyasdr I URiH fag 2

Vital Questions

HEaqul Uy

The key question is about what steps the 1O has taken to effectively implement this
alternative remedy.

;@W%%%loﬁ@%mwﬁquﬁmw&mﬁémm

For example, has the IO established a precise mechanism for conducting arbitration to
address employment disputes within its rules, regulations and by-laws?
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ITERU & forg, Fm 10 7 oru forae, faferamt ofik Sufradt & iR Ao faarel @1 @
TR & U HeaRIAT FRA BT U At o RAMfUd fovar g2

e Has it appointed a panel of independent arbitrators?
H1 3T AT HARA 31 T I Fgad 31 82

e Has the 10 been affiliated with any arbitral institution and adopted its rules?
110 el Ty TR § oG ¢ 3R 39S ol & oo r 52

o Moreover, has it expressly waived its immunity regarding the supervisory jurisdiction of
domestic courts in the arbitration of employment disputes?
SUD S(ATAT, FT 39 AR FAaTG] o1 TeaRar 3 W Igradi & Uddeor ARSR &7 &
Tae T Ut SRSt WY U F AN & §?

o If not, arbitration will not be an effective remedy.
I =781, A Weawyar U YHTd SUER g1 gt

e |n other words, has the IO taken steps to ensure that this alternative remedy provides
reasonable and effective access to a dispute settlement mechanism that is fair for
adjudication of employment disputes?
G g H, {10 7 U8 YA 1 & U Had I3 § o I8 dofedres ITar Ifa ok
YU 95T TS & off AR faarel & Fuer & fod <amiTa g1?

e Ifthe answer is no, the 10 cannot reasonably claim immunity in employment disputes
before domestic courts.
g IR A1 5, A 10 TG SHSTAd! & TH- INTR faarel & sHfd &1 davdid ¥4 I gl
a1 B Y|

e In sum, the immunity of IOs should be respected.
H&U ¥, 10s &1 RIS o1 T o S iU

¢ Nonetheless, immunity should not become a licence for an IO to abuse public power,
leading to grave injustice.
R off, 10 ) SR T SRPBR T a1 QT oI I8 AT =1 KT BT GEUTNT HY
3R T TR ST I B
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Bombay HC sets up panel
to protect Sanjay Gandhi
park from encroachments

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court
has constituted a high-po-
wered committee headed
by former Allahabad High
Court Chief Justice Dilip
Babasaheb Bhosale to pro-
tect and preserve the San-
jay Gandhi National Park
(SGNP) after observing that
successive  governments
have failed to implement
its directions to safeguard
the park for nearly 30
years.

The Division Bench of
Chief Justice Shree Chan-
drashekhar and Justice
Gautam A. Ankhad was
hearing a contempt peti-
tion and a PIL alleging
“gross contempt” of multi-
ple orders aimed at safe-
guarding SGNP, a 104
sq.km. green expanse
within Mumbai and Thane.
Despite repeated judicial
interventions since the late
1990s, the court noted that
the State had not taken “ef-
fective steps” to comply
with its directions.

The order passed on Oc-
tober 16 and made availa-
ble on Wednesday (Octob-
er 22, 2025), said, “Various
orders passed by this Court
over a period of thirty
years are still to be com-
plied with. This has per-
haps led to further en-
croachments in SGNP.”

The court recorded that

Urban oasis: The park acts as Mumbai’s ‘green lung’, absorbing
carbon emissions and replenishing groundwater. FILE PHOTO

only 49 km of the 154 km
boundary wall has been
built, despite orders in
1997, 1999, 2000 and a fi-
nal judgment in 2003.
Even subsequent direc-
tions in 2024 and early
2025 were not followed.
The judges observed that
this prolonged inaction has
allowed encroachments to
spread deeper into the
park.
Calling SGNP “a crown
jewel for the cities of Mum-
bai and Thane”, the Bench
observed, “Considering
the present scenario, and
to ensure that steps are ta-
ken for protection of SGNP,
we deem it necessary to
constitute a High Power
Committee.”

SGNP is one of the few
national parks in the world
located within city limits.
Spread over 104 sq km, it is
home to leopards, over
1,000 plant species, and
the ancient Kanheri caves

dating back to the 1st cen-
tury BCE. The park acts as
Mumbai’s “green lung”,
absorbing carbon emis-
sions and replenishing
groundwater. Encroach-
ments and unchecked ur-
banisation have long threa-
tened its ecosystem.

The committee will in-
clude Justice Bhosale as
chairperson, former Maha-
rashtra Chief Secretary Ni-
tin Kareer, former Director
General of Police Subodh-
kumar Jaiswal, and Anita
Patil, Conservator of For-
ests and SGNP director, as
member secretaries.

The panel has to expe-
dite construction of the
boundary wall, suggest
measures for compliance,
identify land and oversee
rehabilitation of encroach-
ers, and recommend steps
for removal of illegal
structures.

The matter will be heard
next on February 19, 2026.

Bombay HC sets up panel to protect Sanjay Gandhi park from encroachments

91 g @I A "oy Widh utes @t sifaspwur & g & forw afifa nfea &1
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The Bombay High Court has constituted a high-powered
committee headed by former Allahabad High Court Chief
Justice Dilip Babasaheb Bhosale to protect and preserve the
Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP) after observing that
successive govemments have failed to implement its directions to
s%;eé;uard the park for nearly 30 years.

qd gargarg & @I e feefia
TSR E HIHd &1 e # SwRasig |ilfa 13d i ¢ diie Hera M g Se
(SGNP) 1 T&fT 3R TR&UT fhar ST Tob, aifeh 3reTerd A 3T f TaR deard! TR fUsd 30
qul I Ureh BT gReq aeh I (e & A e | fawa w6
The Division Bench of Chief Justice Shree Chandrashekhar and Justice Gautam A.
Ankhad was hearing a contempt petition and a PIL alleging “gross contempt” of multiple
orders aimed at safeguarding SGNP, a 104 sq.km. green expanse within Mumbai and
Thane.

=T TR o SEReR 3R Arawfd Man UL s o) WeWe SIHTAT ATt 3R
Arpfed aTRIT (PIL) W FAaTS IR et ff, orw gag oiv a1t & 1fiar Hat 104 ot fet sfka
& SGNP &1 JR&M & o TR HF 3= 1 TivfR U= ST 3RIY G 717 |

Despite repeated judicial interventions since the late 1990s, the court noted that the State
had not taken “effective steps” to comply with its directions.

1990 & TP & ITRTY T IR-IR AP FEIEIT & Fras[g 3ferad A Ale fhar f& I
PR A 3T FERI BT U A & [ TUTH S 6l ol

The order passed on October 16 and made available on October 22, 2025, said, “Various
orders passed by this Court over a period of thirty years are still to be complied with. This has
perhaps led to further encroachments in SGNP.”

16 SfFgaR P! IR 3R 22 TR, 2025 HI IR TSR H Hg1 T, “Usa i aof § 39
ITTeRI g1 U et sme=it &1 st de e =Tel fovdn 11 5 | S99 XmE SGNP & 3fR
3t Srfespror g3 g 1”

The court recorded that only 49 km of the 154 km boundary wall has been built, despite
orders in 1997, 1999, 2000 and a final judgment in 2003.

3cTed A gof fordl fob 154 fpelt @t War AR B T Fad 49 it &1 i fovar mar 2, Sefes
39 Yoy T 1997, 1999, 2000 H TSR 3R 2003 T 3ifaw Fufa faam mar ui
Even subsequent directions in 2024 and early 2025 were not followed.

gt da b 2024 3R 2025 Pt Y3 H AT MU a1E & Fazi o1 oft urem 75T e man

The judges observed that this prolonged inaction has allowed encroachments to spread
deeper into the park.

It 3 Hgl [P 39 79 9 a9 fAfeeaan 3 sifampaon &) urid & HidR iR TeRE a&
e B AR S B

Calling SGNP “a crown jewel for the cities of Mumbai and Thane”, the Bench observed,
“Considering the present scenario, and to ensure that steps are taken for protection of SGNP,
we deem it necessary to constitute a High Power Committee.”

G 7 SGNP &1 “Hag 3N 3101 BT e ¥’ Fdld gU HgT, “TaqH T HI 3@d U 3R
sewgﬁm&n%iﬁqmgﬁ@mﬂﬁﬁsﬂwmﬂumﬂ%ﬁmm
w |!1

SGNP is one of the few national parks in the world located within city limits.

SGNP g1 & $© P ST H I T 3 ol WeR $I A1 & iR Ry 5l

Spread over 104 sq km, it is home to leopards, over 1,000 plant species, and the ancient
Kanheri caves dating back to the 1st century BCE.

104 7t fft & T ug I dgai, 1,000 W 3iftre diel @Y yefoat ok s qd wgeh
YTATeE! &1 U Peast TwIsi ST |

The park acts as Mumbai’s “green lung”, absorbing carbon emissions and replenishing
groundwater.

Ig U Hes & W @ (8RT Bwe)’ & U H & oxdl 7, ST Bre oSt Bl Ay
BT 7 3R YoTd WR &I T: R 2|

Encroachments and unchecked urbanisation have long threatened its ecosystem.

SfaehHT 3R ERT WEHRT 3 d JHY T 395 UTRIRUTAS! &F B @R H S gl
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e The committee will include Justice Bhosale as chairperson, former Maharashtra Chief
Secretary Nitin Kareer, former DGP Subodhkumar Jaiswal, and Anita Patil, Conservator
of Forests and SGNP director, as member secretaries.

Tffd # sfemei o wUH

aragfd e, T il & ¥4 H gd HeRTY

q@&1 9fe fAfas

PIWR, qﬁgﬁwnﬁmwﬁwm GﬁTﬂW&WHSGNPﬁ%‘\’W\’FﬂﬂT

grfed =miwe gl

e The panel has to expedlte construction of the boundary wall, suggest measures for
compliance, identify land and oversee rehabilitation of encroachers, and recommend
steps for removal of illegal structures.

IAfT 1 W7 SR & a0 & delt @, ures & U goH, YW 3t ugEr $e,

SifasprvrEIial & gaara

B fARI ®39, 3R 3y XT3N B g & HeHl Bt
e o &1 o Jiar T R

e The matter will be heard next on February 19, 2026.
T OIS &1 ST GAdTs 19 BRA, 2026 HI gIT |

Over 100 hospitalised after

use of carbide guns in Bhopal

ore than persons, most of them children
aged between 8 and 14, were hospitalised in
Bhopal and Vidisha district in Madhya Pradesh
due to injuries sustained after using calcium
carbide guns during Deepavali, officials said on
Thursday. While 60 are admitted in government
hospitals in Bhopal, 50 are recuperating in
facilities in Vidisha, including five with eye
injuries, they said. “These crude guns, made
using a gas lighter, a plastic pipe, and calcium
carbide, are in vogue this Deepavali. The calcium
carbide in the gun produces acetylene gas when
it meets water and explodes upon contact with a
spark,” an official said.

Over 100 hospitalised after use of carbide
guns in Bhopal

HuTd # H1aigs 19 & SUIRT | 100 | 3ifUe
GINEE R CIGE: R

. More than 100 persons,
most of them children aged
between 8 and 14, were
hospitalized in Bhopal and
Vidisha district in Madhya Pradesh due to |njur|es
sustained after using calcium carbide guns during
Deepavali, officials said on Thursday.

AR B! HABINAT  Far fs 100 | 3if¥res &k, i 4
ST 8 W 14 T Bt MY F 9 &, T 39 ¥ e
aﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁaﬁmﬁﬂ%aﬂﬁmmﬁzm
BT STINT B A T Alel & HRUT SRuard | Wl gul

. While 60 are admitted in government hospitals in

Bhopal, 50 are recuperating in facilities in Vidisha, including five with eye injuries, they

said.

I gl f HUTA & RPN SRdTal | 60 AT Ul 3, siafeh fafexm 3t warea giaursi
® 50 T IUAR U HR I3 §, o4 uig ot ol | 41e 5|

e “These crude guns, made using a gas lighter, a plastic pipe, and calcium carbide, are in

vogue this Deepavali.

T Pt T4, ol T ATS e, WIRED UISy 3R SIeRUH PIEigs I 9915 oid! 8, 39 darell iR

g AeRT AT R

e The calcium carbide in the gun produces acetylene gas when it meets water and explodes
upon contact with a spark,” an official said.

T USRI A Fgl, “TH & Ag

Prafge, oe U & Tush | 311§ o TR

Y I Ha1 g 3R AR @ € faeple Y s g 17
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Tri-services to get systems,
platforms for 379,000 cr.

The acquisitions are designed to enhance lethality, mobility and intelligence-gathering capabilities

across the services; Defence Acquisition Council, chaired by Rajnath, approves the proposals

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

he Defence Acquisi-
T tion Council (DAC),

chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, on
Thursday approved a se-
ries of capital acquisition
proposals worth around
379,000 crore aimed at
strengthening the opera-
tional capabilities of the
Army, Navy and Air Force.

The Defence Ministry
said the approvals granted
during a meeting at South
Block would cover a wide
spectrum of platforms and
systems designed to en-
hance lethality, mobility,
and intelligence-gathering
capabilities across the
Services.

For the Army, the DAC
accorded Acceptance of
Necessity (AoN) for the
procurement of the Nag
missile system (tracked)
Mk-II (NAMIS), ground-
based mobile ELINT Sys-
tem (GBMES), and high-
mobility vehicles (HMVs)

The Anti Tank Guided Missile Nag Mk Il being successfully tested from a light tank developed by the
Defence Research and Development Organisation. PTi

and other fortified posi-
tions, while the GBMES
will provide round-the-
clock electronic intelli-
gence on enemy emitters.
The induction of HMVs is
expected to significantly
enhance logistic support in
challenging terrains.

For the Navy, the AoN
was granted for the acqui-
sition of landing platform
docks (LPDs), 30 mm naval
surface guns, advanced

The LPDs will augment
the Navy’s amphibious
warfare capabilities and
enable it to undertake joint
operations with the Army
and Air Force. They will al-
so enhance India’s capaci-
ty to conduct peacekeep-
ing, humanitarian
assistance, and disaster re-
lief (HADR) missions. The
indigenously  developed
ALWT by the DRDO’s Naval
Science and Technological

the collaborative long-
range target saturation/
destruction system
(CLRTS/DS) and other re-
lated systems. The CLRTS/
DS features autonomous
take-off and landing, navi-
gation, target detection
and payload delivery capa-
bilities, aimed at augment-
ing the IAF’s long-range
precision engagement ca-
pacity.

The approvals reflect

with material handling light weight torpedoes Laboratory is capable of the government’s continu-
cranes. (ALWTs), electro-optical  engaging conventional, nu-  ing emphasis on moderni-

The NAMIS (Tracked) infrared search-and-track clear, and midget  sation, self-reliance and in-
will bolster the Army’sabil-  systems, and smart ammu-  submarines. digenisation under the
ity to destroy enemy ar- nition for 76 mm super ra- For the Indian Air Force,  ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ in-

moured vehicles, bunkers,

pid gun mounts.

the AoN was accorded for

Tri-services to get systems, platforms for ¥79,000 cr.

&= Qarait I 279,000 FIS P RIH 3 WewiH et

The acquisitions are designed to enhance lethality, mobility and
intelligence-gathering capabilities across the services; Defence
Acquisition Council, chaired by Rajnath, approves the

proposals.

itiative, officials said.

Afe, AT 3R g A1 1 "1 &rvan, Mfa=fiaarn iR Girar-augor emarsit
DI e & fore feomz fbu e §; varm siftrrgur ufvug (DAC), forae sremardr Irey Rig A
1, 3 yRaral Bt wepdt &
o The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, on
Thursday approved a series of capital acquisition proposals worth around ¥79,000 crore
aimed at strengthening the operational capabilities of the Army, Navy and Air Force.

& uftug (DAC), fSraa! Siegerdr v&m waft ey fRig = &1, = AR &I T
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79,000 PRI P GoIlTd MFRTEUT WRaTal &1 aa &l Hofdt §f, foresT I |, AT 3R
g T B FATA &A1 B Holgd ST ¢ |

The Defence Ministry said the approvals granted during a meeting at South Block would
cover a wide spectrum of platforms and systems designed to enhance lethality, mobility,
and intelligence-gathering capabilities across the Serwces

&1 HATY 3 Fel [ TISY TP H 9% & ok o) 715 FHoRt § 3 T+t wewrH 3ir fiew
& XN fasan a1 § o Aare W °raw e, nfaxfitaar env gibar-aygor ermarsi ot

ToT & forg fEwmg fg me €

For the Army, the DAC accorded Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) for the procurement of
the Nag missile system (tracked) Mk-Il (NAMIS), ground-based mobile ELINT System
(GBMES), and high-mobility vehicles (HMVs) with material handling cranes.

1 & e, DAC 7 T firarga Riced (@9S) Mk-1l (NAMIS), TTSS-9%S HIGTSe ELINT
Rreew (GBMES), 3R g5-Aifafard) eed (HMvs) 7mefvad gsfeit %9 & 1y o Wiig &
fore Smaxg@dr @t WAPid (AoN) &

The NAMIS (Tracked) will bolster the Army'’s ability to destroy enemy armoured vehicles,
bunkers, and other fortified positions, while the GBMES will provide round-the-clock
electronic intelligence on enemy emitters.

NAMIS (Tracked) IT &1 &HdT & GG o 98 W b XSG aTe, PR MR 3T HoIgd
USRI 1 7Y B Feb, Siaich GBMES T SSioh] UR 24 U FaAag e QGitpa1 Ua™ B
The induction of HMVs is expected to significantly enhance logistic support in challenging
terrains.

HMVs ! RITAT § e Y- 41T § difciies wué & ngayyf 3fs g1 &1 3wl 8|
For the Navy, the AoN was granted for the acquisition of landing platform docks (LPDs), 30
mm naval surface guns, advanced light weight torpedoes (ALWTs), electro-optical
infrared search-and-track systems, and smart ammunition for 76 mm super rapid gun
mounts.

T F T, AoN ATET WewiH T (LPDs), 30 forft 1A Tad) diu, 394 g aurd
I1d SRUISY (ALWTs), Sadel-3oed §3pRs Hd-Us-3a fieH, 3R 76 firfl g ¥fus
T U¥ey & foT W Mar-aneg &1 @ilg & o @ T

The LPDs will augment the Navy’s amphibious warfare capabilities and enable it to
undertake joint operations with the Army and Air Force.

LPDs -9 & TRauT g5 &HaT &1 91 3R 38 T 3R a1 941 & Iy I
ST Farferd oA o 9 S|

They will also enhance India’s capacity to conduct peacekeeping, humanitarian assistance,

and disaster relief (HADR) missions.

d YRA B! AT RITIT, HTHIATATS! HETIT 3R 3HTYGT Igd (HADR) F=I Fanferd = &
& B off SeTa|

The indigenously developed ALWT by the DRDO’s Naval Science and Technological
Laboratory is capable of engaging conventional, nuclear, and midget submarines.
DRDO %WWQWWWWWQWALWTW
RT3} DI Ui & gHraen o § Wem g |

For the Indian Air Force, the AoN was accorded for the collaborative long-range target
saturation/destruction system (CLRTS/DS) and other related systems.

YRR arg T & for, AoN gt widlt gt @féra Tgftefammsr wumett (CLRTS/DS) 3IR
311 Geifdr yomferdt & forw & S|

The CLRTS/DS features autonomous take-off and landing, navigation, target detection,
and payload delivery capabilities, aimed at augmenting the IAF’s long-range precision
engagement capacity.

CLRTS/DS ¥ TaRIw ¢&-3i1Wh 3R Afew, Afam, dea ugaH iR tdts feeitadt gmang
MAE §, T 3520 IAF 3t dall gt 3t e R &1 & SeH B |

The approvals reflect the govemment’s continuing emphasis on modernisation, self-
reliance and indigenisation under the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ initiative, officials said.
SIrBIRET A T b 3 HSRAT WBHR Bt MR YR ugd agaangﬁaﬂm
ATARET 3R TRMHR0T R AR &R 1 exifct 5
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90% of Gaganyaan
development work
done: ISRO chief

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) Chair-
man V. Narayanan on
Thursday said that about
90% of the development
work on the Gaganyaan
mission had been
completed.

“The Gaganyaan mis-
sion is going on very well.
A lot of technological deve-
lopment has to take place.
Number one, the rocket
has to be human-rated, the
life support system, the
crew escape system and of
course, human-centric
products. I can say today
that approximately 90% of
the development work has
been completed,” Mr. Na-
rayanan told presspersons
in Bengaluru. He added
that the crewed mission to
launch the Indian astro-
nauts into space would
take place in 2027 and
prior to that, ISRO would
undertake three uncrewed
missions.

“Three uncrewed mis-
sions have to be accom-
plished, the first uncrewed
mission with the huma-
noid Vyomitra is expected
to take flight by the end of
this year. We want to ac-
complish the crewed mis-
sion by 2027,” he said.

V. Narayanan

The Gaganyaan project
envisages demonstration
of human spaceflight capa-
bility by launching a crew
of three members to an or-
bit of 400 km for a three-
day mission and bringing
them back safely to Earth
by landing in Indian sea
waters.

On the NASA-ISRO Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar (NI-
SAR) satellite launched on
July 30, 2025, Mr. Naraya-
nan said that the satellite
was healthy and it would
be declared operational in
another 10-15 days.

NISAR is the first satel-
lite to observe the earth
with a dual-frequency Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) — NASA’s L-band and
ISRO’s S-band - both using
NASA’s 12-metre unfurlable
mesh reflector antenna, in-
tegrated with ISRO’s modi-
fied I3K satellite bus.

90% of Gaganyaan development work
done: ISRO chief

A & 90% fa®r w1f R gU: sl

Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) Chairman V. Narayanan on Thursday said
that about 90% of the development work on
the Gaganyaan mission had been completed.
WA SfaRer STHUT WIS (G &
e . ARV A TFaR DI Dl & W=
ﬁmq%amm%%ﬁmmq?s‘riﬁ?%l
e “The Gaganyaan mission is going on very
well. A lot of technological development has to
take place. Number one, the rocket has to be
human-rated, the life support system, the crew
escape system and of course, human-centric
products. | can say today that approximately 90%
of the development work has been completed,”
Mr. Narayanan told presspersons in Bengaluru.

TG A< S8 3t aRE 9 W1 8| Bs
aﬁaﬁﬁm?ﬁm‘@ﬁaﬁ%%mﬁr%ﬁﬁ
P UFG-&H ST g1, SitaT gu = yomett,
Wﬁmﬁﬁ@aw@rw%ﬁam
JIR &R B | H 31T B8 Tabval § [ TTHT 90%
ﬁmﬂq&s‘rﬁ?wﬁwﬁﬁwﬁ
UFHRI T BTl

o He added that the crewed mission to
launch the Indian astronauts into space would
take place in 2027 and prior to that, ISRO would
undertake three uncrewed missions.

35+ el [ URI Siafver Tl ot siafve &
U Tl WTage R 2027 & foar Sem iR
ﬁ Ugd SERI i UaRfed firRe Tanfera
I

o “Three uncrewed missions have to be
accomplished, the first uncrewed mission with
the humanoid Vyomitra is expected to take flight
by the end of this year. We want to accomplish
the crewed mission by 2027,” he said.

9 AFRed e R U SA 2, ugen
AaRTed R R aeaTsta -aifter i
BT, IUD! IS 59 T4 & 3 dP G DI JUIGAT
%I BH 2027 WWWWWW
%,” B_'i)ﬁﬁ W |

. The Gaganyaan project envisages

demonstration of human spaceflight capability by launching a crew of three members to
an orbit of 400 km for a three-day mission and bringing them back safely to Earth by
landing in Indian sea waters.

TTTH

URAISHT BT I AT 3AiRer IS &HdT BT UG BT 7, forde dgd o

Tl & g &Y 400 freft Ft wen & A feawda e wR Ao s ok 3% R wgt
e B IRfEa AT & Areqw |/ gt W a9 S e |

e Onthe NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) satellite launched on July 30, 2025,
Mr. Narayanan said that the satellite was healthy and it would be declared operational in
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another 10-15 days.
30 S[ATS, 2025 ! FaAUT AT-33RT Ridfed Tu=k TSR (NISAR) 3T & IR T 4t AR™UH

3 Pl fob IUUE WRI ¢ 3R 3T M7 10-15 feT A ufv=me aivg wifta fosar simemm|

o NISAR is the first satellite to observe the Earth with a dual-frequency Synthetic Aperture
Radar (SAR) — NASA’s L-band and ISRO’s S-band — both using NASA’s 12-metre
unfurlable mesh reflector antenna, integrated with ISRO’s modified I3K satellite bus.

NISAR Sigs} TRy arat Ridfe® Tuek TSR (SAR) — -1 & L-4S 3R S8R & 48 — @
e} BT STEANH B AT UgAT SUIE & | G B AT BT 12-1eR 61 Fga- g e
T ITANT o T, S 3HRY & RN 13K dTse 99 & 1Y Uhighd fobar T ]

DCGI brings in stricter
norms for tracking supply
chain of high-risk solvents

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Drugs Controller Gen-
eral (India) has directed
digital monitoring on the
Online National Drugs Li-
censing System (ONDLS)
for tracking the supply
chain of high-risk solvents.

The order, issued earlier
this week, comes following
serious safety concerns af-
ter the death of over 20
children under the age of
five years allegedly due to
contamination of cough sy-
rups with diethylene glycol
(DEG) recently in Madhya
Pradesh. DEG is a toxic co-
lourless and odourless li-
quid with a sweet taste, of-
ten used as an industrial
solvent.

ONDLS is a single-win-
dow digital platform in In-
dia for processing drug-
and cosmetic-related appli-
cations for manufacturing

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

A digital monitoring system on the ONDLS portal has to be set up for
monitoring the supply chain of the high-risk solvents. GETTY IMAGES

and sales licences, and va-
rious certificates.

In his letter, DCGI head
Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi
noted, “It has been decid-
ed that a Digital Monitoring
System on the ONDLS por-
tal needs to be established
for monitoring the supply
chain as well as the quality
of the high-risk solvents,
including Propylene
Glycol.”

Dr. Raghuvanshi said

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

that as per the latest order,
all the manufacturers of
pharma grade solvents
should obtain manufactur-
ing licence through the
ONDLS portal. The letter
noted that in case the ma-
nufacturer already held
the manufacturing licence,
he must register on the
ONDLS portal and submit
the data through Old Li-
cence Management under
ONDLS.
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DCGI brings in stricter norms for tracking supply chain of high-risk solvents

Dc%zﬁ-mwmﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁ%maﬁﬁw
SiV8

The Drugs Controller General (India) has directed digital monitoring on the Online
National Drugs Licensing System (ONDLS) for tracking the supply
chain of high-risk solvents.

SR P IeR o Rd (UIRd) 7 Targ A%Fd

(ONDLS) R S&-SIfaW aTd Hicded &1 aﬁ%mﬁ%
Rre fRRee Frreh a1 sy Rar 2|

The order, issued earlier this week, comes following serious safety

concerns after the death of over 20 children under the age of five years allegedly due to

contamination of cough syrups with diethylene glycol (DEG) recently in Madhya
Pradesh.

T IR ! 3H I8 P LB H SIRT fosar 1, S TR gre fears & a1 o, 5@ aea
3R H g1 g 6 uig 9 ¥ 7 U & 20 T 34 g It Md ST IR R @i 9t Rry &
STRURYEH TaTs®Ie (DEG) & fird oI & HRUI g8 |

DEG is a toxic colourless and odourless liquid with a sweet taste, often used as an
industrial solvent.

DEG Us fured, & iR Tiedle arer 2 Rraepr et w@re 2 € 3R 33 3R el
HAiede & T U § ST a1 S g

ONDLS is a single-window digital platform in India for processing drug- and cosmetic-
related applications for manufacturing and sales licences, and various certificates.

ONDLS HRd # ts Ria-fde fefored wewrd g S gar 3k srifes I Haftra smag
o1 famior 3R st arsdd SiR faftrsr yHTorg= & fore e R 81

In his letter, DCGI head Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi noted, “It has been decided that a
Digital Monitoring System on the ONDLS portal needs to be established for monitoring the
supply chain as well as the quality of the high-risk solvents, including Propylene
Glycol”

30 v H, DCGI W@ Ireiia Rig vya=it 3 &, “ug fvfg foran mar g f oNDLS Wida w®
WIUe TaTSia M 8, B MYfd yaar SR U & FIRE St S o |”

Dr. Raghuvanshi said that as per the latest order, all the manufacturers of pharma grade
solvents should obtain manufacturing licence through the ONDLS portal.

ST, YgaRt = HT b G 3SR & AR, 9 Bt ds Aieded & fHfar o1 ONDLS
ﬁﬁ%mmﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁvﬁa@m

The letter noted that in case the manufacturer already held the manufacturing licence, he
must register on the ONDLS portal and submit the data through Old Licence
Management under ONDLS.

3 # Ieard fhan man fb afe fAmtar & Uy ugd @ fmior arsdd €, 9 S9 ONDLS Uidd W)
GoltehRuT FH3AT 51T SR R AI58Y USe= & WTeAH & ST STHT ST g
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Life after mastectomy: navigating
challenges, heralding new beginnings

India has taken giant strides in creating breast cancer awareness and promoting early detection, and survival rates are improving significantly: but true healing includes
emotional rehabilitation, body acceptance, and a compassionate support system that acknowledges the full weight of what women go through after a mastectomy

Shraddha Modi

hen I meet a woman

diagnosed with breast

cancer, the first thing I

notice is not fear, but
determination. Beneath the disbelief, fear,
and anger that follow later, lies quiet
resilience. That strength becomes evident
when we start discussing treatment
options, particularly a mastectomy — the
surgical removal of one or both breasts,
either to treat or prevent breast cancer.

For most women, a mastectomy is

more than just a procedure. It represents
survival, and also a profound personal
loss. The breast, associated with
femininity, motherhood, and identity,
holds an emotional significance that
medicine cannot measure. When a
woman agrees to part with it to save her
life, she is making one of the bravest
decisions imaginable.

The emotional landscape

The journey after a mastectomy is
complex — it involves the mind and the
body. While the physical scar is visible,
the emotional one often is not.

‘Women may withdraw from daily
activities, avoid social interactions, or
decline invitations to family gatherings.
They may fear judgement, feel
self-conscious, or worry about how others
— children, spouses, friends, colleagues —
perceive their changed bodies. This
self-consciousness can amplify feelings of
isolation and anxiety.

One of the most profound challenges is
intimacy. Cancer itself can disrupt
relationships; but breast cancer and
mastectomy often affect intimacy on an
entirely different level. Women may feel
disconnected from their partner or fearful
of sexual rejection, and partners may
struggle to understand the emotional and
physical adjustments required.

Counselling, therefore, must extend
beyond the patient. Involving spouses and
close family members in therapy or
support sessions is crucial. When couples
communicate openly, with guidance from
professionals, intimacy can gradually be
rebuilt, and partners can become active
allies in the healing process. Support
groups for families also help loved ones
understand the realities of recovery,
fostering a compassionate environment at
home.

The physical recovery

Physical recovery after a mastectomy
requires patience. Some women
experience stiffness, b

ARENESS eSO

R Tout iy
BV[ H’l‘“ﬁr e 'f

THE GIST

v

The journey after a
mastectomy is complex — it
involves the mind and the
body. While the physical scar is
visible, the emotional one
oftenis not

v

One of the most profound
challenges is intimacy.
Counselling, therefore, must
extend beyond the patient.
Involving spouses and close
family members in therapy or
support sessions is crucial

v

Advances in reconstructive
surgery have transformed what
life after a mastectomy can
look like. Women can now
choose from several options,
from silicone implants to
autologous reconstruction
using their own tissue, allowing
for a more natural look and
feel

Health campaign: CanWalk, a breast cancer awareness walkathun orgamsed by the Thrissur Obstetrics and Gynaecology Society in Kerala. K K.NAJEEB

A balanced diet, moderate
exercise, adequate sleep, and
regular follow-ups with the
oncology team are essential not
only for recovery but for
preventing recurrence

moderate exercise, adequate sleep, and
regular follow-ups with the oncology team
are essential not only for recovery but for
preventing recurrence.

This is also a time to reflect on
long-term wellness — to eat consciously,
manage stress, and cultivate habits that
nurture both physical and emotional
health.

Practical tips

Reconnecting socially: Start small: Attend

close family gatherings before larger

social events. Bring a trusted friend or

family member for support in public

spaces. Give yourself permission to

decline invitations until you feel ready —

there’s no timeline for comfort.
Navigating intimacy: Open

C ication with your partner is key.

swelling in the arm due to lymphoedema
Simple physiotherapy routines, arm
elevation, and gentle stretching exercises
can help restore strength and flexibility.
Lifestyle, too, becomes part of the
healing process. A balanced diet,

Share fears, needs, and feelings. Consider
couple counselling to rebuild emotional
and physical closeness. Take small steps
to re-ignite intimacy with touch,
conversation, or non-sexual affection
before moving to sexual activity.

Family involvement: Educate family
members about the physical and
emotional aspects of recovery. Encourage
loved ones to attend counselling or
support group sessions with you.
Empathy and patience from family
members significantly boost emotional
recovery.

Self-compassion and body acceptance:
Practice self-care routines with gentle

exercises, skincare, and mindful activities.

Mirror exercises or journaling can help
rebuild confidence. Reframe your
“normal” as life after mastectomy as a
new chapter

I support: Physiotherapy,
nutnuon counselling, and mental health
support are integral parts of recovery.
Survivor networks can provide
inspiration, guidance, and a sense of
belonging.

Redefining normal
Advances in reconstructive surgery have
transformed what life after a mastectomy
can look like. Women can now choose
from several options, from silicone
implants to autologous reconstruction
using their own tissue, allowing for a
more natural look and feel. These
procedures can be performed
immediately during the mastectomy or at
a later stage, depending on the treatment
plan and patient preference.

But reconstruction isn’t the only path

to healing. Many women choose to “go
flat,” opting not to reconstruct; and that is
equally empowering. This choice, when
made freely and without societal
pressure, reflects a powerful acceptance
of one’s new body and identity.

A mastectomy creates a new normal
and I have seen many patients rediscover
themselves in extraordinary ways —
through art, writing, community service,
or advocacy. Some become mentors for
newly-diagnosed patients; others focus on
simply living more intentionally.

One of my patients, a 38-year-old
mother of two, once told me: “Cancer
took my breast, but it gave me back my
voice.” That sentence has stayed with me
because it captures what many survivors
come to realise — that survival is not the
end of the story, but the beginning of a
different, deeper one.

Awareness, diagnosis, support

A mastectomy may change how a body
looks, but it rarely diminishes the
courage, grace, or spirit of the woman
who lives through it.

Life after mastectomy is not one of
loss, but of resilience — of women who
emerge stronger, wiser, and ready to live
again, on their own new terms.

(Dr. Shraddha Modi is associate
consultant, breast oncology & oncoplastic
surgery, Narayana Health City, Bengaluru.

i health.org)

Life after mastectomy: navigating challenges, heralding new beginnings

AR TFETHI & T1G BT SHa-:
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The Emotional and Physical Journey After a Mastectomy

ARCEETHI & 918 DT HIGATHS 3R RIS B
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When | meet a woman diagnosed with breast cancer, the first
thing | notice is not fear, but determination. Beneath the disbelief,
fear, and anger that follow later, lies quiet resilience.

s ¥ el T SR (breast cancer) 3 tifgd Afgar ¥ e g,
Eﬁﬁﬂaﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁ% (determination) a'@?ﬂf{l HfIYTT, YT 3R Py & 2
& id ge-=iedr (resilience) BRI

That strength becomes evident when we start discussing treatment options, particularly a
mastectomy — the surgical removal of one or both breasts, either to treat or prevent breast
cancer.

g fed (strength) dd ¥ Eﬁ'cﬁ % old gH SUAR Al (treatment options) UX EETG %
faRIv®mR ARt (mastectomy) — S fb U a1 Al S @l Toist gRT ge (surgical
removal) DI UfpaT 3|

For most women, a mastectomy is more than just a procedure. It represents survival, and
also a profound personal loss.

BT Afgarstt & fog AreeaerHl R U ufthar 781 8 | T8 Sifad ¥81 (survival) 3R TH
Tt ufeiTa g1 (personal loss) &1 U@ g

The breast, associated with femininity, motherhood, and identity, holds an emotional
significance that medicine cannot measure.

T (breast), ST ARIE (femininity), AT (motherhood) 3R TG (identity) T JST 3,
DT HIGATHD Hgd (emotional significance) Leps)| © o Rifercar =&t | T

When a woman agrees to part with it to save her life, she is making one of the bravest
decisions imaginable.

SIs B1g AT U1 SITH §=1 (save her life) & foTT 3T 31T 811 1 fAufg A<t B, @ 98 U
peu-ty Ay fAufg (bravest decision) NG

The Emotional Landscape

HIGATHS URed

The j Joumey after a mastectomy is complex — it involves both mind and body.

ARSTRIHI & §Tc & I Sifed (complex) 81T & — A A (mind) 3R TR (body) a1

e B1d &

While the physical scar is visible, the emotional one often is not.

%@W Yld (physical scar) ﬁ"@l?ﬂ% do! HTaATHS °1d (emotional scar) 3R I[2CIE]
I

Women may withdraw from daily activities, avoid social interactions, or decline invitations
to fami!y gatherings.

Tfafaferat d @ (withdraw) B gt €, qTHTTS Juaht (social interactions)
Y 5 Thdl €, T URETG TSI 8§ o ¥ SHR R Thall §

They may fear judgement, feel self-conscious, or worry about how others — children,
spouses, friends, colleagues — perceive their changed bodies.

3 faofa & v (fear of judgement), ST (self-consciousness) I Eﬁ H?nﬁ uf,
i, wefial — gRT 3o SEd §U IRR &1 B AT SITE, 39 fofdr 7 g €

This self-consciousness can amplify feelings of isolation and anxiety.

g ATl (self-consciousness) 3T (isolation) 3R fepar (anxiety) P YIGT3T B
el gt g

One of the most profound challenges is intimacy.

BERRIGR ﬂ?ﬁﬁ@rﬁﬁwéﬁm (intimacy) |

Cancer itself can disrupt relationships, but breast cancer and mastectomy often affect
intimacy on a different level.

IR (cancer) 3T 3 H et (relationships) DI YT BR Tl % A T HR
(breast cancer) 3R AT (mastectomy) 38 TR Tdb 3{eli] TR R YT STefd gl
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¢ Women may feel disconnected from their partners or fearful of rejection, and partners may
struggle to understand the emotional and physical changes.

AR U TIYGT & ST (disconnected) FEY &R Al ¢ A1 SRATPR fHT w4 &7
8X (fear of rejection) TG ghall % 3R 1t 7 HIGATHD 3R R ufkad-y (emotional
and physical changes) Cal Wﬁ (understand) A g o IHhd 8l

e Counselling must extend beyond the patient — including spouses and close family
members in therapy is crucial.
FIIAET (Counselling) FHad MRS db T el T deT — 394 ufd (spouses) 3R
IS URaR & Je (close family members) DI A HAT HATH %I

¢ Open communication with professional guidance can help rebuild intimacy, and partners
can become active allies in the healing process.

(professional guidance) & Ty REI Harg (open communication) fAear
(intimacy) &1 Tl@ffﬁﬁ 1 | Aeg Hdl 7, 3R It (partners) IUAR Ufshar H afspa
(active allies) S5 THd g
o Support groups for families also help in understanding recovery and fostering
compassion at home.

gaR! & fore graer HHg (support groups) 1 TR g1 $t ufsbar (recovery) CIRCEE]
R WA ﬂ?‘lﬁ‘{ﬁr (compassion) aaﬁ ' qcg %I

The Physical Recovery

RIS gauifar

. Phy5|cal recovery after a mastectomy requires patience.
& §IC AINIR® Eﬂ'ﬂfﬁ (physical recovery) o et (patience) DI HALIHAT Bt
gl
e Some women experience stiffness, numbness, or swelling in the arm due to
lymphoedema.

$3 Afgarsii ! fpITSHT (lymphoedema) & HRUT 814 & HSIRE (stiffness), JAUT
(numbness) 1 JoT (swelling) FT 3IHT BT 7 |

¢ Physiotherapy routines, arm elevation, and gentle stretching exercises help restore
strength and flexibility.
R d¥dY (Physiotherapy), 814 JHUR IS (arm elevation) 3R e W STATH
(gentle stretching exercises) BIES] (strength) 3R T (flexibility) Eal Wﬁm B
o Heg FRd g

o Lifestyle plays a vital role in recovery — a balanced diet, moderate exercise, adequate
sleep, and regular follow- ups are essential.

shadiel (Lifestyle) Tufi & u%atpf yftrepT Tt § — W JMER (balanced diet),
HYH ™ (moderate exercise), yafe Hig (adequate sleep) 3R fafea s (regular
follow-ups) 3T & |

e These are not only for healing but also for preventing recurrence.

gl's’ $Hdd IUAR (healing) CARIYEH] aﬁcﬁmqﬁr AP (preventing recurrence) & forg oft
I

e This is also a time to reflect on long-term wellness — to eat consciously, manage stress,
and nurture emotional and physical health.
Tg Srfe1ferd WA (long-term wellness) W 3R &R &1 T off § — oI WIS (eat
consciously), d1Td WY (manage stress) 3R G T4 RIS WA (emotional
and physical health) DI OIS A & ﬁ*ﬂ;ll

Practical tips

TGRS GTd

e Reconnecting socially: Start small: Attend close family gatherings before larger social
events. Bring a trusted friend or family member for support in public spaces. Give yourself
permission to decline invitations until you feel ready — there’s no timeline for comfort.
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TS U | SHRT IS YB3 B TR I B — I8 GRS TS O Ugd Bt
uriaTie SrispH! | 2o 81| Wrdsie RIFl IR Y & forg fagwita fm arafar &
T DI 1Y AME | 517 qh TIR A 51, STHAV] FHT Bt Al e P & — ARTH TggH
P31 & fore s guy Har T8t gt

Navigating intimacy: Open communication with your partner is key. Share fears, needs,
and feelings. Consider couple counselling to rebuild emotional and physical closeness.
Take small steps to re-ignite intimacy with touch, conversation, or non-sexual affection
before moving to sexual activity.

Freear & JuTa: erﬂﬁWﬁ%ﬂwqﬁam?ﬂaaganea@f% B, WA 3R YT
T B | QAT URTHRE TR fIaR &% difes Wra-rere iR e fAdear & QaRT sHmar o
T& | DI HeHl I L33 B — oI TR, Tra<id, T1 R-AHF | — R 3 a1

Family involvement: Educate family members about the physical and emotional aspects
of recovery. Encourage loved ones to attend counselling or support group sessions with
you. Empathy and patience from family members significantly boost emotional recovery.

: IRAR & Yex! &1 RN 3R UG- TS g & uggsil & aR |
Wﬁ|mmﬁﬁmﬁmmw€maﬁﬁmﬁmsﬁ$ﬁmﬁﬁaaﬁ|w
 geu! &t gergyfa 3R & HraaTere Tuife o H1ot serar ¢d €

Self-compassion and body acceptance: Practice self-care routines with gentle
exercises, skincare, and mindful activities. Mirror exercises or journaling can help
rebuild confidence. Reframe your “‘normal” as life after mastectomy — a new chapter.

TH-ST 3R YRR F} WHfa: g A, =T P GUT 3R AFRS FU I JoT
nﬁﬁfﬁﬁ%wewé&mﬁﬂaﬁwlmawmmaﬁwamﬁmyﬁmﬁ
e &R Ghd g | 3T TR &) ARSIRH! & 91¢ BT sita- 3 — U =T (T |

Professional support: Physiotherapy, nutrition counselling, and mental health support
are integral parts of recovery. Survivor networks can provide inspiration, guidance, and
a sense of belonging.

Tud: o, grwor wrasf sk aifte w@rea weraer g &
IS [T €| Faigar Acaad Uvon, ARfexfq, 3R 3T &1 HIa=T U R I&hd ¢ |

Redefining normal

AT BT AU HTIRT BT

Advances in reconstructive surgery have transformed what life after a mastectomy can
look like. Women can now choose from silicone implants to autologous reconstruction
using their own tissue, allowing for a more natural look and feel.

gﬁhﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%wﬁm%ﬁﬁm%mmaﬂﬂ%mﬁaw%
Afgand sra RufereT=T sHaicd a1 3107 SHadi | AT (SATerarTd Rawea=™) § 3 g
ol &, O it Wpfie &9 3R SHa U giar 2

These procedures can be performed immediately during the mastectomy or later,
dependlng on the treatment plan and patient preference.

SR A A1 91¢ | &1 I Yool &, T§ SUTR T 3R It i

Wig R R axar gl
But reconstruction isn’t the only path to healing. Many women choose to go flat, opting
not to reconstruct — and that is equally empower

Afe grftafor § Su=R 1 vwars unt aa—ég Afgan “wde IgA I §, Al
g T e — 3R T8 Fofg ﬁrmé’rwﬁmﬁm%
This choice, when made freely and without societal pressure, reflects a powerful
acceptance of one’s new body and identity.
gg Fufa, 59 T U & SR AHIfore gara & o forn S §, df 98 o Y IRR 3R
UEA P Ta WPl o aiar 2

A mastectomy creates a new normal, and many patients rediscover themselves through
art, writing, community service, or advocacy.

TR aeTH e 4T |HI S 3, aa—ﬁnﬂ\-:rﬁn A, YrEI® Aa1 a1 aHTad &
g | g B q: Wi
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¢ Some become mentors for newly diagnosed patients, others focus on living more

intentionally.

@Wuﬂﬁ%ﬁqmﬁ(ﬁéﬁ)aﬁ%mwaﬁﬁmwmqﬁﬁ#wm

Hiad BRd Bl

e A 38-year-old mother of two once said, “Cancer took my breast, but it gave me back my

voice.”

38 qifg G =l &Y Al 3 PeT UT, “HER A A T SI feran, Afp=1 Af smaret dier St

e This captures what many survivors realize — that survival is not the end, but the beginning
of a deeper story.

g8 39

TS ) ¥l & o &3 Tafgar T & — b Shifad g sid =1, afp o e dh

FE! B ST 8

Awareness, diagnosis, support
SRR, feM, andq

o A mastectomy may change how a body looks, but it rarely diminishes the courage, grace,
or spirit of the woman.

ATRTRIH! I8 Jad Tabdl ¢ [ TR ST e 8, dfd a8 e gt H i Afeen & arg,
TIAT T 3ITAT BT HH B g

o Life after mastectomy is not one of loss, but of resilience — of women who emerge

Synthetic media
The requirement of labelling
Algenerated imagery is a good start

stronger wiser, and ready to live again.

% 1 1 S gIFy 1 78], Siedp e 3R WfRT 1 & — 37
wigers &, S SR Sifrep Hetad, FSEr 3R v & sfia o+ & forg dar

fakes, or synthetically generated images
and videos, have been proliferating on
social media ever since generative Al made pho-
torealistic content as easy as typing a description
of a given scene. As this technology developed ra-
pidly over 2024, concerns were raised over elec-
toral integrity and disinformation amplified with
the aid of such Al-generated content. While those
concerns did not reach the peaks of the feared
outcomes, Al “slop” has become pervasive, from
low-budget advertisements to high-budget politi-
cal caricatures. In this context, the Union govern-
ment’s move to propose mandatory labelling of
Al-generated content with an amendment to the
IT Rules, 2021, advances the global conversation
somewhat in navigating this phenomenon. It is
unclear how big the problem of being unable to
identify Al slop is for Internet users in India — also
the world’s second largest Al user base. Two key
factors tilt the scales in favour of acting: as with
pre-Al disinformation and misinformation, lies
and misleading content may at any time explode
into virality, granting them a disproportionate
place in the democratic setup; and the technolo-
gy to create photorealistic content that deceives
many people is improving every week. Public
personalities have frequently complained, some-
times in court, of the usurpation of their likeness-
es in the service of unscrupulous projects.
Unlike mandatory smoking warnings at the ci-
nema and on OTT streaming services, an inter-
vention that had little industry buy-in before be-
ing imposed on entertainment producers and
consumers alike with nothing to reliably show for
impact, labelling has been offered up by large so-
cial media and Al firms from the very beginning
of synthetic content’s increasing accessibility.
Meta, Inc. decided last year to label Al-generated
content on Facebook, while the Coalition for
Content Provenance and Authenticity (C2PA) has
brought industry players together for working on
“digital provenance” issues, borrowing a concept
from the art appraisal world. Subordinate legisla-
tion may not have been the ideal instrument to
effect this change — the IT Rules already regulate
streaming services, social media content remo-
vals and the now-prohibited real money gaming
industry, all without being tested in Parliament.
At some point, these rules need to be explicitly
considered by people’s representatives. Technol-
ogy policymakers have mused throughout the In-
ternet-era that regulation lags behind innovation.
The government must be willing to dynamically
follow up this proposal with agile action both in
terms of relaxing rules that have outlived their
utility, and introducing new ones according to re-
quirement.

‘ rtificial Intelligence (Al)-generated deep-

gl SR g |

Synthetic Media

oA Hifgar

¢ Artificial Intelligence (Al)-generated deepfakes, or synthetically
generated images and videos, have been proliferating on social media ever
since generative Al made photorealistic content creation as easy as typing a
description of a given scene.
P ST (Al) ERT SIS ST A1 AT U & §91¢ MY for ok
difsar e fifsar w I T 95 W) §, wife SeRied Al 3 wer-gurd wrsh
S foreft T=g 1 faaRon ey &R RraT S &1 fear g1
¢ As this technology developed rapidly over 2024, concerns were raised over
electoral integrity and disinformation amplified with the aid of such Al-
generated content.

SR U8 Ao 2024 H Il 4 AR g3, fFrafes ot srgsar oik urwe
I3l (disinformation) & TR &I A& [IdTE del |
e While those concerns did not reach the peaks of the feared outcomes, Al
“slop” has become pervasive — from low-budget advertisements to high-
budget political caricatures.
Ty 3 Riag Ia=t R 7T <&T forat simeiet off, @fds1 Al “slop” 316 TU® &)
T § — P Foic & AT I Ao I Toi &b AS-IdD BigAl ab |
¢ In this context, the Union government’s move to propose mandatory
labelling of Al-generated content with an amendment to the IT Rules, 2021,
advances the global conversation somewhat in navigating this phenomenon.
59 dqf O, g WRPR gR1IT W, 2021 T =Y & Aeqd © Al-STfd ansht
1 3ifrard dafiT o1 uRdTa 39 afye g @ Fues &t foxn & 1 Hed S gl
e It is unclear how big the problem of being unable to identify Al slop is for
Internet users in India — also the world’s second largest Al user base.
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g WY 781 ¢ fb YRA & gexe IuarTHatai (S g rar &1 guRT Jad 9T Al SUTNTEHdl
TE ©) & T Al slop &1 UgaM 7 &R UFT fasd 1 TR GeT |

Two key factors tilt the scales in favour of acting: as with pre-Al disinformation, lies and
misleading content may at any time explode into virality, granting them a disproportionate
influence in democracy; and the technology to create photorealistic content is improving
every week.

FHRATS & U T & TG HRUT - oY Al & Tgd & UTHS UGR (disinformation) T 81T T, 3
B g8 3R TTad TrEh Ht ot IR 8 Tl 8, R 3% Al W SRigfra T fira
ST &; 3R Wiet-ayrf Inrft §9M # ah-11d 83 g0 98K 81 @

Public personalities have frequently complained, sometimes in court, of the usurpation of
their likenesses in the service of unscrupulous projects.

Hfdal 7 Fs aR, -t srgred #, st B3 &1 ST gH Bt Ridrad &t g,
S emfere afkaisan & fovar o)

Unlike mandatory smoking warnings at the cinema and on OTT streaming services,
labelling has been offered by large social media and Al firms from the very beginning of
synthetic content’s increasing accessibility.

3R OTT Wewid R YguE Jarafral & fJusia, Al iR Hiwra Hifsar dufal 3
T ATt B T SUARAT & T & AT YUImett B IR B

Meta, Inc. decided last year to label Al-generated content on Facebook, while the
Coalition for Content Provenance and Authenticity (C2PA) brought industry players
together for working on digital provenance issues, borrowing a concept from the art
appraisal world.

Meta, Inc. 7 f0&d 9 Facebook TR Al-SifId ARt &) daa & o1 Moy foran, safes
C2PA (Coalition for Content Provenance and Authenticity) 4 feforea Hd (digital
provenance) ¥ T&fdd Tgl TR HTH IR o 1T SN ST D! Teh H1Y AT — I STYRON
AT e &7 I o T8 A
Subordinate legislation may not have been the ideal instrument to effect this change — the
IT Rules already regulate streaming services, social media content removals, and the
now-prohibited real money gaming industry, all without being tested in Parliament.

Iu-faerdt fraarae (Subordinate legislation) ¥9 dqdld DI Fﬂ‘lchi-l B 3A1eRf H1egH g
B gad — i IT forrw uga 3 g Wi Jarei, diwra @ifsar sl gem, 8k o
yfasfta arafa® o= AT I & (1T wrd €, afd 5% g § wieor & fa=m ang
o mn gl

At some point, these rules need to be explicitly considered by people’s representatives.
fpeft fig R, 39 Fawl wR o= ufafaftmal gR Ty v A famR fovar o smawas ]
Technology policymakers have often observed that regulation lags behind innovation in
the Internet era.

Hfa-Frafare 3 s a1 § 7% geve g A WA (regulation) SRR FaTER
(innovation) ERIERESIE]
The government must be willing to dynamically follow up this proposal with agile action,
both in terms of relaxing outdated rules and introducing new ones as per evolving
requirements.

WHR B 37 U@ R AR &9 I 3T qgT §H, mﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬁsﬁuﬁﬁ&ﬁ‘w
FRAT 3R S ATTRPHArSdl & =T ¢ faw I ;A
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Factories must provide facilities for
women employed in hazardous jobs
S mall, incremental steps are what set a fly-

wheel in motion. As far as labour laws go,

the Tamil Nadu government’s proposal to
allow women to be employed in about 20 opera-
tions listed as ‘dangerous’, and from which they
were prohibited from being employed in so far, is
progressive. The government has proposed
amendments to the Tamil Nadu Factories Rules,
1950, to allow women to take up even jobs titled
hazardous or dangerous, when these Rules come
into practice; only pregnant women and young
persons will be barred from these jobs. Earlier,
the government had amended the Rules to allow
women to be deployed on the night shift in facto-
ries, changing the historic practice of keeping
them out. In this recent amendment, which was
hosted in the public realm for feedback in Sep-
tember, factories are also required to get the wo-
man’s consent in writing for the night shift. These
are changes that have come literally, rule by rule,
but in effect, the government has shrugged off its
patriarchal stance here, freeing up women from
the perception that they are vulnerable and weak
and will have to be protected by the State. The
operations which are set to be opened for women
include electrolytic process, glass manufacture,
manufacture and treatment of lead, generation
of gas and petroleum, blasting, liming and tan-
ning of raw hides and skins, graphite powdering,
manufacture of dichromates and carcinogenic
dye intermediates, fireworks and match facto-
ries, manufacture of manganese, dangerous pes-
ticides, use of benzene, and operations involving
high noise and vibration levels.

Removing legal barriers is the first step toward
implementing progressive measures that will fa-
cilitate more equitable workplaces. However cru-
cial this first step is in rectifying age-old patriar-
chy-reinforced assigned gender roles in society
and industry, it is not enough. This should be fol-
lowed up by provision of adequate amenities and
facilities for women, including separate toilets,
changing rooms, and closed areas for conducting
medical checks which are mandated for such in-
dustries, besides drop home facilities in places
that have hitherto had no women workers at all.
This will clearly require some investment, close
involvement of the management, and at least in-
itially, active monitoring by State labour authori-
ties. The government must also take care to en-
sure that women who are in circumstances that
might not enable their participation in these jobs
are not forced into them, or penalised for not
opting for these tasks. Without this being set in
place, any progressive measure to dismantle the
barriers that keep Indian society from being a
more equitable job market will turn out to be a
damp squib.

o Pl @1 s Afgensit & ferg @i mar § 3

Good job
ST hTH

Factories must provide facilities for women
employed in hazardous jobs ]

WGARATS BNl § HrIvd Afgearsil & fag
PRET B JFAUTT U H=1 giv

Women in Dangerous Operations — Tamil
Nadu’s Progressive Labour Reform

QAP Sl § uigard — afire-rg &1
wfa=id 99 gUR

. Small, incremental steps are what set a flywheel in
motion. As far as labour laws go, the Tamil Nadu
government’s proposal to allow women to be employed in
about 20 operations listed as ‘dangerous’, and from which
they were prohibited so far, is progressive.

BIC-BIC HiHD HH Bl U UfedT & 7fd &d § | 5181 db 4H
B B 91 8, ARG IRPR BT yarg, o afgansit
B WU 20 GARATD’ GGG PRI A HIH HRA B AR
& B, R 3fd I 38 A1 TR T, U WIfaRitd deH ¢ |

. The government has proposed amendments to the
Tamil Nadu Factories Rules, 1950, to allow women to take
up even jobs titled hazardous or dangerous, when these
Rules come into practice; only pregnant women and young
persons will be barred.

WHR A dftrerg badt fFraw, 1950 & WRile &1 udrd
] 8, dlfch AR W1 Bt H i B B Fb; badd
mifadh afgand sk fF=R 39 dfad @7

o Earlier, the government had amended the Rules to
allow women to work night shifts in factories, changing the
historic practice of keeping them out.

Ugd, WRHR A o) T S=e B Afgarsii of Id &t urel
(night shift) ¥ B &34 &I 3R & ff, o 3% aeR
TG DI R TRIRT TH g3 |

. In the recent amendment, factories are required to
get the woman’s consent in writing for night shifts. These
changes came rule by rule, but effectively the government
has moved away from patriarchal attitudes, freeing
women from the perception of being vulnerable.

BTd & HRIY H, PR B! Aigansll J ffea wgafa o
HT BT A Sead e &R e au §, dfe aRaa o

WHR A frqeraras eRH0 3 g8 79 § 3R afikarst &
FUGR A M &I TFRIGAT I Tad (BT g

. The operations now open to women include
electrolytic processes, glass manufacture, lead
treatment, gas and petroleum generation, blasting,
tanning, graphite powdering, dichromates and
carcinogenic dyes manufacture, fireworks and match
factories, manganese production, pesticides, benzene
use, and high noisel/vibration tasks.
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Removing Legal Barriers and Ensuring Equity

BIAT ITUTE g™ 3R JHHGT GRAYT ST

-
Hisham
Mundol
Chief Adviser,
India,
Environmental
Defense Fund

<

4

Ulka Kelkar

Executive
Program
Director -
Climate,
Economics and
Finance,

WRI India

o Removing legal barriers is the first step toward creating equitable workplaces. However,

this must be followed by adequate amenities such as separate toilets, changing rooms,

and medical check areas, especially in industries that previously had no women workers.

HTATYA I ! Ugell Bl 31 Afh- 39F 91 IelT T,

a?lffﬁmmaﬁa?rmmﬁ
PUS Fea F FWR, 3R FRifren siiw & of yaia Jfaend gHa -t gif, iy v a

3 I A 76T U Afat priRa e R

e There should also be drop-home facil

ies for women working late hours. This will require

investment, management involvement, and monitoring by State labour authorities.

Tigarst & fag =% iﬁ?ﬁ 31 AT (drop-home facility) 1T -1 =T8T
IGLUKE]

W I db BRRA

=% o AT, wees &t unfier), ok e o aiftrefa

&R

3aLISH g |

e The govemment must ensure that no woman is forced into such jobs or penalised for
opting out due to personal circumstances.

WDHR B! TG

FIPR HA W fsa 7 forar wimg |

o  Without proper support, any progressive measure aimed at breaking the barriers of gender

inequality in India’s job market could fail to achieve its purpose.

gfe 3fyd Fgan = firen @ afre

Pen o 3UA I H P & Ihd 7 |

AT FHx1 g s fopelt mifgan 1 51 w1t & fore aoigR T e sime

SHHTET Pt FTYTSH BT Al & fole IaW MU yafasia

Should India take global leadership on climate change?

 M—

head of Conference of the Parties
(COP)30 in November in Belém,
Brazil, global headwinds have left

many developed countries in the
West increasingly reluctant to take on the
mantle of climate leadership. India, like other
countries, is expected to update climate
commitments and present an adaption plan.
Should India take global leadership on climate
change? Hisham Mundol and Ulka Kelkar discuss
the question in a conversation moderated by
Jacob Koshy. Edited excerpts:

This seems to be a very unusual lead-up toa
COP. The U.S. has withdrawn from the Paris
Agreement, the European Union is reluctant
to assume leadership on climate, and Brazil,
which is hosting COP30, appears only to be
stressing on implementation. Are we
heading towards a washout?

Hisham Mundol: I am by nature a ‘glass half
full’ person. Before most COPs, there is often a
lack of direction. We live in particularly
turbulent geopolitical times and I imagine we
may not get sweeping new outcomes like we
did in 2015, with the Paris Agreement. Despite
the U.S’s exit (from the Paris Agreement), I see
the emergence of an ‘Axis of Good” — a number
of countries working with one another
consistently on climate change. We're seeing
Europeans and Indians working on climate
technology. I wouldn’t be surprised if Brazil
and India work on areas where there is
common ground, such as forests. India has
never been the most glamorous player on
international climate negotiations, but it has
something far more valuable than glamour, and
that is a steady hand. Climate change is not a
politically divisive issue in India. We have made
commitments and are working towards them.
Finally, an ‘implementation COP” may not
sound ambitious but it we manage to
implement the promises already made, that
would be real progress.

Ulka KelkKar: First, I expect that this COP will
empbhasise the need for finance for climate
adaption and not just for (mitigation) actions
where there is already private sector revenue.
So, not just (finance for) solar power or electric
vehicles, but also for adaptation to potential
climate impacts in sectors such as agriculture
and water resources.

Second, the emphasis on implementation
means that developing countries like ours need
to create a pipeline of projects that we can invest
in — not just sectors but specific projects.

And third, this big number of $1.3 trillion (an

Aman rides a motorcycle along the solar panels in Gujarat Solar Parkin Patan
district, Gujarat. REUTERS

annual figure that must be raised by 2035 as
climate finance) should feature in the title of the
‘Baku to Belém’ road map that will come up for
discussion at this COP. This road map should
include the entire financial system - not just
public finance, but also the private sector,
multilateral development banks, and
philanthropies - to discuss how the finance
flows can become greener.

Isn’timplementation something that
countries ought to be doing locally? Why do
we need a COP for that?

'UK: Many COPs end up reaching a point where
there is a near-breakdown of negotiations and
attempts are made to salvage it in the last
minute. But that drama aside, the process
continues and each COP is an incremental
development over the previous one.

Implementation cannot happen without
discussing the means of implementation, which
is primarily finance. It can also mean technology
and skilling. We hope that there will be
discussions on innovative new sources of finance
that can be added to the pool of money required
for adapting to and mitigating climate change.
Once these discussions happen, on the means of
implementation, countries can go back and
implement (projects) on some practical basis.
Otherwise, it (implementation) is left to just how
much public funding countries can raise
domestically; and how much private investment
businesses and banks can bring in based on
profit considerations alone.

The scientific reality is that even official
commitments by countries to cut carbon
emissions are unlikely to reduce global
emissions enough to keep them below the
Paris Agreement target of a 2°C rise by 2100.
This is partly because of the high costs

India has never been the most glamorous
player on international climate negotiations,
but it has something far more valuable than
glamour, and that is a steady hand.

HISHAM MUNDOL

involved, as we had earlier discussed. How
do we ensure that countries don’t get stuck
inablame game, and instead evolve creative
solutions regarding funding adaptations?

HM: International cooperation has worked best
when driven not by largesse but by individual,
national, strategic, and security interests. When
the world responded to HIV-AIDS, it was
because it realised that if large parts of
sub-Saharan Africa were going to be ravaged by
the epidemic, it would cause unrest. The cost of
asecurity intervention is dramatically more than
a developmental intervention. China is not
building a green economy because it loves the
environment, but because it realises that that
this is the future. Big industrial conglomerates in
India, such as the Adani Group and Reliance
Group, are investing as much as they are in
green energy because they see that there is
shareholder value to be created. Consider
carbon pricing: many countries are looking at
establishing some form of carbon market (where
individual reductions in carbon emissions can
be traded for profit).

UK: Often, I think that the scale of the challenge
for India is not always understood in the West
and sometimes the opportunity that that scale
offers is also not fully appreciated. So, one thing
that has come out in the news recently is that for
the first time, emissions from India’s power
sector have actually stopped growing because
there is so much more renewable energy now in
the electricity system. If you look at model
projections for the future, you will see that even
decades into the future, despite being a growing
economy where houses have to be built,
manufacturing jobs have to be created, and
power has to supplied for a variety of
applications from transport to cooking, India’s
power sector emissions are actually not
projected to grow. So, there is a kind of
decoupling that has already happened between
energy and emissions. The scale of this is not
really always appreciated by those in the West.
On the adaptation side, the scale really
‘matters. Innovative aggregated solutions, such
as the PM-KUSUM scheme, which uses solar
energy in the agriculture sector, or electric
buses for public transport, can drive down costs

and make services and public goods cheaper.

Second, we really need to actively look for
projects where there are both adaptation and
mitigation benefits. For example, projects that
would not only help counter the impacts of heat
or flood risks but also bring down emissions. An
example would be cold-chain s!orage systems in
agriculture that are solar powered.

‘Ahead of COP30, India, like other countries,
is it updated Nati
Determined Contributions (NDCs). India is
also expected to submit a National
Adaptation Plan (NAP). According to you,
how should these look?

HM: India already has an ambitious target of
drawing 50% of its electricity mix from
non-fossil sources by 2030. A lot of progress has
happened on this front: renewables account for
about half of the country’s installed power
capacity. Since green hydrogen production
relies on renewable energy, explicitly codifying
this link, such as by recognising renewable
energy for green hydrogen, would be a good
move. Evenif sucha move is incremental in
terms of national commitments, incorporating it
into the NDCs would send a signal of intent.

UK: The biggest source of greenhouse gas
emissions is industry. This is a hard-to-abate
sector because a lot of emissions come not from
the use of energy where you can switch the fuel,
‘but from process emissions. Unless you have a
different way of making cement or a different
way of making steel, it is going to be very
difficult to change those process emissions. So, it
might be time to consider as a long-term signal,
some kind of new NDC target for the industry
sector. It can mean bringing in more
electrification, which itself can come from
renewable or cleaner sources.

Second, we can look at ways of prioritising
certain projects. Sometime ago, India had come
up alist of projects where it would be willing to
participate in the international carbon market. It
said, for example, we don’t want to sell credits
‘based on just solar; we would like to consider
solar plus storage (by using batteries). So why
not have a wish list of priority projects like that
for adaptation as well, which could, of course,
‘be modified by each State in the country? And
with that, indicate certain types of models
where finance can be ‘blended’ (partly funded
by private and public sector)?

Tolisten to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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Should India take global leadership on climate change?

T HRT ] Taag URadd R e Aqe a1 arfee?

Conference of the Parties (COP)30 and Climate Leadership

HI3h Y 3P g TS (COP)30 3R SIAaR A

Ahead of Conference of the Parties (COP)30 in November in Belém, Brazil, global
headwinds have left many developed countries in the West increasingly reluctant to take on
the mantle of climate leadership.

Tl & delém H 9aR A 814 aTelt Conference of the Parties (COP)30 3 Ugd, df¥d
T 7 B afded faeRia 22 o Srerarg A @ SmeRt o1 & Rafeaee # s a1

India, like other countries, is expected to update climate commitments and present an
adaptation plan.

31T XM BT RE, U I 30T $I o X8 § [ 98 U= erary ufaagansii &1 3ude & 3R
TH AP o1 TRd |

Should India take global leadership on climate change? Hisham Mundol and Ulka Kelkar
discuss the question in a conversation moderated by Jacob Koshy. Edited excerpts:

T YR & Terarg uRad— W afYye Aqe a1 T1iRe? = gsid sik Sl Fad? 39
AT R AP DIM & AT & 991 X I3 ¢ | Jurfed of:

This seems to be a very unusual lead-up to a COP. The U.S. has withdrawn from the Paris
Agreement, the European Union is reluctant to assume leadership on climate, and Brazil,
which is hosting COP30, appears only to be stressing on implementation. Are we heading
towards a washout?

g COP & oY U S8 SRR Rt @l € | SrafvapT = Uiy wwsiia O arowht o ot €,
QAN WY SAar] A oA H fead XT3, 3R Srelid, S COP30 & Auia! & 36T §, bad
PHAfagd IR SR ¢ 36T 3 | 1 g1 RIS uRumy &t 3R §¢ 33 82

Hisham Mundol: | am by nature a ‘glass half full’ person. Before most COPs, there is often a
lack of direction.

e geter: & waura § 'aref 4R TRy o Jafad g1 ST COPs 9 Ugd SRR fazm &
F g gl
We live in particularly turbulent geopolitical times and | imagine we may not get sweeping
new outcomes like we did in 2015, with the Paris Agreement.
&Y fORY ©U q IYA-YUT aTdl YIS 0T § Sff 38 & 3R g3 @var & fob g9 2015 %
¥ JHEd S Sgs U uRum =6l e ged |
Despite the U.S.’s exit, | see the emergence of an 'Axis of Good' — a number of countries
working with one another consistently on climate change.

& qIER e & 1a9g, T 'Axis of Good' 1 36T ¢Wdl § — % G Sl THIAR
SAaRg giad=T IR Ud 14 HTH IR @ 6|
We’re seeing Europeans and Indians working on climate technology.

1 39 T8 § fob QRIMT 3R YRAG Searg a1l TR HTH HR 38 ¢

| wouldn’t be surprised if Brazil and India work on areas where there is common ground,
such as forests.

T2 3 e B TS wreier 3R WRd 3 &3 & & 3 el e fRa 8, o i a1 &=
India has never been the most glamorous player on international climate negotiations, but
it has something far more valuable than glamour, and that is a steady hand.
mmamﬁlﬁaiaw@uﬁmamfﬁmwmﬂﬁwé RIEEENCANESEN
T Fg 1% YegaH div 5, 3R 98 & R 1Y
Climate change is not a politically divisive issue in India. We have made commitments
and are working towards them.
%Tﬁwg%mﬁ%m:ﬁmﬁmmwﬁ%l g Ul &1 ¢ 3R b
HTH HY |

Finally, an 'implementation COP' may not sound ambitious but if we manage to implement
the promises already made, that would be real progress.
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3 ¥, T "praf-aa COP' Tearaial 78T o Tobel, Afdr afe g9 Ugd ¥ fpy e
wfaasarsi & SRt o3+ & 9&H g1d ¢, ol I8 aRdfd® Wid R

Ulka Kelkar: First, | expect that this COP will emphasise the need for finance for climate
adaptation and not just for mitigation actions where there is already private sector
revenue.

ITHT PADY: Y9 U, 7 IWIE ¢ for I8 CoP waary Srg@a & for fa &) simawads
W@?h@?%ﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁmaﬂm%

So, not just finance for solar power or electric vehicles, but also for adaptation to
potential climate impacts in sectors such as agriculture and water resources.

Yo, Had TR SHell a1 safaesd are-l & e faw 61, afcs $iv ok e Jareq o &=t
H uTfad STerarg wuTal & e it srg@a |

Second, the emphasis on implementation means that developing countries like ours need
to create a pipeline of projects that we can invest in — not just sectors but specific
projects.

IR, BHTaG TR SR &1 Aq0d © [ 8HR oY fasTasiie 330 & U6 uiRaeT urguers—
R H gl s 51 % aR I — daa & et afews fafry ufvaieng |

And third, this big number of $1.3 trillion (an annual figure that must be raised by 2035 as
climate finance) should feature in the title of the 'Baku to Belém' road map that will come
up for discussion at this COP.

IR, T8 &7 Sfidper $1.3 fefera (Te aiftfes Wi il 2035 9% wiearyg faw & =0 &
S[eTT 8171) %I 39 'Baku to Belém' 1§ AU & e & foamn SI1 =few ot 59 coP & 7af &
ferg s
This road map should include the entire financial system — not just public finance, but
also the private sector, multilateral development banks, and philanthropies — to discuss
how the finance flows can become greener.

29 As Au A R faxfta yomedt &1 nfvra fosan S anfee — draa ardwif=e o 78, afcs
foroft &1, Sguehiy e 8, Sk SR — a1 g == &t o 9% {6 fax yare &9 3R
31 gfvd &9 Iod €1

Implementation and Role of COP

Frafaa+ 3R COP @1 YffraT

Isn’t implementation something that countries ought to be doing locally? Why do we need
a COP for that?

T PHAfag- $© THT Tl & Sl S=N &I VI TR UR HAT A1faT? 39 forg g6 cop it
Bl
UK: Many COPs end up reaching a point where there is a near-breakdown of negotiations
and attempts are made to salvage it in the last minute.

- &g COPs UY HIS O Ugdd g oig! aTdiail & TTH [athdt 8191 oIl ¢ SR offad eror &
53 TR P AT T W 2

But that drama aside, the process continues and each COP is an incremental
development over the previous one.

Afh I AP Iaar D! BISHR, UihaT 9IRT 35! § 3R TP COP sl &t Ja1d Us
e e e 2|
Implementation cannot happen without discussing the means of implementation, which is
primarily finance.

Frfaa_ & Y=l R 749t [T 977 78 81 woar, S o1 wu A faw g
It can also mean technology and skllllng
ESEIRCNCA B E RN faer i g awar g1
We hope that there will be discussions on innovative new sources of finance that can be
added to the pool of money required for adapting to and mitigating climate change.
&Y 3uie © for Farat Ae fam wial w =t gnft, 5% wraary ufkada & sean oiv
R & for siawass o9 & qa o st off 9T g1
Once these discussions happen, on the means of implementation, countries can go back
and implement projects on some practical basis.
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9 3 FAT¢ SRIT-ag=T & AT IR g1 S0, 9 S $S ATRIRS SATUR TR Ufedisrnai af
AR IR Thd & |

Otherwise, it (implementation) is left to just how much public funding countries can raise
domestically; and how much private investment businesses and banks can bring in based
on profit considerations alone.

3TYT, TG (W)Wwwﬁﬁm%mmqﬁaﬁwﬁﬂﬂ%%wwqa
qHd &; 3R fad feft frasr saaum Sik 9% Fad a1y & YR W al

The scientific reality is that even official commitments by countries to cut carbon
emissions are unlikely to reduce global emissions enough to keep them below the Paris
Agreement target of a 2°C rise by 2100.
e aRafdear 48 & & usi do & 30 gR1 b 0 snftrerive ufaasang «f Sre=
IS B! AT FU J HH B & O T g1 § dlis 3 U THSNA & T6d 2100 TP
2°C g ¥ = X1 o 9o |
This is partly because of the high costs involved, as we had earlier discussed.
g 3ifI =0 U MA I ARTAl & HRUT G, i [ A Tgal i Bt i
How do we ensure that countries don’t get stuck in a blame game, and instead evolve
creatlve solutions regardlng funding adaptations?
B9 I8 9 A o fos 3= SIaRIYUT Fdt & B 7 91, 3R 3HP ol e fawaryor
& oY TS FHTYT ﬁﬁ%ﬁr B2
HM: International cooperation has worked best when driven not by largesse but by
|nd|V|duaI natlonal strategic, and security interests.

TE 3BT 9 T Bl § oId 59 SGRAT GRI a1 qieh
au%m?r,?rgh, 3R g el gR e S |
When the world responded to HIV-AIDS, it was because it realised that if large parts of sub-
Saharan Africa were going to be ravaged by the epidemic, it would cause unrest.
S§ g1 A HIV-AIDS &1 9dTd T, df S9T RO I8 U [ Ife, Ta-T8RT SPIPl & a9
foed TR & UHIfad Bid, T 599 Srifa gid |
The cost of a security intervention is dramatically more than a developmental
intervention.
TRET TEIAT $! AN fAPTRITHS gAY I ACH T ¥ I 31w gt g
China is not building a green economy because it loves the environment, but because it
realises that this is the future.

o4 gfva srdfoaawar 4o €T 541 We1 f& a8 vafaver ¥ wWR &Rl §, sfew gafou fs 3@
eI | & ug ufa=r 31

Big industrial conglomerates in India, such as the Adani Group and Reliance Group, are
investing as much as they are in green energy because they see that there is shareholder
value to be created.

YRd § 98 e aqg, o o srerit Ju iR e qu, giva ol & Ia1 81 Faw ax
@%a&ﬂ%a%ﬁw@‘éw%ﬁ?wqwmwwm%

Consider carbon pricing: many countries are looking at establishing some form of carbon
market (where individual reductions in carbon emissions can be traded for profit).

Fra- ge fAeiRor R R o $3 3 $S TSR & Pra- 9ok &1 T R fFaR R @ 8
(STeT SfFaTTd BT St A S B! A1H & [ AMUR a1 S qhdT §) |

UK: Often, | think that the scale of the challenge for India is not always understood in the
West, and sometimes the opportunity that that scale offers is also not fully appreciated.

P RR, T3 T § [ URe & e gt & T & gan ufdm & guen &t o, ok
FH-H1f 98 R S T8 THMT UGH &Rl 8, T aRE WRIgT el ol

For the first time, emissions from India’s power sector have actually stopped growing
because there is so much more renewable energy now in the electricity system.

Ugell IR, HRG & UTaR AaeR I SoTui- aRad § 9641 dg 81 71 § i 3fd fagya yomett &
S5 31 TPl Felf 1

Model projections for the future show that even decades into the future, despite being a
growing economy where houses have to be built, manufacturing jobs created, and power
supplied for a variety of applications from transport to cooking, India’s power sector
emissions are actually not projected to grow.
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Hfasy & forw Aisd yahgur feand & f yids & et # o, o faerrasiia srfeaamn sn &

SIaS[G S8l ORI 1 A0 a1 7, Sefie et s €, 3R faggd o ufvaga @ dax

gﬁwﬂ?ﬁ;sﬂﬁ%ﬁw@m—rﬁ% YR & YTaT ae} & Iodeid aad 3
& |

There is a kind of decoupling that has already happened between energy and emissions.
The scale of this i |s not always appreciated by those in the West.

Sl 3R I 3 g1 Ud IRE F1 FAdie 81 9T 81 39 9uM &) gaRn ufdm o
Wﬂfﬁﬁaﬁm

On the adaptation side, the scale really matters. Innovative aggregated solutions, such as
the PM-KUSUM scheme, which uses solar energy in the agriculture sector, or electric
buses for public transport, can drive down costs and make services and public goods
cheaper.

ST U W, FTAHT aRad § Hg@yuf § | a4 Gfed FaTem, S f& PM-KUSUM
ST, S P &7 T TR SHuf ST UGN A 8, A WP URagT & [IU safaed a4,
NI B HH B Tabdll § AR Aarafl R Arde-1p aeg3il D! Tl 51 Tabell 6 |

We really need to actively look for projects where there are both adaptation and mitigation
benefits.

g IRad B 9ishd U ¥ 37 ufkaiereil &t et s=-! et Set Sg@ad iR R ary
CE]

For example, projects that would not only help counter the impacts of heat or flood risks but
also bring down emissions. An example would be cold-chain storage systems in
agriculture that are solar powered.

JaTeXU & Ty, U uiRaiST St draa TRt a1 d1g Siam & YuTd) &1 Gohiad 34 | Hea
qﬁwﬂwﬁ?ﬁwﬁqaﬁﬂﬂwwm TS ITEXUT BT B § WX Sroft AT sS-4aa
USRI |

India’s NDCs and NAP Ahead of COP30
COP30 ¥ Ugd HRd & NDCs 3fiR NAP

Ahead of COP30, India, like other countries, is expected to submit updated Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs).

COP30 ¥ Ugd, WRd, 31 <Xl I TR, 3Uscs IS U & fHuffva ahrer (NDes) TRga
B P 30T R

India is also expected to submit a National Adaptation Plan (NAP).

URA 4 Ig Hi 3081 B SNl & b 98 U AP SgHa TietT (NAP) TRId PR |

According to you how should these look?

3T AR, T Y f3@a arfge?

HM: India already has an ambitious target of drawing 50% of its electricity mix from non-
fossil sources by 2030.

32T gSta: YRd & U Usd 3 81 U HedTdhiel d&d ¢ fo a8 2030 d& 3ot fagga fargror
BT 50% IHSTATH HArdl I T DR |

A lot of progress has happened on this front: renewables account for about half of the
country’s installed power capacity.

gﬁwmmﬁézmwmﬁwmmmwwmm
|

Since green hydrogen production relies on renewable energy, explicitly codifying this link,
such as by recognising renewable energy for green hydrogen, would be a good move.

gf W grggier Sare Adievuita ol R MRk wvdr 8, 39 [Kid &1 Wy U 3 Fres
AT, O 6 W9 gTggoH & forg Adte~oiia Swf & amrar <1, U s Hed ghm|

Even if such a move is incremental in terms of national commitments, incorporating it into
the NDCs would send a signal of intent.

%ﬁﬁww@uuﬁa&mﬁ%nﬁﬁmﬁ 3 NDCs H R1TTHel AT Th $R1Q BT
|

UK: The biggest source of greenhouse gas emissions is industry.

TS T 99T A1 AErSH T IS BT IAT & |
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This is a hard-to-abate sector because a lot of emissions come not from the use of energy
where you can switch the fuel, but from process emissions.

g U Hfe-1-farur aren & ¢ Fiifds 9gd I Iqoi Svoll & SUTNT § gl 31T § STei 31y
$Y 95T Uod ¢, Jich Jg UiehaT Sedel I 3T 5|

Unless you have a different way of making cement or a different way of making steel, it is
going to be very difficult to change those process emissions.

O I 30 Ui WHE §91 BT 3T 1T T1 STT S BT AT aR1epT el 5, 3 Wishdn
SIS D! JaeT Sgd YiRebd gi|

So, it might be time to consider as a long-term signal, some kind of new NDC target for the
industry sector.

Y, S8 TP STHBI® Adbd & ©U | [FIR B BT IHI 51 Ihdl 6, o9 ST & & ferg
P T NDC d&y |

It can mean bringing in more electrification, which itself can come from renewable or
cleaner sources.

DT AAAd e fagafare<or M 81 Ul &, ST W Tas vl a1 ATh-gus didl & o1
THT & |
Second, we can look at ways of prioritising certain projects.

W, B9 $3 uiarere & urufiedr 4 & diel )R fGaR R 9&d ¢

Some time ago, India had come up a list of projects where it would be willing to participate
in the international carbon market.

$S THY Ugdl, R 7 37 ufvaierrell &t Gt dar &1 i 5iei 98 Sfaverga srad 9ok |
YT A9 & o oI |

It said, for example, we don’t want to sell credits based on just solar; we would like to
consider solar plus storage (by using batteries).

IETEXUI & U, 398 &gl T o 51 had AR SHell IR RMRd shfde 991 el dled; 89 AR
+ USRI (Sl o1 IuahT b R IR =1 I |

So why not have a wish list of priority projects like that for adaptation as well, which could,
of course, be modified by each State in the country?

0 & 7 P & fad off Tt arufirear uiaieren @ swemifed gt 9918 o, o,
ff3d Fu 3, 3 & YA AT gRI FATUA b1 & Gap?

And with that, indicate certain types of models where finance can be ‘blended’ (partly
funded by the private and public sector)?

3R TP Y, $3 USHR & Hisd qad ol fad &1 Tafdra fvan o wean 8 (3hife & u 9
et ik Ardwi=Ie & gRT fa=uifd) |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 2


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Is Punjab’s stubble burning
problem really declining?

Are fewer fires hiding larger burnt areas? How do satellite limitations affect the accuracy of fire detection?

Vikas Vasudeva

The story so far:

addy harvesting has picked up
momentum in Punjab, the
country’s key grain-producing

State, and so have stubble
burning incidents. This year, stubble
burning has been relatively fewer because
the State faced one of its worst floods in
decades, leaving vast stretches of
farmland inundated. Close to the autumn
season every year, paddy stubble burning
is considered to be one of the
contributing factors of air pollution across
the country’s northern region, including
New Delhi. The paddy crop, harvested
using combine harvester machines, leaves
behind a stubble of stalks. To destroy this
stubble, the farmers consider setting the
crop residue on fire the most ‘effective’
method, as they need to prepare the
fields for sowing the next winter crop.

The short time window between paddy
harvesting and wheat sowing — roughly
three weeks — is a key reason why farmers
resort to stubble burning.

Are stubble burning incidents
declining?

The governments, including the State and
the Centre, have claimed that incidents of
paddy stubble burning have significantly
declined over the years, thanks to a range
of measures, including stricter
enforcement, access to subsidised
machinery for crop residue management.
Punjab government data, based on
satellite aggregation, shows that in 2024,
there were 10,909 cases of farm fires in
the State, compared to 36,663 in 2023,
marking a 70% decline.

While Punjab has reported a significant
drop in farm fire incidents since 2021, the
total area scorched by these fires has
largely expanded. Satellite data from the
Punjab Remote Sensing Centre and the
Punjab Pollution Control Board show that
in 2024, the area under ‘residue burning
for paddy’, which gives a relatively
stronger sense of farm fire menace, stood
at around 19.17 lakh hectares, compared
to around 19.14 lakh hectares in 2023.

In 2022, it was nearly 15.40 lakh
hectares, while in 2021, it was

approximately 15.60 lakh hectares.

Why do the data differ?

Although the number of stubble fire
counts has significantly declined, experts
believe that the total burnt area could
have increased for several reasons. Fire
count measurements often miss smaller,
low-intensity, or partial burns.

Farm fire incidents in Punjab, and in
other States as well, are recorded by
satellites using thermal imaging based on
temperature differences. A recent study
conducted by the Indian Institute of
Science Education and Research, Mohali,
published in Science of the Total
Environment, highlights several
limitations of satellites in collecting fire
emissions. The study notes that satellites
like MODIS and VIIRS pass over the region
only a few times a day, and since most
fires are lit in the late afternoon or
evening, many events are missed. Haze or
clouds can obstruct satellite detection of
fires, leading to underreporting.
Moreover, north-west States have small
landholdings, and farmers often burn

crop residue in fragmented,
short-duration fires, which are harder for
satellites to detect compared to
large-scale forest fires. The study also
points out that farmers are increasingly
aware of satellite monitoring and may
cover up burnt areas before the next
satellite overpass.

Senior scientist and Professor Ravindra
Khaiwal at Environmental Health,
Department of Community Medicine and
School of Public Health in
Chandigarh-based Post Graduate Institute
of Medical Education and Research,
points out that burnt-area estimation has
become more precise with advancements
in remote sensing. He says, “While
thermal sensors may miss fires due to
heat signal blockage, optical sensors like
Sentinel-2 can identify post-fire
discolouration and burn scars, providing
amore accurate assessment of the total
burnt area”

What is the way forward?

Asserting that for accurate assessment of
incidents, fire data should be generated
by integrating thermal and optical satellite
observations and validated through
systematic ground verification through
ground surveys, Dr. Khaiwal says:
“increased burnt area does not
necessarily imply higher stubble burning
‘emissions’. Many of these burns are
low-intensity, partial, or short-duration
fires, releasing relatively less particulate
matter and gaseous emissions compared
to widespread fires. Hence, emissions
must be assessed using fire intensity, fuel
load, and duration, not burnt area alone.”

Is Punjab’s stubble burning problem really declining?

T USITd B URTeH SIAE &1 IHXT 91dd A HH g1 8! 82

o Are fewer fires hiding larger burnt areas? How do satellite limitations affect the accuracy
of fire detection?

FIT HH 3T P ATHA I ST T &1 B fHUT 3@ 82 Aearse JH1SH H1 31T &t uga= Hi
FDhdl IR T 3RR USdl 872

e Paddy harvesting has picked up momentum in Punjab, the country’s key grain-producing
State, and so have stubble burning incidents.

Y BT HeTs U, <X & TE 3F SATGH g B doil I 8181 €, 3R URTelt Jiers ) ge-rg

W 9g w3

THE GIST

-

While farm fire incidents in
Punjab have declined
significantly in recent years,
the total area scorched by
stubble burning remains high,
highlighting a discrepancy
between fire counts and actual
burnt land.

v

Satellite limitations, short
sowing windows, and farm
practices — like burning
residual stubble from combine
harvesters — contribute to
under-detection and continued
environmental impact despite
government measures.

e This year, stubble burning has been relatively fewer because the State faced one of its
worst floods in decades, leaving vast stretches of farmland inundated.

29 99, Wl ST Y HeHATE SrUeTHd HH 6! § a9 DI G A Ty 1R 916 I
AT BT ST, S fawna ©a saHy 81 )

o Close to the autumn season every year, paddy stubble burning is considered to be one of
the contributing factors of air pollution across the country’s northem region, including New

Delhi.

R U UaHs & TGH & B9, YT DI WIS TAFT 9% & I &8 H 91 UGl & HRab!
# QU 7FT A1, o ¢ e o 2nfira 21

e The paddy crop, harvested using combine harvester machines, leaves behind a stubble of

stalks.

T B Bod, R Sarg grdtey 72 A Sre a8, & Ui €5l 1 Wl s9dl 8

e To destroy this stubble, the farmers consider setting the crop residue on fire the most
‘effective’ method, as they need to prepare the fields for sowing the next winter crop.

Y RIS &I Y B & 1o o 38 3T TET G UHTE! a1 A &, Fif I
3rTelt Tfdal B wad 9 & T @d TR FRA 81 2
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The short time window between paddy harvesting and wheat sowing — roughly three
weeks — is a key reason why farmers resort to stubble burning.

YT Pt FeTs 3R A $I gaT3 P ST BieT U HRTA — TIHT FiF TwdTe — U T
HRU ¢ [ b wRTel S &1 TR ad B

Are stubble burning incidents declining?

T RIS AT P °9e-IE e g 872

The govemments, including the State and the Centre, have claimed that incidents of paddy
stubble burning have significantly declined over the years, thanks to a range of measures,
including stricter enforcement, access to subsidised machinery for crop residue
management.

BRI, T8 o7 3R s A 8, 7 a7ar far ¢ fos aoif & <11 3 WRIeh s &1 g
B IuSTsar M 3|
Punjab government data, based on satellite aggregation, shows that in 2024, there were

10,909 cases of farm fires in the State, compared to 36,663 in 2023, marking a 70%
decline.

UITd TRPR PT ST, o AeArse WIS TR TR @, faarar 8 5 2024 & =7 7 10,909
Wl ® ST T, Safeh 2023 H U8 W= 36,663 AT, S 70% fARTaE <=l 81

While Punjab has reported a significant drop in farm fire incidents since 2021, the total area
scorched by these fires has largely expanded.

Siafes UoTTe = 2021 & ST @al § SRT P G137 § Aeayuf fRmae Ko 1 €, 37 3 gri
A STATT 7Y & § BT 9f 58 B

Satellite data from the Punjab Remote Sensing Centre and the Punjab Pollution Control
Board show that in 2024, the area under ‘residue burning for paddy’, which gives a
relatively stronger sense of farm fire menace, stood at around 19.17 lakh hectares,
compared to around 19.14 lakh hectares in 2023.

yoire feeite ARiT Few 37 ueire ugwor frasor §i€ & darse ST I Udr Iadr @ [ 2024
H YT BT WRTeH STATT DT &F THT 19.17 ARI 3R YT, STalfh 2023 H UG THIHT 19.14
G FHRTR AT

In 2022, it was nearly 15.40 lakh hectares, while in 2021, it was approximately 15.60 lakh
hectares.

2022 H g TIHT 15.40 ARG 2ac TR UT, Ta(Pp 2021 H g TTHT 15.60 ARG gaedR AT

Why dp 'the da!a differ?
ST H iR i 87

Although the number of stubble fire counts has significantly declined, experts believe that
the total burnt area could have increased for several reasons.

BT URTER ST B gerail &1 T= # 1wt it 31S 8, vy I § & pa wemar
T & $% RN I §¢ THaT 2 |

Fire count measurements often miss smaller, low-intensity, or partial burns.

ST P} BT WY A SRR B, HH el aral, 7 3HifRI T ardt & e A & |

Farm fire incidents in Punjab, and in other States as well, are recorded by satellites using
thermal imaging based on temperature differences.

GOITd 3R 3 Il § Wil H ART St ge-13ii o1 Aearge gRT argw= fisar o smena
yHia gAfiT 3 RelS fovar srar 8|

A recent study conducted by the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research,
Mohali, published in Science of the Total Environment, highlights several limitations of
satellites in collecting fire emissions.

BT &1 H YR fagm= Rrem SiR Srwem |, MeTell gRI &1 18 Ud g, ot
Science of the Total Environment T U&IRId g5, 7 ACATSE GRT 3T S SHGT B &
$3 Jrre B ISR foa
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The study notes that satellites like MODIS and VIIRS pass over the region only a few
times a day, and since most fires are lit in the late afternoon or evening, many events are
missed.

3 ® §arT T f MODIS 3R VIIRS S edrse 87 R A & %ad $ SR ToRd g, 3R
i SIFRIBTRT 3T U F 1 IT ]TH B TS ST €, s TeTd He ot g |

Haze or clouds can obstruct satellite detection of fires, leading to underreporting.

¢f¢] 7 STCe ASATSE BT 3NT BT UG | F14T ST Tbd! &, o 3reRT Rraifdan giar g1
Moreover, north-west States have small landholdings, and farmers often bum crop residue
in fragmented, short-duration fires, which are harder for satellites to detect compared to
large-scale forest fires.

TGP AT, IAR-UFHH IS B WA A €, 3R B SRR U A=Y B! gbel W 3R
gmwa%smﬁaa’ra%, fore 9 STE B 3RT &1 o1 § Yearse gRT UGl HigH il

I

The study also points out that farmers are increasingly aware of satellite monitoring and
may cover up burnt areas before the next satellite overpass.

e g Ut 9T § o fapam eamge aiFeiT & ufd SIe 81 3% € SR SATeh deamse
TR ¥ Ugd STATT 7Y &1 1 gl qed 8|

Senior scientist and Professor Ravindra Khaiwal at Environmental Health, Department of
Community Medicine and School of Public Health in Chandigarh-based Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Education and Research, points out that burnt-area estimation has
become more precise with advancements in remote sensing.

JSITe YT UiRe A9ue Sege ITw Afewa TR s R o Taiaru Wy,
TR fafdhn 3R A W 6 & R aq1-d IR WHR Ifds Wara = &gl i
ST 7T & BT g Rute ARiT & grifa & ary &ifdes wdite g gl

He says, “While thermal sensors may miss fires due to heat signal blockage, optical
sensors like Sentinel-2 can identify post-fire discolouration and burn scars, providing a
more accurate assessment of the total burnt area.”

3B FET, T Yria Fad T Thd SaRIY F HRUT ST & IH Idhd ¢, GeHd-2 I
e AT 31 & S1E T FGeT 3R Ta & =1 Uga™ I&vd 8, S $d STATg T¢ &5
&1 JHYF TIP eI UeH dRargl”

What is the way forward?

T BT AT T 82

Asserting that for accurate assessment of incidents, fire data should be generated by
integrating thermal and optical satellite observations and validated through systematic
ground verification through ground surveys, Dr. Khaiwal says:

A3 BT WD Geich B & (oY, YHd IR AP d Aeage Saaid- i Thipd
PP ST PI el I fohar o1 A iR Frafira wds wderr & e 3 Jafug
forar s anfe, S Waa Fed &

“Increased burnt area does not necessarily imply higher stubble burning emissions.
Many of these burns are low-intensity, partial, or short-duration fires, releasing relatively
less particulate matter and gaseous emissions compared to widespread fires. Hence,
emissions must be assessed using fire intensity, fuel load, and duration, not burnt area
alone.”

“STETE T &7 W i BT Haad St 781 fop Wreht s | Siftre Ieqei1 gan | 399 @ &3
3T P dtarar aren, 3iifre a1 &1 JHg B 81 €, S 98 THM B AN B! a1 H 30eTdhd
H1 BT 3R T Il Bl &1 AT, Ssi~T BT Yo hael STATE 7T & P T
ST &Y ferar, U= B A 3R 3afy F YR W FHAT A1y 1
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Why cloud seeding is not a solution to
Delhi’s air pollution crisis

Delhi’s air remains polluted due to emissions from vehicles, construction, power plants, waste burning and agricultural fires; cloud seeding cannot

create rain without clouds, provides only temporary relief at best, and diverts attention from evidence-based solutions that address the root causes

Shahzad Gani
Krishna AchutaRao

The story so far:

elhi’s plan for cloud seeding is
being sold as a bold solution
to air pollution. In reality, it is

a textbook case of science
misapplied and ethics ignored.

Why is Delhi’s air fouler in winter?
Across North India, air quality is poor
throughout the year, but it reaches
extreme levels in the post-monsoon and
winter months. After the monsoon
withdraws, dry continental air masses
from the northwest dominate the region.
The winds weaken and the air becomes
stagnant, keeping pollutants from being
dispersed efficiently.

Cooler air holds less absolute water
vapour and the stable, high-pressure
systems that prevail during these months
suppress the upward motion needed for
clouds to form. The sky may look hazy,
but that haze comes from trapped
pollution, not from rain-bearing clouds.
Rain cannot be conjured out of thin air. It
needs water vapour.

For most of the highly polluted cooler
months, the atmosphere is too dry and
stable to support significant rainfall. Rain
does occur occasionally during these
months, but these brief spells are
typically caused by western disturbances,

weather systems that originate in the
Mediterranean region and can bring
moisture from that region or interact with
local systems drawing up moisture from
our neighbouring seas. These events can
be predicted a few days in advance, but
are not a reliable or consistent source of
rainfall for North India.

Does cloud seeding help?

Cloud seeding depends on natural clouds;
it can’t create them. And even when
clouds exist, the evidence that seeding
reliably increases rainfall remains weak
and contested. And when it rains and
reduces pollution, the respite is
temporary at best. The overwhelming
evidence is that pollution levels go back
up within a day or two.

The air pollution problem is not just
confined to Delhi. Across North India, air
quality is dangerously poor year-round.
Yet public debate often treats smog as a
seasonal nuisance, normalising pollution
and noticing it only when it becomes
unbearable. Cloud seeding is just another
gimmick in a series of similar unscientific
ideas, like smog towers, suggesting that
flashy interventions can substitute for
serious, structural solutions.

What are the risks of cloud seeding?
The temptation to engineer a shortcut to
fix air pollution is understandable — but it
raises deeper ethical questions about how

science is used, what risks are justified,
and who bears responsibility when things
go wrong.

Even if the science behind cloud
seeding were robust, which it is not, it still
involves dispersing compounds such as
silver iodide or sodium chloride into
clouds to trigger condensation. Silver
iodide works for cloud seeding because its
crystal structure is very similar to that of
ice, so it ‘tricks’ water droplets in the
clouds into freezing onto it. These newly
formed ice crystals then grow heavy and
fall as rain or snow. While generally
considered low risk in small doses,
repeated use can accumulate in soils and
water bodies. The long-term effects on
agriculture, ecosystems, and human
health remain poorly understood.

Beyond these environmental risks,
there is the question of accountability. If
cloud seeding coincides with intense
rainfall that leads to flooding, causing
damage to infrastructure, crops, and
livelihoods, or loss of life, who will be
responsible? Even if the rainfall and
flooding are unrelated to seeding, public
perception could still link the two,
undermining trust in both science and
governance.

What can ‘fix’ the air?

Science has long identified the real cause
of North India’s hazardous air: the lack of
effective control over emissions from

vehicles, industry, construction, power
plants, waste burning, and seasonal
agricultural fires, compounded by
unfavourable meteorology during the
cooler months. The solutions are equally
clear but remain largely unimplemented:
cleaner transport, sustainable energy,
better waste management, and urban
planning that actually reduces pollution
sources. Yet, instead of reinforcing these
priorities, parts of the scientific
ecosystem — researchers, advisors, and
institutions — are lending credibility to a
costly spectacle that will do little to
address the sources of the crisis. By
attaching their authority to the illusion of
quick fixes, they risk wasting scarce
public resources, undermining trust, and
diverting attention from systemic changes
that could make a real difference.
Snake-oil solutions will not clear the air
in Delhi or the rest of North India.
Instead, courage is required on the
ground: to reduce the sources of pollution
and pursue equitable, evidence-based
action. Anything less is not just misplaced
science — it is an ethical failure, a
diversion from the patient, unglamorous
work needed to ensure clean air
throughout the year.
(Shahzad Gani is an Assistant Professor at
the Centre for Atmospheric Sciences, IIT
Delhi. Krishna AchutaRao is a Professor at
the Centre for Atmospheric Sciences, IIT
Delhi)

Why Cloud Seeding is Not a Solution to Delhi’s Air Pollution Crisis
w4l Farss WS fewh & arg Uguur Yhe BT JHIUTH 81 8

Delhi’s Plan for Cloud Seeding

e # Ferse WET A

e Delhi’s plan for cloud seeding is being sold as a

bold solution to air pollution.

fett @ o weres WET & forg arg wgwor

BT TSRS THIYT §d1s SR 8

e Inreality, it is a textbook case of science

misapplied and ethics ignored.

Ig fagm= & Taa wanT iR Afaedar

aﬂmﬁ@mwmwmm%

Why is Delhi’s Air Fouler in Winter?

féal A fewil Bt gar 3o+ TR i 82

e Across North India, air quality is poor throughout the year, but it reaches extreme levels in
the post-monsoon and winter months.

QR IR HRE H a1 Ora] R 98 TS et ©, Ao ARG & 91g 31k Aidal 9 8
3feafire TR I Ugd Wl g
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After the monsoon withdraws, dry continental air masses from the northwest dominate
the region.

AFYA & U g & a6, IOR-Uf| | Y[5h HeTEhdiy arg soqd &5 W g1 81 9 g
The winds weaken and the air becomes stagnant, keeping pollutants from being
dlspersed efficiently.

TAI¢ HHSIR 81 91 3 3R ga1 FRR 81 91 B, R wgwe wd) 1 @ bt 7Y ura|
Cooler air holds less absolute water vapour and the stable, high-pressure systems that
prevail during these months suppress the upward motion needed for clouds to form.

3 ga1 & 1 quf ierarw ST 7 3R 39 Tl | g1dt fRR, S=-gara womeht a8 Ied wfa
SaTdl 2 Sl 9Igd 991 & forg s 2

The sky may look hazy, but that haze comes from trapped pollution, not from rain-bearing
clouds.
%ﬁm T T THdT §, A a8 Y e §T UGHUT I 3MTchl ¢, TN @1 9Tt SIgat 9
I

Rain cannot be conjured out of thin air. It needs water vapour.

B gaT | Sg B a8 &) 1T S T | 3T o4 Saarsy Bt ST giat gl
For most of the highly polluted cooler months, the atmosphere is too dry and stable to
suppor‘c 5|gn|f|cant rainfall.

3R e 38 WEHl #, argHe 9gd o 3R fRR 81ar © o wi auf =&t &) urdlt|

Rain does occur occasionally during these months, but these brief spells are typically caused
by western disturbances, weather systems that originate in the Mediterranean region.
=7 T B HHm IR TR A 2, Afe 3 B1R-B1e T TRade SR TR i gt
HRUIBIA &, ot Afge A+ &7 I 3T gl ¢ |
These events can be predicted a few days in advance, but are not a reliable or consistent
source of rainfall for North India.
2 geeft &) o foT ugd Hiasgaroft ot o Tt €, Afd 3 IR URd & fog R o
W auf | el

Does Cloud Seeding Help?
T FAT3S FET Aee HRdl 22

Cloud seeding depends on natural clouds; it can’t create them.
FTSS T WIpfers argal W FR Bl 2; 7 32 Fiftfa 78 #% awedl|

Even when clouds exist, the evidence that seeding reliably increases rainfall remains
weak and contested.

e gTgd Hivlg 81d 7, a9 i U8 ey f AT fayig v & auf gerdl 8, FHER iR
fyarfea 2

When it rains and reduces pollution, the respite is temporary at best.

TS ST Biclt 8 SR UGyl %4 BT &, T9 e DI giai o |

The overwhelming evidence is that pollution levels go back up within a day or two.
Uoel HI&T T8 ¢ fob Uguor W Uap-gl fo=1 o 9o 5¢ 9d ]

The air pollution problem is not just confined to Delhi. Across North India, air quality is
dangerously poor year-round.

IR UGUUT B U Had faeedt 9% Wi 761 81 T SR URd § 91 Jorasn R a9
WRATH =7 A TR Edl 2

Public debate often treats smog as a seasonal nuisance, normalising pollution and
noticing it only when it becomes unbearable.

A T8 AR T B WEH W A &, For Uguor = JHe ST § 3R
Y &Had dd 3T ST ¢ 51F Tg SRIg-14 &l |

Cloud seeding is just another gimmick in a series of similar unscientific ideas, like smog
towers.

FATSS ST Fad Tw 3R AT &, T R & s AP faaRl & ggar §, S [T
elad|

These suggest that flashy interventions can substitute for serious, structural solutions.

3 GG 20 & b MTPYD TG TR, WTTHD FHIUT B e e o T
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What are the Risks of Cloud Seeding?
FATSS ST & TR |1 8?2

e The temptation to engineer a shortcut to fix air pollution is understandable — but it raises
ethical questions about how science is used, what risks are justified, and who bears
responsibility when things go wrong.

I UGWUT 1 3l e o foTg Tfdred ST H= &1 Areran Gagr § 311t § — o1 78 s
Y I31dT § [ A9 &1 w1 $4 gar 8, o 9 N IfRa €, iR o il 1ad gt 8
B formeRY dar 3|

e Even if the science behind cloud seeding were robust, it involves dispersing compounds
such as silver iodide or sodium chloride into clouds to trlgger condensation.

Yol 81 FATSS ST & Ui &1 fAgm= Aol g, S99 argal | Riear Jriis1gs a1 |isay
FARTSS oY A a1 M § T e+ 81 9 |

o Silver iodide works because its crystal structure is very similar to that of ice, so it tricks

water droplets in the clouds into freezing onto it.
ATISTES TUM B Al § HTdb 30D ! fshed HIAT SR oI gl g, oy I8
gredl | Uit &t ggi & oHA & foae Tgear g
o These newly formed ice crystals grow heavy and fall as rain or snow.
Y U 1 R & fobved YR 81 91d § ofR 1T a1 9 & w0 § fiRA B

o While generally considered low risk in small doses, repeated use can accumulate in soils
and water bodies.

e I AT § AR R 39 HH ST arar A1 911 8, IR-aR Iudn frd) oik 5ra
el o T Bl bl B

e The long-term effects on agriculture, ecosystems, and human health remain poorly

understood.

FiY, TRfRUfIS 91 3R AT WY IR 59 s THd it I Sredl @ve @ qug
T M

o Beyond these environmental risks, there is the question of accountability.
= afaRuiiy SR & srarar, e &1 gare 1 31

¢ If cloud seeding coincides with intense rainfall that leads to flooding, causing damage to
infrastructure, crops, and livelihoods, or loss of life, who will be responsible?

IR TS T B SR UTR TR S 2 R A1 3T & 3R aET, HeT AR
TR & JHu, O sitas 31 g1 a1 8, @ 1 Rrier g

o Even if the rainfall and flooding are unrelated to seeding, public perception could still link
the two, undermining trust in both science and governance.
U Bt TR 3R 1¢ 1 WS I D3 Taie 7 8, Arderfres YRon s off 31 B ot Taait
&, Fored fagm SiR =M | 4RI HHSIR ST

What Can ‘Fix’ the Air?
€41 B “GURA aTeT IUTT T 8 Pl 872

e Science has long identified the real cause of North India’s hazardous air: lack of effective
control over emissions from vehicles, industry, construction, power plants, waste
burning, and seasonal agricultural fires, compounded by unfavourable meteorology
during the cooler months.
f3RIT 7 S T & SR URA B WIS gal & dIRddd HRU UgdH] §: arg-T, I,
formtor, ureR wiie, FaRT e, SR TR HiY omT & Ievei R yuTd i $t et o
33 wEHI A ufdpd A9 & I A R

e The solutions are equally clear but remain largely unimplemented: cleaner transport,
sustainable energy, better waste management, and urban planning that actually reduces
pollution sources.

TaTe of Wy § Afd SeiaR an e g€ W ufag, feere; S, dgar wET uee,
IR =¥t FieT STt aad § wguor Al $f HH B

¢ Instead of reinforcing these priorities, parts of the scientific ecosystem — researchers,
advisors, and institutions — are lending credibility to a costly spectacle that will do little
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to address the sources of the CI'ISIS

ERRl

YfFarail & Aogd IR & SO, AFAS dF & TS TR —

SEYIS I, TATGPR

;ﬁgﬂwm w%ﬁmﬁﬁm%@%@ﬂw%maﬁwmﬁmw

e By attaching their authority to the illusion of quick fixes, they risk wasting scarce public
resources, undermining trust, and diverting attention from systemic changes that could

make a real difference.

«afva AU & Y9 9 gt iftrepTRar S, 3 Wftra ardsie Jary= @t gaidl,
WRIHT HH B, 3R AP ggarmal T &M ge &1 SaH I3Td 8, Sl IRAdd heh ST

Jhd g

¢ Snake-oil solutions will not clear the air in Delhi or the rest of North India.
ol FHTYT feeeht a1 91} IR HIRG &t gal ) 1P g1 Bl

e |Instead, courage is required on the ground: to reduce sources of pollution and pursue

equitable, evidence-based action.

TS I, STHF IR A18Y B oexd ¢: UGWUT & Fidl Bl 0 B 3R A, J18h-

SMYTRT PRATS & M FgH & foru|

e Anything less is not just misplaced science — it is an ethical failure, a diversion from the
patient, unglamorous work needed to ensure clean air throughout the year.

39 1 v 4l bad Ted fag TE 8 —

I8 U Afae fawedn 5, IR R Y = gar

TR B 3 R aaa gy, TR STH @ ST Yot a2

Questions and ﬁnswers to the prewous day s daily quiz: 1. In 1939,
Gerhard Domagk was not allowed\by his government to accept the prize, but
he later received a medal and dlphoma Which government prevented him?
Ans: Nazi government

2. There were years in which the prli.e was not awarded, such as during World
Wars | and Il. How many years went hy without the Prize for Medicine being
announced? Ans: 9 years '

3. Of the 14 women who received the Nohel Prize in Medicine, only one did noi
have to share it with others. Name this independent woman Nobel Laureate.
Ans: Barbara McClintock

4. Who was the youngest ever awardee of the Nobel Prize for medicine, and
what was he awarded for? Ans: Frederick G. Banting, for the discovery o
insulin

5. This Nobel laureate entered France's Institut Pasteur quite by accident as a
volunteer. She went on to complete her PhD and was among three people whc
were awarded the Prize in 2008, for discoveries that helped the world
understand viruses wreaking havoc. Who is she? Ans: Frangoise
Barré-Sinoussi, for the discovery of the human immunodeficiency virus
Visual: What makes this pair of Nobel Medicine laureates unigue? Ans: Gerty
and Carl Cori — the first married couple to share the Nobel for Medicine
in 1947. Gerty was also the first woman to be awarded a Nobel Prize in
Medicine.

Early Birds: Parimal Das | Sukdev Shet | Siddhartha Viswanathan | Sunil
Madhavan | Rownak Mondal | Jyoti

QuIZ

Gerhard Domagk and the 1939 Nobel
Prize Controversy

Introduction to Gerhard Domagk

* Gerhard Domagk (1895-1964) was a German
pathologist and bacteriologist renowned for his
discovery of the antibacterial properties of
sulfonamides, particularly prontosil.

* This breakthrough marked the advent of the sulfa
drug era, revolutionizing the treatment of bacterial
infections.

* In recognition of his work, he was awarded the
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1939.

The Nazi Government's Intervention

* In 1935, the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Carl von Ossietzky, a German pacifist and

journalist imprisoned for his anti-Nazi stance.

* This angered Adolf Hitler, leading to a decree on January 31, 1937, prohibiting German nationals

from accepting any Nobel Prize.

* When Domagk was selected for the Nobel Prize in 1939, he sought permission from the Nazi

authorities to accept it.

* Despite his willingness to contribute 100,000 Deutsche Marks to the war effort, the government

refused his request.

* Domagk was arrested by the Gestapo on November 17, 1939, detained for a week, and coerced

into declining the award.

Post-War Recognition
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* Following the end of World War Il and the fall of the Nazi regime, Domagk was officially presented
with the Nobel diploma and medal in 1947.
* The monetary portion of the prize had already been returned to the Nobel Foundation.

Conclusion

» The Nazi government’s intervention in the Nobel Prize process exemplifies the regime's control
over scientific and cultural affairs.

* Despite political pressures, Domagk's contributions to medicine remain a significant achievement
in the history of medical science.

Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine: Years Without an Award
Introduction

The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is one of the five original Nobel Prizes established by
Alfred Nobel in 1895. Since its inception in 1901, the prize has been awarded annually, with a few
exceptions. Notably, there have been nine years in which the prize was not awarded. These
omissions occurred during periods of global conflict, specifically during World War | and World War
Il

Years Without an Award
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was not awarded in the following years:

1915
1916
1917
1918
1921
1925
1940
1941
1942

Reasons for the Omissions

The Nobel Foundation's statutes state that if none of the works under consideration is deemed of
sufficient importance, the prize money shall be reserved until the following year. If, even then, the
prize cannot be awarded, the amount shall be added to the Foundation’s restricted funds. During
World War | and |l, fewer Nobel Prizes were awarded, including the Medicine prize, due to the global
turmoil and challenges in evaluating and selecting laureates.

Barbara McClintock: The Only Independent Woman Nobel Laureate in
Medicine

Introduction

* Barbara McClintock (1902-1992) was an American cytogeneticist renowned for her
groundbreaking research on genetic transposition, commonly known as “jumping genes”.

» She conducted her pioneering work largely independently, without co-researchers, which is rare
among Nobel Prize winners.

*» Barbara McClintock was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1983 for her
discoveries on genetic regulation and transposable elements in maize.

Significance of Her Work
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» McClintock’s discovery of transposable elements demonstrated that genes are not static but can
move within the genome, altering genetic expression.

« This fundamentally changed the understanding of genetics and heredity, paving the way for
modern molecular biology and genomics.

» Her work provided insight into genetic regulation, mutation, and evolution.

Unique Achievement

» Of the 14 women who have received the Nobel Prize in Medicine, Barbara McClintock is the
only one to receive it independently, highlighting her exceptional contribution to science.

» Most other female laureates shared the prize with colleagues, reflecting the collaborative nature of
modern scientific research.

Historical Context and Recognition

» McClintock’s research was conducted at a time when women in science faced significant
barriers, yet her meticulous experimental work earned global recognition.

» She conducted decades of research on maize cytogenetics, often working alone in her laboratory,
which underscores her dedication and scientific rigor.

Conclusion

» Barbara McClintock remains an iconic figure in biology, not only for her Nobel-winning discoveries
but also as a symbol of independent scientific achievement.

» Her work continues to influence genetics, biotechnology, and genomics, inspiring future
generations of scientists, particularly women in STEM fields.

Frederick G. Banting: Youngest Ever Nobel Laureate in Medicine
Introduction

* Frederick Grant Banting (1891-1941) was a Canadian physician, surgeon, and medical scientist.

* He became the youngest ever recipient of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine at the
age of 32 in 1923.

» Banting was recognized for his groundbreaking work in the discovery of insulin, a hormone crucial
for the treatment of diabetes mellitus.

Discovery of Insulin

* Prior to Banting’s research, diabetes was often a fatal disease due to the body’s inability to regulate
blood sugar.

» Banting, working with Charles Best under the supervision of John Macleod at the University of
Toronto, successfully isolated insulin from the pancreas.

» Their experiments demonstrated that insulin injections could lower blood sugar levels,
revolutionizing the treatment of diabetes.

* This discovery transformed diabetes from a fatal condition into a manageable disease, saving
millions of lives worldwide.

Significance of the Award

» Banting shared the Nobel Prize with John Macleod, recognizing their collaborative contribution,
though Banting famously shared his prize money with Charles Best.

» The award highlighted the importance of translational research—taking scientific discoveries from
the lab to practical clinical application.

* Banting’s achievement also underscores the potential of young scientists to make monumental
contributions to medicine.

Legacy
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* Frederick Banting is remembered as a pioneer in endocrinology and diabetes treatment.

* His work laid the foundation for modern insulin therapy and continues to impact medical research
and patient care.

* November 14, Banting’s birthday, is commemorated as World Diabetes Day in honor of his
contributions

Frangoise Barré-Sinoussi: Nobel Laureate for HIV Discovery
Introduction

* Frangoise Barré-Sinoussi (b. 1947) is a French virologist who made pioneering contributions to
understanding human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), the virus responsible for AIDS.

» She began her career at France’s Institut Pasteur as a volunteer, an accidental entry that
eventually led to a PhD and a career in virology.

* In 2008, she was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, shared with Luc
Montagnier and Harald zur Hausen, for their work on the discovery of HIV.

Significance of the Discovery

» HIV was identified as the cause of AIDS, a global epidemic affecting millions of people.

* Barré-Sinoussi and her team isolated the virus from patients’ lymph nodes, demonstrating its
link to immune system failure.

* This discovery provided the foundation for diagnostic tests, antiretroviral therapy, and global
HIV/AIDS control efforts.

Scientific Contributions

* She specialized in retrovirology, focusing on the biology of HIV and its interaction with the human
immune system.

* Her research has led to better understanding of viral replication, immune response, and
potential strategies for vaccine development.

 Barré-Sinoussi has also advocated for public health measures, patient care, and ethical
research practices.

Impact and Recognition

» The 2008 Nobel Prize recognized the crucial role of her research in identifying HIV, which
transformed epidemiology, virology, and global health responses.

» She remains a leading figure in HIV/AIDS research, mentoring scientists and promoting
international collaboration.

» Her journey from volunteer to Nobel laureate underscores the importance of dedication,
curiosity, and perseverance in scientific careers.
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‘UP1 leads in payment
volume, RTGS value;
debit card deals dip’

In the half year ended June 2025, payment transaction volume was

12,549 crore, amounting to 31,572 lakh crore, according to a RBI report

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

n terms of volume,

payment transactions

grew from 3,248 crore
in Calendar Year (CY) 2019
to 20,849 crore in CY 2024
and in terms of value from
1,775 lakh crore to 32,830
lakh crore during this pe-
riod, according to Payment
Systems Report, a bi-an-
nual publication released
by the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI).

In the half year (HY)
ended June, transaction
volume was 12,549 crore,
amounting to 1,572 lakh
crore. Almost all of the
growth in payments was at-
tributable to digital pay-
ment transactions.

“In CY19, digital pay-
ments accounted for ap-
proximately 96.7% of the
total payment transactions
by volume and 95.5% by
value,” as per the report.

By CY24, these figures
had risen to 99.7% in terms
of volume and 97.5% in
terms of value.

The volume of UPI tran-
sactions has increased sig-
nificantly from 1,079 crore
transactions in CY19 to
17,221 crore transactions in
CY24. The total value of
transactions grew from
%18.4 lakh crore in CY19 to
3246.8 lakh crore in CY24.

In H1 of CY25, the vol-
ume of UPI transactions
stood at 10,637 crore
amounting to ¥143.3 lakh

Small but big: Lower average size of UPI transactlons indicates itis
used mainly for small value transactions. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

crore in value. During the
period CY19 to CY24, NEFT
transactions more than tri-
pled in terms of volume,
from 262.2 crore to 926.8
crore. However, during the
same period, in terms of
value, they grew from
%232.9 lakh crore to ¥432.8
lakh crore.

In HI of CY25, NEFT al-
ready processed 490.5
crore transactions, worth
%237 lakh crore, indicating
sustained growth and wi-
despread adoption.

RTGS surges

Large value payment sys-
tem RTGS transactions vol-
ume grew from 14.8 crore
in CYI9 to 29.5 crore in
CY24, while transaction va-
lue rose from %1,388.7 lakh
crore to ¥1,938.2 lakh crore
during this period.

In CY25, by HI alone,
RTGS recorded 16.1 crore
transactions amounting to
%1,079.2 lakh crore, indi-

cating sustained growth
and usage.

Debit cards dip
Transactions in debit cards
witnessed a decline since
2019, both in volume and
value. In volume terms, de-
bit card transactions de-
clined from 495.32 crore in
CY19 to 173.80 crore in
CY24, while in value terms,
they declined from ¥6.83
lakh crore to ¥5.15 lakh
crore during this period.
In H1 2025, debit cards
recorded 69.09 crore tran-
sactions valued at ¥2.22
lakh crore. While Prepaid
Payment Instrument (PPI)
transaction volume rose
from 516.2 crore in CY19 to
698.9 crore in CY24, tran-
saction value remained al-
most at the same level of
¥2.23 lakh crore during this
period. During HI of 2025,
PPIs recorded transaction
volume of 404.7 crore and
value of ¥1.23 lakh crore.

UPI leads in payment volume, RTGS
value; debit card deals dip’

‘UP1 YT 91T | 3RO, RTGS ea |
ded; Sfae #18 ae A firtae

e In the half year
ended June 2025,
payment transaction
volume was 12,549 crore,
amounting to 31,572 lakh
crore, according to a RBI
report.

I 2025 ¥ FATE Srefarfis arq'fﬁr fr ‘J;[TI?IH
AT B HET 12,549 TS ﬁm'q’»"rﬁﬂﬁr
21,572 R IS o, RBlﬁﬁf%eﬁrﬂm

e In terms of volume, payment transactions
grew from 3,248 crore in Calendar Year (CY)
2019 to 20,849 crore in CY 2024 and in terms of
value from 1,775 lakh crore to 32,830 lakh crore
during this period, according to Payment
Systems Report, a bi-annual publication
released by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

AT & {8791 9, YA e 3,248 FRIS
g dasY ay (CY) 2019 frzo 849 RIS 3R
g & [391d T 21,775 TRI HRUS J Tghr 22,830
g Eb_\ﬁg R Payment Systems Report, S
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) RT UhIRId
efarifes RUid 8, F SR |

¢ In the half year (HY) ended June,
transaction volume was 12,549 crore, amounting
to 1,572 lakh crore. Almost all of the growth in
payments was attributable to digital payment
transactions.

A o e srefarfe sr@fir (HY) &, dHe &
g@jzﬁmg ﬁ:}?ﬁ ﬁwﬁmwgg 572 dRd

| YA H TTHT fforea
YA a8 & SRUgS |

¢ “In CY19, digital payments accounted for

approximately 96.7% of the total payment transactions by volume and 95.5% by value,” as
per the report.

faid & 3FER, “cY19 B, fEfoied YiaM $a de &1 TIHT 96.7% HHET & R § 3fR
95.5% G4 o fgdre 9 11"
e By CY24, these figures had risen to 99.7% in terms of volume and 97.5% in terms of value.

CY24 T, T 3fidhs AE & foRTS & 99.7% 3R Yeu & 8T ¥ 97.5% dF &6 U/

o The volume of UPI transactions has increased significantly from 1,079 crore transactions in

CY19 to 17,221 crore transactions in CY24.

UPI @9e &t HIEAT CY19 & 1,079 TS T dGaR CY24 H 17,221 RIS 8 T |

e The total value of transactions grew from ¥18.4 lakh crore in CY19 to ¥246.8 lakh crore in
Cy24.

TG BT FA Hed CY19 T 3184 TRI HRIS I 9D CY24 T 3246.8 TRI IS 8 T
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e In H1 of CY25, the volume of UPI transactions stood at 10,637 crore amounting to ¥143.3
lakh crore in value.

CY25 &t H1 §, UPI @-Tg &1 AT 10,637 Ris ot foren! et MR 2143.3 A9 i At

o During the period CY19 to CY24, NEFT transactions more than tripled in terms of volume,
from 262.2 crore to 926.8 crore.

CY19 ¥ CY24 & s, NEFT Qe AR & e T 262.2 HRIS A TG 926.8 FIS 81 1T,
gt o AT Y S |

e However, during the same period, in terms of value, they grew from ¥232.9 lakh crore to
432.8 lakh crore.
BT, I 3afY ¥ Jea & 8IS ¥ Ug 2232.9 ARG IRIS U IgdhR 2432.8 ARI RIS 8l T
o In H1 of CY25, NEFT already processed 490.5 crore transactions, worth 237 lakh crore,
indicating sustained growth and widespread adoption.

CY25 @t H1 &, NEFT = Ugd &1 490.5 axIS A-la [T, foer! $al Jed 3237 ARd RIS of, S
fR®R 3 3R TS U= & gfa 3|

RTGS surges
RTGS # 391

e Large value payment system RTGS transactions volume grew from 14.8 crore in CY19 to
29.5 crore in CY24, while transaction value rose from %1,388.7 lakh crore to %1,938.2 lakh
crore during this period.

§s I dle YA YUITcll RTGS WG &1 ATAT CY19 T 14.8 RIS Y TGHR CY24 T 295
ao—a—s's‘mé s Ae BT Ged 21,388.7 TRI HRIS U SdR 21,938.2 ARI IS 81 T

e In CY25, by H1 alone, RTGS recorded 16.1 crore transactions amounting to 1,079.2 lakh
crore, indicating sustained growth and usage.

CY25 | %ad H1 A%, RTGS = 16.1 TRIS a-a gol [y, oMt M 21,079.2 TRF Hv1s 2,
o FPRER g 3R ST oY gifar 2

Debit cards dip
Sfae 18 @ firmae

e Transactions in debit cards witnessed a decline since 2019, both in volume and value.
e &1 & A2 2019 I AET 3R Heg SHT # fiRTae o R W@

¢ |n volume terms, debit card transactions declined from 495.32 crore in CY19 to 173.80
crore in CY24, while in value terms, they declined from %6.83 lakh crore to ¥5.15 lakh crore
during this period.
e & feure 9, Sfde #18 A48 CY19 H 495.32 FRIS T UeHR CY24 H 173.80 FHRIS &I T,
S Hed & f5A1d ¥ I8 26.83 TG RIS U UTHhR 25.15 ARG HIS 8l T

e |n H1 2025, debit cards recorded 69.09 crore transactions valued at ¥2.22 lakh crore.
H1 2025 ®, $fae BTS 7 69.09 FRIS T gol 1Y, D! Fa T 22.22 TG IRIS 2|

o While Prepaid Payment Instrument (PPI) transaction volume rose from 516.2 crore in
CY19 to 698.9 crore in CY24, transaction value remained almost at the same level of ¥2.23
lakh crore during this period.
e qd-YFTaTT YA SUBRT (PPI) A-Te P HAET CY19 T 516.2 IRIS I dgax CY24 H
698.9 BRIS Bl TS, Aric BT Hed TRTHT JHM 22.23 ARG BRI T

e During H1 of 2025, PPIs recorded transaction volume of 404.7 crore and value of ¥1.23
lakh crore.

2025 B H1 &, PPl A 404.7 RIS A B UHT 3R 21.23 TRI HRIS BT I ot (b T |
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India’s Russian crude
imports in October

remain ‘robust’: Kpler
iGS Il Oil Import

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s imports of Russian
crude oil remain ‘robust’,
tracking at approximately
1.8 million barrels per day
at present, provisionally
up by 2,50,000 barrels per
day from September, mari-
time data and analytics
provider Kpler mentioned
in a blogpost on Tuesday.
The blogpost added
Russian barrels remained
the ‘largest single source of
crude for India accounting
for about 34% of the overall
share and entailed ‘com-
pelling discounts’ which
were ‘too significant for re-

finers to ignore’.
Thus, it sought to infer
U.S. President Donald

Trump’s remarks initially
made on October 15 sug-
gesting India would reduce
Russian crude imports, are
“likely pressure tactics
linked to trade negotia-
tions.” India’s Russian oil-
purchases have been the
single major point of con-

Russian oil accounting for 34%
of India’s overall share: Kpler

tention in the talks for a fa-
vourable U.S. trade deal.

‘Cutting imports costly’
With Moscow accounting
for 30-35% of the Indian
basket off late, the blog
held, “substitution would
require rapid scaling from
multiple suppliers at high-
er costs.”

Kpler also observed
though there has been a
stronger push for diversifi-
cation, Russian contracts
are typically signed 6-10
weeks before arrival. “Re-
wiring all that takes time.”

India’s Russian crude imports in
October remain ‘robust’: Kpler

JageR # YRd & &4l HS AT
w’aﬁ@%} Kpler

. India’s imports of Russian crude oil remain

e

‘robust’, tracking at approximately 1.8
million barrels per day at present,
provisionally up by 2,50,000 barrels
per day from September, maritime
data an d analytics provider Kpler
mentioned in a blogpost on Tuesday.
YRA BT =4 Hedl 9 AT Tl
1 g3 8, IdHH | T 1.8 fferH
R U o7 P R A P @18, ot RidsR
SRR T ¥ 2,50,000 SR Ufd fe &1 gfg g=iiar
2, Tl SeT 3R TAIfeie sy UerdT Kpler 3 H@dR
DI Th AN URE | I b |
e  The blogpost added Russian barrels
remained the ‘largest single source of crude for
India accounting for about 34% of the overall
share and entailed ‘compelling discounts’ which
were ‘too significant for refiners to ignore’.
AT URe H g ot SieT T foh ¥ SR URd &
fore F= A &1 I ST Uhd T T gIATR, S
Fa TRIGRY BT TTHT 34% § 3R STH YHIGRIEA
%?m?ll ﬁ%a g, O ufvearatsft gRT ST AT
"Bl
. Thus, it sought to infer U.S. President
Donald Trump’s remarks initially made on
October 15 suggesting India would reduce
Russian crude imports, are “likely pressure tactics
linked to trade negotiations.”

TR, ST TG A T B BRI B
3AR! AFUTT SHTES THI & 15 SR Bl [y
N YRS 9, f59d HRd & = &= dd
STTd " &1 Habd a1 74T T, “HYTfad gara
Jurfifat § St IR arat @ g8 e 1

. India’s Russian oil purchases have been the

single major point of contention in the talks for a favourable U.S. trade deal.

YR B =41 dd WG U SHd AR AR THHd & forg a1l & T U faarg & faig

T gl

‘Cutting imports costly’
“STAT YCTAT He T

¢ With Moscow accounting for 30-35% of the Indian basket of late, the blog held, “substitution
would require rapid scaling from multiple suppliers at higher costs.”

BT & H U] YR &1 dd SRPbe BT 30-35% (31 37T §, SANT 7 Hgl, “UfqRIT & forg w3
3mgfcferatant T dsht T mafd semT 3R I AN BT [HAT HAT IS "

o Kpler also observed though there has been a stronger push for diversification, Russian

contracts are typically signed 6-10 weeks before arrival.

Kpler 3 T8 it <1 3 gTaifes fafaefesvor & forg siftres SR fom man 8, =it ey SR
ST W 6-10 TG UGl G4 T Sd & |
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“Rewiring all that takes time.”

qvit ufcharef & iR A afyd o & wHa A g 1”

What France and others can learn
from Sweden’s hard budget lessons

Sweden’s public finances among the best in Europe; fiscal strength built on belt-tightening after crash in1990s; among the most critical changes was a

shift in pension system political polarisation makes lessons hard for Europe to follow; deeper crisis need prompt action from debt-heavy nations

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
STOCKHOLM

hen Sweden’s
w then-Finance
Minister Go-

ran Persson dashed to New
York during the country’s
early 1990s financial crisis
to plead with Wall Street
investors to keep buying its
debt, he stayed in a budget
hotel  infested  with
cockroaches.

That reflected the Fi-
nance Ministry’s strict “ab-
solutely no extravagance”
policy, Mr. Persson, who
later became PM wrote in
his 1997 book “Those Who
Are in Debt Are Not Free”.
Penny-pinching on Minis-
terial travel was one small
part of a decades-long aus-
terity drive, which has
created fiscal leeway much
of the belt-tightening Eu-
rope is lacking, allowing
Sweden this year to pledge
billions for defence, ener-
gy and tax cuts in its largest
public spending package in
decades.

The lessons for other
countries, especially
France, deep in its own
budget crisis, are simple, if
not easy. First, things may
need to get really bad be-
fore politicians are ready to
act. Secondly, buy-in from
voters, unions and opposi-
tion parties is crucial for
long-term success.

Finally, a strong global
economy and a slice of

Trial by fire: Former Swedish PM Goran Persson during his visit to Tallinn, Estonia. REUTERS (FILE)

luck on timing really help.

Living beyond means
After decades of living
beyond its means, Swe-
den’s debt had by 1994
roughly doubled to around
80% of gross domestic pro-
duct from 44% in 1990. At
worst, the budget deficit
hit 12% and investor confi-
dence collapsed and the
Riksbank briefly hiked in-
terest rates to 500%.

The government res-
ponded with cuts in spend-
ing on welfare, defence
and education worth 8% of
GDP. The economy shrank
more than 1% three years
in a row, unemployment
soared and bank credit
losses piled up in Sweden’s
worst downturn since the
1930s Great Depression.

“We had a banking cri-

o

After decades of living

beyond its means,

Sweden’s debt had by

1994 roughly doubled to

around 80% of gross

domestic product from
% in 1990

sis, a foreign exchange cri-
sis and a debt crisis,” said
Stefan Ingves, a former
central bank governor who
oversaw the clean up of
Sweden’s “bad banks” af-
ter the crash.

“In some sense, we
were at the end of the
road,” he told Reuters.

The government set a
spending ceiling and bud-
geted for surpluses over

the economic cycle. Pen-
sions were reformed to en-
courage private savings
and deepen capital mar-
kets, while labour unions

and employers agreed to li-
mit wage growth.
Gradually those re-

forms, helped by the fact
that a weakened currency
was boosting exports,
started to work: the econo-
my grew4.1% in 1994, and
debt fell below 50% of GDP
within a decade.

“In an open economy,
structural change pays,”
Ingves said.

Among the most critical
changes was a shift to a
pension system where pay-
ments are adjusted for
market returns and life ex-
pectancy, easing the pres-
sure on the budget from
the ageing population and

passing the shortfall risk
onto individuals.

France, where the re-
tirement age remains a hot-
button issue, spends just
over 13% of its GDP on pen-
sions compared with
10.7%in Sweden, according
to Eurostat data, and the
gap gets bigger when
healthcare and other social
benefits are included.

No free lunch

To be sure, it came at a
price: thousands of public
employees lost their jobs
and Sweden was left with a
legacy of underinvestment
in infrastructure, from
energy and transport net-
works to hospital beds. But
painful memories of the
crisis have ensured there
has been no backsliding.

“Government after go-
vernment has held the
line,” Finance Minister Eli-
sabeth Svantesson told
Reuters. “There is a con-
sensus, which is a strength
for Sweden.”

Decades of frugality are
now paying dividends.
With public debt now at
just over a third of GDP,
Sweden was able to hike
defence spending to 3.5%
of GDP, pump up to 440bil-
lion crowns ($46.73 billion)
into nuclear power expan-
sion and provide 105 bil-
lion crowns to support
Ukraine.

At the same time, the
government cut income
taxes and VAT on food and
raised spending on job
measures and yet its bor-

rowing costs remain lower
than Germany's. Unlike
many other developed na-
tions, Sweden also man-
aged to ride out the finan-
cial crisis of 2008-2009
and the COVID pandemic
without piling on much
new debt. Replicating Swe-
den’s path, however, will
be hard for France and oth-
er euro zone countries
faced with rising debt.

Sweden’s exporters op-
erated in a buoyant 1990s
world economy fuelled by
an IT boom and rapid glo-
balisation - a far cry from
the protectionist tilt seen
from Washington to Beijing
now. “Sweden was not
okay, but the rest of the
world was reasonably
okay,” noted Ingves.

Moreover, since the
1990s the political land-
scape has become more
fragmented with the rise of
far-right parties across Eu-
rope- including in Sweden -
making it much harder to
build consensus on unpop-
ular measures, such as tax
hikes or welfare cuts. Ulti-
mately, some argue,
France has not yet reached
a tipping point like Sweden
did in the 1990s and Ire-
land, Portugal, Italyand
Greece two decades later
during the euro zone sove-
reign debt crisis, which
forced them to repair their
public finances.

Despite all its woes,
France still has access to
borrowing at a reasonably
affordable 3.35%, allowing
it to muddle through.

What France and others can learn from Sweden’s hard budget lessons

Wi 3R 3 3N B Wied & P Toic UTS 4 FT ARG

Moy

Sweden’s public finances are among the best in Europe; fiscal
strength built on belt-tightening after the crash in 1990s; among
the most critical changes was a shift in pension system; political

polarisation makes lessons hard for Europe to follow; deeper

\6
A | .
crises need prompt action from debt-heavy nations.

e #! ardefe faw R@u & Jad dgadi= 4 2 ¢; facia aoiedt 1990 ¥ a-1F & Wahe &
T T Fole (0T IR SR o Tad Agayul seamal § ¥ Ue U Yo &t § ggard ol
e YU & BRI TRIT & R 3 UG T UTeH BT HfRPd ©; TeR e & o1y Bor-
YT 3= T R HRATS DI SMIIHAT & |

e When Sweden’s then-Finance Minister Goran Persson dashed to New York during the
country’s early 1990s financial crisis to plead with Wall Street investors to keep buying its
debt, he stayed in a budget hotel infested with cockroaches.
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e That reflected the Finance Ministry’s strict “absolutely no extravagance” policy, Mr.
Persson, who later became PM, wrote in his 1997 book “Those Who Are in Debt Are Not
Free”.
g fad T & G5 “Peadrdiat @d gl Al ol aRiidl AT, o a1 § fied 99 ff w3
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e Penny-pinching on Ministerial travel was one small part of a decades-long austerity drive,
which has created fiscal leeway much of the belt-tightening Europe is lacking, allowing
Sweden this year to pledge billions for defence, energy and tax cuts in its largest public
spendlng package in decades
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e The lessons for other countries, especially France, deep in its own budget crisis, are simple,
if not easy.
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e First, thlngs may n_eed to get reall .bad before politicians are ready to act. _
,ﬁwﬁwﬁaﬁ%wﬁwﬁ%uﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁm%@
e Secondly, buy-in from voters, unions and opposition parties is crucial for long-term
success.
SR, Aagrarsi, Tal 3T faueft gat @ kA w1 qwadr & g Agayyf 31
¢ Finally, a strong global economy and a slice of luck on timing really help.
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e After decades of living beyond its means, Sweden’s debt had by 1994 roughly doubled to
around 80% of GDP from 44% in 1990.
3T ¥ 31 Siia STi- & G| a1, TS BT HBUT 1994 TH TTHIT SRIAT &1 71T T, S 1990
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o At worst, the budget deficit hit 12% and investor confidence collapsed and the Riksbank
briefly hiked interest rates to 500%.
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e The govemment responded with cuts in spending on welfare, defence and education
worth 8% of GDP.
WRFBR - BT, T&T 3R e W wd A HXdt GDP HT 8% T Ufdfehar

e The economy shrank more than 1% three years in a row, unemployment soared and bank
credit losses piled up in Sweden’s worst downturn since the 1930s Great Depression.
rfora TR HF ITe | IRIF 1% Rigs 713, RIS 9} 3R WisT & Ty TR1E Hl
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o “We had a banking crisis, a foreign exchange crisis and a debt crisis,” said Stefan Ingves, a

[

former central bank governor who oversaw the clean up of Sweden’s “bad banks” after the
crash.
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¢ “In some sense, we were at the end of the road,” he told Reuters.
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e The govemment set a spending ceiling and budgeted for surpluses over the economic
cycle.
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Pensions were reformed to encourage private savings and deepen capital markets, while
labour unions and employers agreed to limit wage growth.
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Gradually those reforms, helped by the fact that a weakened currency was boosting
exports, started to work: the economy grew 4.1% in 1994, and debt fell below 50% of GDP
within a decade.
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“In an open economy, structural change pays,” %ves said.
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Among the most critical changes was a shift to a pension system where payments are
adjusted for market returns and life expectancy, easing the pressure on the budget from
the ageing populatlon and passing the shortfall risk onto individuals.
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France, where the retirement age remains a hot-button issue, spends just over 13% of its
GDP on pensions compared with 10.7% in Sweden, according to Eurostat data, and the
gap gets blgger when healthcare and other social benefits are included.
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No free lunch

1§ YU BT WIS Tal

To be sure, it came at a price: thousands of public employees lost their jobs and Sweden
was left with a legacy of underinvestment in infrastructure, from energy and transport
networks to hospital beds.
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But painful memories of the crisis have ensured there has been no backsliding.
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“Govemment after government has held the line,” Finance Minister Elisabeth Svantesson
told Reuters. “There is a consensus, which is a strength for Sweden.”
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Decades of frugality are now paying dividends.
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With public debt now at just over a third of GDP, Sweden was able to hike defence
spending to 3.5% of GDP, pump up to 440 billion crowns ($46.73 billion) into nuclear
power expansion and provide 105 billion crowns to support Ukraine.
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At the same time, the government cut income taxes and VAT on food and raised spending
on job measures and yet its borrowing costs remain lower than German
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Unlike many other developed nations, Sweden also managed to ride out the financial crisis
of 2008-2009 and the COVID pandemic without piling on much new debt.
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Replicating Sweden’s path, however, will be hard for France and other euro zone
countries faced with rising debt.
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Sweden’s exporters operated in a buoyant 1990s world economy fuelled by an IT boom
and rapid globalisation — a far cry from the protectionist tilt seen from Washington to
Beijing now.
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“Sweden was not okay, but the rest of the world was reasonably okay,” noted Ingves.
TS 31 -Tg] T, Al g~ BT dTeh! 31 HTH! §G AP 31 UT,” 1A A e T
Moreover, since the 1990s the political landscape has become more fragmented with the
rise of far-right parties across Europe - including in Sweden - making it much harder to
build consensus on unpopular measures, such as tax hikes or welfare cuts.
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Ultimately, some argue, France has not yet reached a tipping point like Sweden did in the
1990s and Ireland, Portugal, Italy and Greece two decades later during the euro zone
sovereign debt crisis, which forced them to repair their public finances.
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Despite all its woes, France still has access to borrowing at a reasonably affordable 3.35%,
allowing it to muddle through.
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